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Next Meeting : Monday, 15th May, 2017
Venue : The Lindfield Community Centre, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
There will be no Culture Class this month. The Main meeting commences at 8pm and we have a very special guest
speaker for the main meeting in Bill Dobson who will give us a talk on his 2016 trip to Queensland with a small
group of his friends and fellow Australian native orchid enthusiasts. This is a wonderful opportunity for our members
to see some of the natural habitats in which some of our native orchids have evolved. It should provide great insights
into what we need to do to grow them the way they really want. Don’t miss it.
Our supper volunteers for May are Jessie Koh and Herb Schock. Many thanks from all of us.

Best of Evening Novice – Dendrobium Green Apple - grown by Lina Huang
What a delicious colour, you could just eat it couldn’t you. However,
when I looked this one up in Orchidwiz, a curious situation arises. It
was registered in 2004 by Koh Keng Hoe Orchid Nursery in
Singapore but it was listed as both parents being unknown. I didn’t
even know it was possible to do that. If the registrant doesn’t know
what the parents are, he presumably doesn’t know who developed it
either or possibly even where it came from. How can he know, for
example, that it isn’t a piece of an already registered hybrid? If we are
allowed to register any lost label plant in our collection, and give it a
new name, there will be chaos in the system of registration so I have
no idea what is behind this one.
As Dendrobium Apple Green, I obviously can’t tell you anything
about it, but I did a bit of a search for similar looking green
Dendrobiums and I must say that this one bears a distinct similarity to a hybrid
called Den. Burana Jade. This hybrid varies quite a bit between individual clones
and I don’t know which this one might be, or even if it is Burana Jade, but as I
have nothing to offer on the other name, may I tell you that Burana Jade was
registered in 1996 by a big nursery in Thailand. Its parents are Bankok Beauty and
Burana Fancy. Its species make up is 39% D phalaenopsis (like bigibbum), 28%
schulleri (a metre tall lowland species from PNG with yellow green flowers), and
small percentages from 6 other mostly lowland species, mostly from PNG, mostly
from section lineale. Clearly, this is a warm growing orchid, although at the April
meeting Lina told us that she is growing her plant cold in a relatively mild climate
area of Sydney. I have tried to grow a few of these pretty orchids in the past and
have so far failed so although I am not much of a benchmark on the culture of the
type, all credit to Lina for growing it so well. It is a delightful orchid Lina, and I
envy how well you have grown and flowered it.
Den Burana Jade ‘Burana’
Congratulations on yet another best of the evening Lina. You are obviously a very skilled orchid grower and I love
seeing the wonderful orchids you bring in each month. Well done.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. Missing from Next Meeting – As our President Kevin announced last month, he will be on holidays next meeting
and the plan was for me to chair the meeting in his absence. However, I have since also had to withdraw as I have
now been booked into hospital for a minor operation on my nose. When I was offered the May date, I decided I
should go ahead, but fear not, you will all be in very capable hands as the very experienced Trevor Onslow will now
run the meeting.
2. New Member – At our last meeting, a new member joined our society. Welcome aboard to Eliza Lam, I hope you
enjoy our meetings and our occasional social outings. Would all current members please go out of their way to make
Eliza feel welcome.
3. Chinese Dinner – Well that went well didn’t it. On Friday 28th April, 26 members and partners got together for a
wonderful banquet dinner at the Eastern City Chinese Restaurant, Pennant Hills.
We did it a little differently this time. Instead of ordering the standard banquet
dishes the restaurant usually supplies, we ordered dishes off the standard menu
list, specified in advance by the committee, guided by the steady hand of Angie
Lyle who did all the liaison with the restaurant.
The food was great and the company even better, and everybody seemed to really
enjoy the outing. A massive thank you to Angie. We would never have even tried
it on our own - you can manage my dinners anytime.
Bob Ellis took a few photos on the night to show what it was like. I cant show
them all to you but I think you will get the idea from these few. If you missed out,
write yourself a naughty note and make sure you join in next time.

