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Next Meeting : Monday, 20th February, 2017
Venue : The Lindfield Community Centre, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
The Culture Class this month (7.15pm) will be taken by Geoff and Jean Fulcher on the subject of “Listening to your
Orchids”. Geoff and Jean are very experienced growers of a huge range of different orchids and produce some
magnificent specimens at our meetings – like that beautiful Dendrobium sulawesiense (syn glomeratum) last month.
They will tell you orchids communicate with their growers. You don’t get many opportunities to get all the inside info
like this. Get in early for a front row seat.
The Main meeting commences at 8pm. Our guest speaker this month Peter D’Olier on Rupicolous Laelias. These
are the gorgeous, smallish species that tend to grow on rock habitats. There are pink ones, yellow ones, and even reds,
but Peter will tell you all about that at the meeting. They aren’t hard to grow once you understand their requirements,
and judging from the lovely specimens they bench, Peter and Jane seem to be right on top of it. A perfect chance to
get a better understanding of this group and how to grow them .
Our supper volunteers for February are Gloria Cushway and Jenny Richardson. Thanks for helping girls.

Best of Evening Novice – Phalaenopsis unknown - grown by Lina Huang
What a pretty orchid. I am assuming this is another of those lovely things we see
sold through supermarkets and nurseries as ‘no-name’ flowering pot plants. They
are raised by the thousands for a specific purpose and that purpose doesn’t take
into account hobby orchid growers who like to have a name that can be used for
perhaps an award, or perhaps for further hybridising.
Of course orchid names can be lost in many other ways. Labels wash off or fade in
the weather, children pull out the labels and lose them, or we can even create a
‘no-name’ ourselves by failing to put a label back after repotting etc. The orchid is
no less attractive, no matter what the reason, but for me it is a pesky problem.
If, like me, you are fated to always try and find out the name, there are a few
things you can try provided the orchid is in flower. If it is a species orchid, there is
a good chance you can work out the name. There is a lot of published material that
defines the differences between one species and another, and in addition,
experienced species growers can often help.
For hybrids the problem is more difficult. You need to try and find a published,
named picture of the orchid. It is not impossible but it depends firstly on the orchid involved being a registered,
named orchid hybrid. In the case of these Phallies we see in the supermarkets, there is a good chance that this will be
the case. The growers always want the latest and greatest when they buy their growing stock,
and the professional Phallie breeders who sell the flasks often do register their crosses and go
for awards etc, to help them sell the stock. So, what I do is start with a search on google images.
In the case of Lina’s orchid I tried “phalaenopsis splash petal” and went from there. I didn’t
find a match, but after a few sub searches, I did find one pretty close, ie Doritaenopsis Yu Pin
Lady ‘Lovely’. Perhaps with some more effort following the breeder you could get it.
Congratulations on the Best of Evening Lina, A beautiful orchid and beautifully grown.
Yu Pin Lady ‘Lovely’
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. Bark Order – We are commencing a new Bark Order. You know the deal, we buy one bulk pallet of 40 bags,
delivered to Sydney from South Australia. We order a mixture of grades (coarse, medium, fine, Cymbidium etc)
depending on what you ask for. We only place the order when ‘member orders’ reach the full 40 bag total.
If you need bags of fresh bark to pot up your orchids, please contact Ann Byron (9449 6860) to place your requests.
We cant define the price exactly just yet but it should be around $27 for bark and about $21 for Cymbid mix.
Don’t delay your requests, the 40 bag total fills quickly and once the 40 limit is reached, that’s it.
2. Cymbidium Club of Australia - Change of Meeting Hall – We have been asked to notify members that from
March 2017, the CCA will be holding its meetings at the Allen G. Ezzy Community Centre at 1 Newport St,
Pemulwuy, NSW 2145. This is just west of Greystanes, off Greystanes Rd.
If anyone has a mind to check them out as a visitor, or to join, the club meets on the second Thursday each month
from March to November. Meetings start at 8pm. This March they have an interstate guest speaker – Mr. Colin
Gillespie of Devon Meadows Orchids, to tell you about how he grows his Cymbidiums.
3. 2017 Bulletin article competition – Come on you budding authors, its on again. All the contributions over the past
two years have been fantastic but there has been one catastrophic missing element. All the authors have been male!!!!
Are there no female orchid growers who can write? Perhaps that’s a sad fact?
Anyway, to set out the basics – The competition is open from Feb to Oct. Articles can be on anything orchid related.
They must be a minimum of about a half page (including any pictures), up to a max. length of about 2 pages. (I use
Times New Roman 11 point font, and I space paragraphs 3pts apart)
You don’t need to be an expert. The article doesn’t have to tell others how to grow something. Perhaps you could tell
us about something you have seen or that has occurred to you. Something informative or even just entertaining?
First prize over the year is a $20 sales table voucher, second place a $10 sales table voucher.
Preferably, articles should be submitted to me by email at (jimbrydie@bigpond.com) in Microsoft Word format.
They will be subject to editing, but as editor, I assure you that I will work with anyone who submits an article and
will discuss any suggested modifications or tune ups with you. If anyone wants any help or to just talk about it,
please call me on 9476 3383.
Ok, let the competition begin (and come on girls, where are you).
4. 2016 ends, 2017 begins – Here we are and it is already February. It was hectic in December with all the Christmas
party orchid events and then the family celebrations but it doesn’t matter how old I get, one of my greatest pleasures
in life is to watch the excitement and pleasure I see in the kids faces when they open their presents on Christmas day.
But then ---- you need January to rest and recuperate, lovely quiet January. And now its February – are you ready to
go again? Well there is a list of dates for orchid events just below, and you need to pay your membership fees for this
club as well.
5. Membership Fees – The time has come the Walrus said, to pay your blinky fees. We don’t accept shoes or ships
or sealing wax but you can renew for a mere $12 for a single membership, $15 for a family. Great value - Meetings
held every month with lovely flowers to admire and discuss, a library, social outings during the year including
dinners, a wonderful newsletter each month, and a fantastic Christmas party - you get all that for such a modest fee.
Don’t delay, please pay at the front table at the next meeting, or mail in a cheque, or pay by direct transfer to the
Society’s bank account (details below).
If you are paying in person at the meeting, or mailing in a cheque, please note that we ask you to include a completed
‘payment advice form’ with the payment (attached last month). It helps us to keep track and gives us a paper record.
If you wish to pay by electronic banking, the Societies banking details are :
Westpac Bank, St Ives branch, BSB No 032 188, account number 103568. Please make sure that you include the words
“Membership fees” as the payment description – and include your name as the remitter.

