THE MONTHLY BULLETIN OF THE
KU-RING-GAI ORCHID SOCIETY INC.
(Established in 1947)
A.B.N. 92 531 295 125

November 2016 Volume 57 No. 11
Annual Membership : $12 single, $15 family
Patron : Keith Irvine

web site : http:/kuringaiorchidsociety.org.au
C. Member :
Pauline Onslow 9477 3516
C. Member :
Trevor Onslow
9477 3516
C. Member :
Cynthia Brydie
9476 3383
C. Member :
Bernie Britton
9451 9144
C. Member :
Graeme Mohr
9449 8127
C. Member :
Rod Heydon
9498 8511

Committee

President : Kevin Crocker 9484 7072
Secretary : Bob Ellis
9987 4403
7 Meredith Avenue, Hornsby, 2077
Treasurer : Kevin Crocker 9484 7072
C. Member :
Dennys Angove 9477 7689
Membership Secretary: Angie Lyle 0418 963 164 mail subscriptions to 9 Kerela Ave, Wahroonga, 2076
Vice President & Editor : Jim Brydie 9476 3383 - email = jimbrydie@bigpond.com

Next Meeting : Monday, 21st November, 2016
Venue : The Lindfield Community Centre, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
As this month is our annual members auction night, there will be no Culture Class to enable members to review and
inspect the plants to be auctioned.
The main meeting commences at 8pm and as already mentioned, this month we will have our members orchid
auction after the tea break. Each single membership can submit a maximum of 2 plants to sell, family memberships
3, but please make sure that the orchids are free of obvious pests and diseases and are well established. The Society
reserves the right to reject any orchid that its officer’s believe to be in poor condition or are otherwise unsuitable.
Remember, overall appearance and grooming do make a difference, so clean them up and stake them before you
bring them in.
When you arrive you will be given a form to fill in, with the plant names and stating any reserve price etc. These help
our auction managers record sales values and help us pay you as quickly as we can. Buyers must pay cash on the
night. We do not have a credit card facility. We will try to pay sellers on the night but it may be the next meeting.
Our supper volunteers for November are Kitt Reyes and Lisa Harris. Thank you for helping again.