4. Our annual Photographic (or digital picture) Competition – June Meeting 2017 (19/6/17)
Just another reminder – the Photographic Competition will be our feature of the night at our June meeting. The
purpose of the competition is to offer an additional avenue of orchid appreciation to members and to perhaps act as a
lead-in to the Art Section of the St Ives Orchid Fair. All members are encouraged to participate.
Rules of the Competition:

1. Participants must be members of the society and are to advise Graeme Mohr (telephone 94498127 or preferably
email mohr48@optusnet.com.au ) before the June meeting that they wish to enter and the number of entries.
There is a limit of 3 photographs per membership.
2. Pictures must be an original photograph/picture taken by the member. Maximum size of exhibit is a single A4 size
sheet. (300 x 210mm).
3. The name of exhibitor is to be placed on the back of the exhibit.
4. Exhibits to be handed to Graeme by 7.10pm on the showing night, Monday 19/06/17. Exhibits will be allocated a
unique number on hanging (by Graeme). The number will then be placed on the exhibit.
5. Entries will be located in the culture class room. The competition replaces culture class on the night of 19/06/17.
6. Each exhibits must feature an orchid as the main subject, and be presented suitable for displaying. Exhibits are not
to have been awarded a prize previously at the Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society or the St Ives Orchid Fair.
Whenever possible, the Society competition rules will mirror the St Ives Orchid Fair Art Section rules.
JUDGING: This year there will be no judging by invited judges. The winners will be based on a popular vote system
by club members present on the night. Each member may vote, and the entry that attracts the most votes wins.
Members who vote must convey their choice to Graeme before the end of the tea break. Results will be announced on
the night, immediately after the main invited speaker presentation.
First prize $15 sales table voucher. Second prize $10 sales table voucher. Third prize $5 sales table voucher.
5. 70th Anniversary – As we mentioned last month, this year marks our Society’s 70th anniversary and part of the
arrangements on the night at our July meeting will be a display of society memorabilia. If any members have any
interesting items they could loan us for the night (photos, trophies, decorations from our past orchid displays, records,
old bulletins, etc) we would love to hear about it. Please contact any member of the committee and talk to us.
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Best of Evening Hybrid – Den. Kuranda Classic ‘Violet’ - grown by (Garrie and Lesley Bromley)
Well speak of the devil. Last month in
discussing Den Enobi Splash, I mentioned the
other major hardcane Dendrobium mutation
developed by man (the ‘Pansy’ flowered
types) and mentioned that we don’t tend to
see many of them these days. And here we
have Garrie and Lesley bring in a stunning
example of the type a month later. I know he
just did it to teach me a lesson, but I guess I deserved it. Isn’t it a beauty?
These ‘pansy types’ are the ones where the three petals (including the lip)
have the same form. In the evolution of orchids, it was that one petal
modified to become the lip that was the first mutation, forming a special
landing platform and guide for the pollinator, to make sure it approached the sexual parts of the flower (the column)
at the right angle and in the right way. The insect was guided to deposit pollen from an earlier flower its visit to this
flower, and then have the pollen from this flower glued to the back of its head to be carried on to the next flower. The
modifications that made a petal into a lip are usually that the rear edges curl upward to form
a tube of sorts to make the insect poke its head against the column, and also in many cases,
the outer part of the lip narrows to become a flat landing pad aiming it toward the tube
around the column. The vast majority of epiphytic orchids have this basic form.
Among ornamentally grown orchids, the most common mutation away from this pattern is
what is generally referred to as a peloric form. I think that last month I erroneously called it
petaloid, sorry about that. Anyway, a peloric mutation is where the two lateral petals exhibit
some of the characteristics of the mutation that make the lip. The flower never looks like it
D phalaenopsis
has three lips, but you can clearly see some of the flaring, or ridges, or colour markings that form the lip, in the two
lateral petals.
The normal orchid flower is what is called zygomorphic. That is, there only way the flower can be equally divided
into two or more parts, and that is with a straight line from top to bottom, through the middle of the dorsal sepal and
the lip, thus making two mirrored halves. Actinomorphic (or peloric) flowers on the other hand, should be able to be
divided into three or more equal segments. Den Kuranda Classic ‘Violet’ is a good example of a Actinomorphic
form, but the other examples shown below, are still described as peloric because although they are not perfectly
actinomorphic, they are clearly reversions away from the sharp distinction between lip and standard petal form.