------ -------------- -------------- ------------ ---------- ------------Diary Dates 2017
* Sun Feb 26 - Hills District Orchids Open Day 183 Windsor Road Northmead, 9am - 4pm.
* Fri 31 Mar – Sat 1 Apr - Castle Hill Orchid Fair - Castle Hill Showground
* Sat, Sun April 8,9 - Collector’s Plant Fair Hawkesbury Race Club Clarendon, opposite RAAF base
* Fri – Sun, 26,27, 28 May - Orchids Out West - Hawkesbury Racecourse, Clarendon (opposite RAAF Base)
* Thur - Sat, 15 - 17 June 2017 - Cumberland Orchid Circle Display, Carlingford Court, Carlingford
* Fri – Sun, 23,24,25 June – Open Days Royale Orchids, Brieses Road, Peats Ridge
* Sat,Sun 24,25 June - Mingara Orchid Fair/Show, Mingara Club, Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi.
* Sat,Sun 5,6 Aug - W.A. Orchid Spectacular Conference & Show, Scarborough, Western Australia
* Fri – Sun, 11-13 Aug, - National Cymbidium Extravaganza, The Centre, 1 Pellitt Lane, Dural
* Fri – Sun, 18-20 Aug - St. Ives Orchid Fair, St. Ives Showground
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Best of the Evening Hybrid – Dendrobium Fraser’s Memoria Barry Hosking (G & L Bromley)
This big buster of Garrie and Lesley’s was made by J & V's Fraser Coast
Dendrobiums of Maryborough in QLD, and also registered by them in 2014.
It is a complex 6th or 7th generation hybrid that represents a mixture of 10
species, all bar one of them being members of Dendrobium Section Spatulata
(the antelope orchids). The one other species in the make up is Dendrobium
phalaenopsis, the close cousin of Australia’s Den bigibbum.
Den. Section Spatulata comprises about 50 species, more or less centred on
Papua New Guinea (PNG), but extending west to east from around the
Indonesian island of Java to the Philippines, and south all the way down to
Australia. Most representatives come from the warm tropical lowlands where
there is year round rainfall, but a few have adapted to areas with a strong dry
season (such as Australia’s Den canaliculatum), and just a hand full of
species come from higher elevations in the PNG highlands up to about 1800
metres. Most of the lowland species are tall, hard caned plants to 2 or 3 mtrs,
with two ranked leaves all the way along the cane. The flower stems are
quite long – anything up to 60cm but usually a little shorter, and they
generally carry a good display of 20 or 30 reasonably large (6cm) flowers.
The distinctive feature of the ‘antelopes’ is that the petals taper out more
widely from their base to their tips (like a spathe), and in addition, most species have very noticeable twist along the
length of the petal, just like an antelope horn.
Frasers Mem. Barry Hosking is based on a mix of about 6 different, tall caned, warm growers representing 60 to 70%
of its gene pool. The selection of pictures below will give you a fair idea of the nature of its contributing species.

D lasianthera

helix

nindii

taurinum

canaliculatum

D. phalaenopsis

The most dominant % contributor was Den. lasianthera at 37.5% but this is a complicated species with a number of
different colour forms from different areas. Two of the most famous forms are “Sepik Blue” and “May River Red”
but I don’t want you to think that all specimens of even these are all the same. There are many different looking
Sepik Blues, and many different May River Reds, it is just that, as I understand it, the plants with the violet looking
lips came from the Sepik River area, and yes, you guessed it the Red lip ones from around May River.
There is a wonderful tale set out in Andree Millar’s 1978 book “Orchids of Papua New Guinea – an Introduction”.
“In 1969 .... I was sent to Lake Ymas on the Sepik River to find and collect as many colour variations as possible.
One of the first things we discovered was the wide distribution of the species. It was not confined to the swamps
around Lake Ymas but was common in the trees behind the villages, for some kilometres on the river itself.
Travelling to Lake Ymas in those days was a tiring and very expensive exercise. We left Wewak for Lae in a Fokker
Friendship aircraft, and next day chartered a small plane to take us to Angoram. Here we were given the
government canoe (about 12 metres long, and hollowed from one large tree trunk, and with an outboard motor).
On the morning of the 3rd day we set out for Amboin patrol post. We travelled for over 11 hours up the mighty
Sepik, turning into the Karawari River in late afternoon, and then into the Arafunda River, and then finally just as
dark was setting, we arrived at Amboin.
On the morning of the 4th day we set out in a smaller canoe for the barat (a channel leading through the swamp to
the lake) and so to Ymas Lakes and the Sepik Blues. ......
Mrs Millar also travelled to the May River region in 1972 to study the habitats and distribution of lasianthera and
goes on to summarise her expeditions..
“In the course of these patrols of discovery, I was considerably surprised at the variation of colour of the flowers
and the size of the plant, particularly in the May River swamps. The canes in some of the plants the village people
brought us were over 3 metres long. When choosing plants ourselves we were guided by flower colour and a
reasonable size plant – 80 to 100cm. Most of the very long plants had very weak canes, bent and deformed, in most
cases because of their struggle to reach the sun, and having to struggle up through the many branched swamp
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trees. These trees are small, averaging 3 to 4 metres high, and it is something to remember all your life – acres of
swamp and the beautiful ‘Sepik Blues’ or ‘May River Reds’ in their hundreds standing above the tree tops. ......
.... “The most satisfying conclusion of these patrols was that the upper Sepik, the May, and Yellow Rivers are so
remote and the swamps so difficult to negotiate, that this lovely orchid is safe from extinction and will grow in its
thousands for evermore. Mosquitos, leeches, and crocodiles in the water will be more than adequate guardians.
Transport problems add to the security.”

Two colour forms of D. lasianthera – a ‘red’ and a ‘blue’

The next most influential contributor to Fraser’s Mem. Barry Hopking is our Australian species Den. canaliculatum,
which is a very different looking type. It is still a member of section Spatulata but it has small, onion like
pseudobulbs and slightly smaller flowers. The smaller growing growth characteristics are valuable to the breeder
because they shorten up the stem characteristics of the other, taller parents. They help make the size of the hybrid
more manageable without taking too much away from the flower size and colour. The inclusion of a small percentage
of Den phalaenopsis would help to broaden the flower segments but as it only represents 2.7% of the genes, you
wouldn’t expect much in this case.
Unfortunately, even with a bit of canaliculatum shortening its stems, Mem Barry Hosking is still somewhat of a
broom handle with leaves and flowers. When you grow it as well as Garrie and Lesley it is a real eye catcher but it
isn’t a specimen for the average grower. It needs a heated glasshouse in Sydney and an experienced hand to grow and
flower it. Ah well, we can’t have them all, and we at least get to admire the few we see the real specialists bring in.
Being a species enthusiast, I cant help asking however – is the hybrid any better than, say, lasianthera? Sorry Garrie
and Lesley, I just couldn’t resist that one. Congratulations on your Best of the Evening anyway. Magnificent as usual.