Catt hybrid

D. nobile v cooksonianum

Catt intermedia

RLC Island Charm

Cym Kakadu Sunset

In the case of the pansy type Dendrobiums, it is not the lateral petals that have mutated to look something like the lip,
it is the lip that has un-mutated to go back to look like the petals. How’s that for a twist. It is still essentially a peloric
form because the flower has reverted from zygomorphic to actinomorphic, but whatever you call it, it sure looks great
doesn’t it. This one of Garrie and Lesley’s represents one of the best of the pansy type I have ever seen.
Congratulations on another BOE guys (this has been a recording, .. a recording, ... a recording ........) We love it

Best of the Evening Species – Laelia anceps grown by (Peter and Jane D’Olier)
The species is so perfectly suited to Sydney’s climate. It is one of the
first orchids recommended to new growers because it is attractive,
big, one of the hardiest of orchids, and can be easily grown in a
backyard without a shadehouse or glasshouse.
L. anceps comes from Mexico and the Honduras at altitudes of only
500-1800 metres, but although this might make you think it isn’t a
genuine cold grower, experience tells us otherwise. Its normal habitat
would be in oak and pine forests, but nowadays it also often occurs as
an epiphyte in coffee plantations in those areas. It is a species of quite
variable form in nature. It has a long inflorescence and generally has
only 2 or 3 flowers at the end of the inflorescence, but it can have up
to 5. The length of the flower stem is quite variable. It can be as short as 30cm or so but it is not unusual for it to be
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as long as 1.2 metres or more. In more recent modern times however, hybridists have concentrated on improving the
flower shape and shortening the inflorescence, and these days spikes of 60-80cm seemed to be about the norm.
Colour is also quite variable. Pink is the most common base colour, but there are many whites and pale blues. The
biggest colour variation is in the lip, which can have pink, purple, white, yellow, or blue as the main colour, and can
be either deeply coloured or in pastel tones. The pictures below offer an indication of some of the variation.

The form benched by Peter and Jane is a particularly nice flower for an anceps and has received an HCC award (78.5
points) from the Australia Orchid Council. The petals are relatively broad, the flower outline nice and circular and
balanced, and the lip has a broad, square shape. However, anceps are not the sort of Cattleya/Laelia group plant to
compete with the big flossy hybrid Cattleya alliance hybrids on the open bench. It’s beauty is relative, like most
species compared to the hybrids.
The way anceps will make the biggest impact on your visitors, is to grow it into a
reasonable size specimen plant. A large plant with multiple spikes (like the one at the
right), each terminating in 3 or 4 flowers, makes quite a show. The long arching
flower stems give it a particularly graceful appearance.
For many years the only plants of anceps that were available were the wild collected
forms which typically had very long flower stems and widely spaced pseudobulbs. As
anceps is a tough old bird, even when mistreated, many of these old species are still
widely available today as hand-me-downs and shared plants among gardeners. They
are still nice plants to have and if you have a passion for history, you may still find
some of the old named clones that were awarded a hundred years ago or more.
But, the modern bred types are much better. They have shorter rhizome gaps, shorter flower stems, and better shaped
flowers. Keep and eye on the professional orchid nursery lists from time to time and check what becomes available.
Just a few years ago, Royale Orchids were selling seedlings of a cross designed to produce gorgeous white flowered
blue lip types with short stems and all I saw turned out to be a stunners. These modern line bred types are the ones to
acquire unless you get the chance a buy a division of an awarded type like the D’Olier’s plant at an orchid auction.
Congratulations Peter and Jane, very nice orchid and nicely grown and presented.

So Where do these Spots Come From?