Ducks
Three women are killed in an accident and go to heaven. When they get there, St. Peter says, ‘We only have one rule
here in heaven: Don’t step on the ducks!’ So they enter heaven, and sure enough, there are ducks all over the place. It
is almost impossible not to step on a duck, and although they try their best to avoid them, the first woman
accidentally steps on one. Along comes St. Peter with the ugliest man the woman had ever seen. St. Peter chains them
together and says, ‘Your punishment for stepping on a duck is to spend eternity chained to this ugly man!’ The next
day, the second woman steps accidentally on a duck and along comes St. Peter, who doesn’t miss a thing. With him
is another extremely ugly man. He chains them together with the same admonishment as for the first woman. The
third woman has observed all this and, not wanting to be chained for all eternity to an ugly man, is very,
VERY careful where she steps.
She manages to go months without stepping on any ducks, then one day St. Peter comes up to her with the most
handsome man she has ever laid eyes on …. very tall, long eyelashes, muscular. Peter chains them together without
saying a word. The happy woman says, ‘I wonder what I did to deserve being chained to you for all of eternity?’ The
guy says, ‘I don’t know about you, but I stepped on a duck.'

Job Application
Phillip, a worker from Melbourne, applied for a fork lift operator job at a well known Melbourne firm. A
Queenslander also applied for the same position and since both applicants had similar qualifications they were asked
to take a test and were led to a quiet room by the manager so there would be no interruptions. When the results were
in, both men had scored 19 out of 20. The manager thanked Philip for applying, but told him they had decided to
give the other bloke the job.
A puzzled Philip asked: “Why is he getting the job? We both got 19 questions correct. As I come from Melbourne,
and the job is here, surely I should get the job?" The manager said: “we've made our decision not on the correct
answers, but on the question you got wrong.”
A shocked Philip replied. “How could one incorrect answer be better than another”?
The manager replied: "Well, on Q7, the Queenslander wrote, ‘I don't know’, and you put down, ‘Neither do I’.”
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Best of the Evening Species – Aerides multiflora - grown by Jane and Peter D’Olier
Aerides is a genus of about 28 Asian species related to the
Vandas. They are medium size plants and have smallish flowers,
generally around 2 or 3cm diameter, but they have lots of them.
They often have multiple arching or pendent flower spikes at the
same time and make a fabulous display when they flower.
Aerides multiflora comes from fairly wide ranging areas of
moderate elevation (0 -1100m), from India in the east to Vietnam
in the west, and down through Thailand. It is often found as an
epiphyte in deciduous or semi-deciduous forests. The foxtail
inflorescences are up to 30cm long and carry roughly 50, pink
and white, 2.2cm flowers. This one of Peter and Jane’s looks like
a fairly young plant as yet, and I feel sure its spikes will get
longer as the plant grows and builds strength. They have got it
growing very nicely I think they will see more and more flowers
in the next few years.
Aerides multiflora is one of those orchids that some can grow cold and others can not. To some extent the difference
is a matter of where you live and how harsh winter applies itself in your location. However, there are also two fairly
distinct genetic strains in the A. multiflora gene pool. According to the wonderful culture info in Orchidwiz from
Charles and Margaret Baker, the type variety is the one that comes from the slightly higher elevations, mostly from
the western end of its range, the other form comes from the eastern end of the range and from significantly lower
elevations, and are sometimes referred to as A. multiflora var. godefroyana.
My rule of thumb for whether I can grow a species cold, is based on the elevations from which it is mostly found.
Not that such a measure is easy to determine of course, but these days the internet is very informative and Orchidwiz
is a great information source.
I have found over many years experience that orchid species that are regularly found at elevations of 1500m or above
can always be safely grown cold in my roofed shadehouse, where the winter temperature can drop to 0 or 1°C.
Species found between 1000 and 1500m can probably also be grown cold (that is, without heat) but some might be
touchy and subject to leaf spotting below 5°C. Species from below 1000m nearly all need artificial heat at my place.
As you can see, multiflora is one of those maybee’s for me. I tried one years ago and it died in its first winter, but I
was less experienced then, and perhaps it was one of the warmer kinds. I am trying again now and have raised a
seedling up to near flowering size, just no flowers yet. By the way, don’t ask me how to tell you which variety is
which because the way they have been line bred these days, I doubt anyone can tell. What I am really doing for you
is just giving you a perfect excuse if you try one and fail. If you buy one and it dies, it is clearly one of the warmer
growing varieties - don’t you agree?
But don’t let me put you off having a go.
How about the picture on the right to show
you what a beauty it can be if you succeed.
And what would you think if you were
walking through the jungle and saw the
tree in the second picture, covered in
mutiflora seedlings like that one. Wow!
The other Aerides species are pretty good
too, and some of them, like A. odorata and
fieldingii (syn rosea), can come from higher elevations which makes them a little more cold tolerant. I recommend
you keep an eye out for advanced seedlings at the shows and orchid fair this year.
Anyway, congratulations on your “Best of the Evening” Jane and Peter. It will be a lovely specimen in a few years.