article by Jim Brydie
Several years ago when I was attending the “Orchids Out West” show at the
Hawkesbury racetrack, Ray Clement’s Tinonee Orchids stall had some attractive, in
flower, and brightly coloured Cattleya alliance orchids for sale. I have always been
a sucker for the brightly coloured smaller flowering Cattleya alliance orchids, even
though I am only an average grower of such. One of the lovely things Ray had for
sale were some orchids labelled EPLC Volcano Trick ‘Orange Fire’ and as they
very reasonably priced I decided to buy one. I generally don’t buy flowering orchids
as I prefer to buy small ones and grow them up myself, but this time I let my head
go and got one even though I had no idea what the cross was or whether it needed
any special conditions for it to grow. I have never regretted that decision. This
lovely orchid (pictured right) has flowered for me every year since I bought it and it
has given me great enjoyment. I will never be competitive with the many expert
Cattleya growers we have in our society, but last month I benched two “Cattleyas”,
and my Volcano Trick was even judged third in its class. WOW.
EPLC Volcano Trick ‘Orange Fire’
Members may remember an article I wrote in January last
year on a group of spotted Laeliinae group hybrids that are
derived from the unlikely parentage of Brassavola nodosa.
The article was prompted by examination of an orchid I had
always admired, and that was Brassocattleya Richard
Mueller. The parents of Richard Mueller are Brassavola
nodosa and one of the pretty little species that used to be
called rupicolous Laelias, - ie Cattleya milleri. Milleri has
Brassavola nodosa
BC Richard Mueller
firebox red flowers, and nodosa has what appear to be green flowers with a flared white lip. Neither seems to be
spotted but if you look really closely at nodosa flowers, many clones exhibit almost tiny, almost invisible red spots
scattered around the inner base of the lip. When nodosa is crossed with other Cattleya or Laelia species or their
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hybrids, it very often produces wonderful spotting and similar patterns in the lip. Sometimes even spots in other parts
of the flower. As a result of that little article, one of our members gave me a present of a nice little piece of Richard
Mueller (thank you Christine), and I always enjoy it’s delightfully bright flowers when it blooms.
However, this month the subject of my spotty curiosity has no nodosa in its background, despite the similarity of its
flowers to BC Richard Mueller. Curious about the background of its delightful spots, I finally decided to examine its
breeding to see if it had any common parentage with my “Richard”, but as you already know by now of course, it
doesn’t. It’s parents are the famous old orchid Laeliocattleya Trick or Treat (ie 1973 – Chit Chat x Icarus), and the
very odd species Epidendrum stamfordianum. The spotting obviously comes from stamfordianum.
Epidendrum stamfordianum is a very curious species indeed. The Bakers description in Orchiwiz tells us that this
species is found from Mexico all the way down to Colombia and Venezuela. It is an epiphyte found in open forests
and coffee plantations, usually on the larger branches of tree crowns, up to elevations of about 900m. They say it
generally grows in areas with a definite dry season. These are warm territories and the elevation is not high enough to
make it a cold or cool grower in Sydney. The dry season equates to the months of June through October in the
southern hemisphere but although there is greatly reduced rain in these months in its natural habitats, they are not
really totally dry either.
Stamfordianum is a very attractive species in flower. It usually
flowers in August or September but its season can vary a little either
way. It produces a branched spike up to 60cm long, but oddly, from
the base of the plant and not from the top, and has many 3.5cm
diameter flowers. Most have greenish sepals and petals with purple
splotches or spots, and a white to lavender lip, but there are many
forms, including some that have an overall pink flush (variety
roseum). Either way they always attract hugely popular comment when they are
benched and are very desirable. The problem is, they are not very easy to grow in
our Sydney climate. They won’t tolerate the full cold of our winters, and they
insist on that ‘dryish’ rest for nearly half the year. While visiting Cairns on Phil
Spence’s tour last year, I was amazed at how well they seem to grow up there in
the nurseries. I guess the colder climate here in Sydney must be a serious
limitation in their culture although some growers, like the Bromleys, seem to
have mastered their requirements quite satisfactorily. I have had a flowering size
plant in my glasshouse for about 5 years and have never flowered it, even though
it does seem to be growing well enough and is very slowly getting bigger. While in Cairns, I also bought an advanced
seedling of a supposedly superior form that seems to be growing ok as well. I still have my fingers crossed for both.
The Volcano Trick cross varies greatly in colour and pattern from one clone to another, as you can see from the
pictures below, but the most curious feature I noticed when I researched this article was that individual mericlones of
“Orange Fire” seem to also vary, and in some pictures, it seems patterns can also vary among flowers on the same
stem. I have only ever grown my one plant so I can’t be sure that this represents genetic instability or perhaps
mutation between artificially produced clones, but my guess is a bit of both. Variation between meristematic tissue
clones is certainly well know and there are many famous examples. But on the other hand, it may just be that a clone
like “Orange Fire” might flower differently under different conditions, such as more or less light, more or less
fertiliser, higher or lower temperatures. Who knows, but it’s fun to notice these things isn’t it?

V. Trick ‘Paradise’

V. Trick ‘Orange Delight’

V. Trick ‘Fireball’

V. Trick ‘Maplewood’

V. Trick ‘Vashti Bird’

Diary Dates 2017
* Fri – Sun, 26,27,28 May - Orchids Out West - Hawkesbury Racecourse, Clarendon (opposite RAAF Base)
* Thur - Sat, 15 - 17 June 2017 - Cumberland Orchid Circle Display, Carlingford Court, Carlingford
* Fri – Sun, 23,24,25 June – Open Days Royale Orchids, Brieses Road, Peats Ridge
* Sat, Sun 24,25 June - Mingara Orchid Fair/Show, Mingara Club, Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi.
Church Notices: 1. Next weeks Fasting and Prayer Conference includes all meals.
2. Rummage sale Saturday. Get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands ladies.
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Best Time to Repot

- Courtney’s Orchid Growing Tips - Dr. Courtney Hackney
(Dr. Courtney Hackney wrote a monthly column of his orchid growing tips in the St Augustine Orchid Soc. bulletin
[Florida USA] for about 20 years. This reprint from April 2009, which will be forever relevant, is reproduced with
the permission of the St Augustine Society) However, please remember, their April is our October.
This month is one of the busiest for every orchid grower. After a period of relative
dormancy, orchids of every kind are beginning to grow. New orchid growers must learn to
recognize when the growth cycle begins. Proper repotting and fertilizing of orchids depends
on that recognition. The purpose of repotting should not be to multiply a plant, but to
replace decaying medium. A well grown plant, however, will often need a larger pot and
yield extra pieces (divisions) for friends.
In nature, growth begins with some signal from nature, usually a change in day length or
the beginning of the rainy season. Orchid hobbyists who become skilled growers of species
also become competent naturalists because they must learn the key elements of the
environment from which their difficult-to-grow orchids come.
Most of us do not undertake growing the difficult species, but enjoy the more generic
hybrids that are much easier to grow and for which signs of growth are clear. Standard Phalaenopsis, those with large
flowers, begin their growth cycle when days begin to get longer and the temperature within the pot remains above 60
F (about 15.5° Celsius). They will begin growth even with flowers on spikes. However, growth will begin earlier and
proceed faster if spikes are removed. New leaves emerging from the center of the old leaves and new roots breaking
from the stem just above the last living roots are a sure sign that growth has begun.

When this happens, your Phalaenopsis can be repotted with the least damage. If your Phalaenopsis was a gift, it likely
needs repotting. If the medium in the pot seems to stay wet longer or your orchids’ leaves are wilting, it likely needs
repotting. Repotting can be as simple as removing the plant from the medium, shaking the old medium from the roots
and replacing the orchid in a new pot with new medium. New hobbyists can find lots of information, including
videos, on the process of repotting, or attend a local orchid society potting demonstration and learn how to repot a
Phalaenopsis. It is easy. (**Note From Jim Brydie: In Sydney, Phalaenopsis are essentially warm growers and prefer
a minimum temperature of about 12-15° Celsius, but when grown as an indoor plant they will tolerate significantly
lower temperatures. A house/flat that is heated for the humans will maintain some of that heat overnight and only
slowly cool down after you turn of the heater and go to bed. The moderated cooling rate helps them tolerate better)
Cattleya hybrids can generally be repotted in spring too. The trick is to begin the process before the orchid initiates
root growth. Once new roots begin, there is the risk of damage to these new roots, which may set the plant back. It is
OK to repot before roots are seen unless the hybrid is a “bifoliate-type” (very tall pseudobulbs and two or more
leaves on each bulb). If you have one of this group, wait until you see new roots, which may be later in the spring or
early summer. Members of this group can be killed by repotting at the wrong time.
Paphs and Phrags (slipper orchids) are best repotted right after they flower. While they decrease their growth rate
when light levels are lower, they will grow all year long. Usually, there is a new growth beginning to mature as the
older growth finishes flowering on a plant.
Vandas are particularly sensitive to low temperatures. This group of orchids grows best in high light, accompanied by
night temperatures above 65°F (about 18° Celsius) and days above 80°F (about 26.6° Celsius) Most mature Vandas
are grown mounted or in baskets. Hobbyists that grow indoors are often enticed into purchasing Vandas in hanging
baskets and then left wondering what to do with them. They can be repotted into large clay pots as long as the
medium has a diameter of an inch or more (25mm). However, it is best to avoid repotting this type of orchid. Once it
gets warm, find a place outside under a lightly shading tree and water frequently.
Confession
A drunk staggers into a Catholic Church, enters a confessional booth, sits down, but says nothing. The Priest on the
other side coughs a few times to get his attention, but the drunk continues to just sit there. .. Finally, the Priest pounds
three times on the wall. The drunk mumbles, “Ain't no use knockin', there's no paper on this side either.”
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