Missing Glasses
While on a road trip, an elderly couple stopped at a roadside restaurant for lunch. After finishing their meal, they
left the restaurant, and resumed their trip but when leaving, the wife had accidentally left her glasses on the table, and
didn't miss them until they had been driving for about 40 minutes. By then, to add to the aggravation, they had to
travel quite a distance before they could find a place to u-turn in order to go back.
All the way back, the husband became the classic grouchy old man. He fussed and complained, and scolded his wife
relentlessly during the drive. The more he chided her, the more agitated he became He just wouldn't let up.
She was greatly relieved when they finally got back to the restaurant, and as she got out of the car, and hurried inside
to get her glasses, she was flabbergasted to hear her husband call out: “While you're in there, you might as well also
get my hat and the credit card”.

5

The Orchid Root Detective

by Dr. Courtney Hackney
(reproduced with permission of the St Augustine Orchid Society, Florida USA. Dr. Courtney Hackney wrote a monthly column
of his orchid growing tips for about 20 years in their monthly newsletter.)

The growth of plants is directly tied to a root system that delivers enough water
and nutrients to accommodate the plant’s needs. While your orchids may not
consciously decide to grow additional roots because they need more water, the
same effect occurs through plant hormones. What this means to the orchid grower
is that the degree to which your orchids allocate energy for root or leaf growth
depends on what they have in least supply relative to how much they require.
This is actually an old concept developed by a German soil scientist, called
“Liebig’s Law”. If an orchid is being grown and has less water available than it
needs, it will grow additional roots.
Conversely, if a plant has an adequate
water supply in the presence of lots of light and nutrients more
leaves will be added by the plant.
In “the wild”, the proportion of roots to shoots reflects what is
limiting plant growth. More roots than shoots suggest water or
nutrient limitations. Some desert plants have a 20 to 1 ratio of
roots to shoots, while under almost ideal conditions in rain
forests; this ratio can be almost 1 to 1.
?? What is the ratio of roots to shoots on your orchids?
Most cultivated orchids are epiphytes, that is, they grown
attached to trees or rocks and do not have access to soils where
water and nutrients are stored in nature. Epiphytes in general are
especially adapted to resisting water and nutrient loss and holding on to what they have, but still reflect a
root to shoot ratio more than 1. One additional trick orchids use is to grow slowly to lessen their need for
nutrients and water.
Cultivating epiphytic orchids requires us to be sensitive to the balance each plant maintains. Only when that
balance is maintained will the plant favour us with exceptional blooms. The orchids in my greenhouse
came from many different growers that grow in all kinds of media, so there has been plenty of opportunity
to observe both the quantity and quality of roots and the approximate root to shoot ratio. Phals have been
especially noteworthy as a means of comparing roots because they are among the fastest growing cultivated
orchids.
One commercial grower was noted for beautifully large, well-flowered phals grown in Pro-Mix.(#1 )
However, his phals had few roots when repotted and had a root to shoot ratio below 1 to 1. Obviously, he
had mastered the “art” of maximizing nutrients and water availability. His plants did not require additional
roots to obtain either water or nutrients, and so spent their available energy on growing more leaves and
flowering. Most amazing was that this was done in a dense medium without suffocating the roots.
#1

(Pro-mix is a proprietary USA orchid potting medium based on western fir bark, charcoal and perlite).

Most hobbyists have difficulty obtaining this kind of growth without killing roots. Hydroponic growers
accomplish the same thing, i.e., a low root to shoot ratio, by constantly bathing their plants in water and
nutrients in an oxygen rich environment. Remember that roots need oxygen to grow. Phal growers using
sphagnum moss also obtain rapid growth and also do so by growing fewer roots. However, their roots are
very thick and fleshy because phal roots grown in a constant supply of moisture take on a different form. If
repotted in a more open mix, these roots will die.
If you grow phals mounted, in lava rock or other coarse medium, there will be more roots than shoots,
reminiscent of their natural state. These roots will be hard and flattened for life, as they are when attached
to a tree. Repotting a phal that is adapted for such conditions will lead to the loss of most roots during and
immediately after repotting. The result is usually fewer and smaller flowers the following year. The more
growing time between repotting and flowering, the better the flowers will be. This is the reason most
commercial growers repot after their plants have flowered. Growers that consistently get AOS awards have
mastered Liebig’s Law.
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