Best of Evening Novice – Rhinochilus Yellow Cascades x Sarc. australis - grown by D & J Angove
Another of the lovely Australian native hybrids we see on our benches these
days. Haven’t they come a long way in the past 20 years or so.
This is one of those unusual types bred from Rhinerrhiza divitiflora and I am sure
we are yet to see the best of its line. Divitiflora is known as raspy root because
the surface of its roots is rough like coarse sandpaper, but it most amazing feature
is its 40cm long inflorescence with up to 60 spidery yellow 5cm or more flowers.
Unfortunately, the flowers only last a day or two and it has proven hard to
maintain the best of its genes in breeding without also getting the worst.
Yellow Cascades is Sarc. Canary x Rhinochilus Dorothy and the
only picture I could find makes one wonder where the name
comes from. It is a nice longish raceme but it looks more like
rather a poor Sarc. hartmannii than a yellow cascade. I am in the
dark as to why anyone would then cross this result with Sarc.
australis but I guess that is why I am not an orchid breeder.
Australis is a little green flowered species from NSW and
Victoria that we rarely see benched because it isn’t easy to grow.
It is more common in the southern end of its range and is usually Yellow Cascades
confined to fern gullies and creek courses where there is constant humidity.
I remember being shown some plants of it growing in the upper reaches of Berowra creek near Hornsby when I first
began growing orchids. Perhaps they are still there today but whether they are or they aren’t, it is a rather modest little
orchid best left in its place. At first glance it doesn’t seem to have added much to “Yellow Cascades”, but then, who
knows what is now hiding in the genes. We might be just one more generation away from something really special.
Congratulations anyway Dennys and Janine. A very pretty little orchid and very nicely grown.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. Last month’s AGM - At the AGM, the previous committee was re-elected but in the absence of any other
nominations for Treasurer, Kevin Crocker also stood for that role in addition to President. He was elected to both
roles but is looking for someone to at least take over management of our stock of pots for the sales table. If a member
could take on that responsibility we would be very grateful.
In addition, if during the year, anyone offers to take on the Treasurer role, Kevin would love to hear from you. The
committee has the power to make appointments during the year.
2. Tea Break Suppers – the final word from your vice president and bulletin editor. - We had 65 members and
guests at our last meeting, and frankly, YOUR contributions to supply the supper were very disappointing.
Must I explain once more that IF YOU DON’T BRING ALONG FOOD OF SOME KIND, THEN THERE ISN’T
ANY SUPPER. All I can say is thank goodness for the particularly generous contributions of the few. A hand full of
members regularly donate much larger supper contributions than they should have to. I won’t mention names as it
may embarrass those good people, but my personal thanks to you all.
Contributing a small plate of “something” for supper is not a law. You won’t be kicked out of the club for non
compliance. However, unless there is some very good reason, I would expect the vast majority of members to bring
something most months. No one cares if you miss a month from time to time. We all understand that circumstances
get in the way every now and then, but it would seem at present that some members NEVER EVER BRING
ANYTHING, and after working on your committee for nearly 40 years, I don’t think that is good enough.
All we ask is something like half a packet of biscuits, or a few muffins, or half a dozen sandwiches, or if you run out
of time, perhaps a packet of crisps or the like. But please, don’t you think it is rather selfish to not bring anything?
Pick up your game people. I am tired of asking.
3. New Members : Following our last meeting, three new members have joined our society. We welcome Ana &
Miriam Varga and Maryanne Sogaard and hope you enjoy our meetings and other activities and make new friends
among us. Would all members please go out of their way to say hello and make them feel at home.
4. Name Badges – Following on from the previous item, please all remember to wear your name badges to meetings.
It is a huge aid to social communication. People tend to be shy at making contact when they don’t know the other
party’s names. Put your badge in the car now so you don’t forget it, and wear it when you get there.
5. Growing Competition Plants : Its time again. We haven’t had them in for a while so we need to see how our little
treasures are coming along. I wouldn’t be surprised if there were a few flower spike on some by now.
So, next meeting we want you to bring in your Degamoara Olympia ‘Jacqui Louise’ competition plants. Remember
however, it not really a competition as we are not keeping a score. Each benching night (like this month) there is a
lucky draw, among those who benched, for two $5 sales table vouchers – to encourage benching.
Experienced growers will review the benched plants and discuss with members how they are growing. The objective
is to share an insight in the culture of the plants that seem to be growing well.
When you bench, make sure you fill out a benching ticket with just your growing comp plant number on the front, and
your name on the back. Please participate and bring your plants in.
6. Earlier Date for the Xmas Party : As we have done the past two years, we are bringing the Christmas party
meeting forward a week to avoid it getting too close to the real Christmas holidays. It is now Mon 12th Dec. Please
make sure that you all mark your calendars in advance so that you don’t miss out on the party.

Orchid dates Nov/Dec.
Sun 13 Nov, Orchid Auction Manly Warringah OS, Cromer Community Centre, Fisher Rd North, Cromer
Sun 4 Dec, Open Day at Hills District Orchids, Tinonee Orchids also visiting. 183 Windsor Rd Baulkham Hills (park in Mary St
or Windemere Avenue)
Mon 12 Dec. Kuringai Orchid Society meeting night and Christmas party. Remember, its a week early.

Hospital Bills
A man suffered a serious heart attack while shopping in a store. When the store clerk saw him collapse to the floor he
called 911. An ambulance rushed the man to the nearest hospital where he had emergency open heart bypass surgery.
He awakened from the surgery to find himself in the care of nuns at the Catholic Hospital. A nun was seated next to
his bed holding a clipboard loaded with forms, and a pen. She asked him how he was going to pay for his treatment.
“Do you have health insurance?” she asked. - He replied in a croaky, raspy voice, “No health insurance.”
The nun asked, “Do you have money in the bank?” - Again he croaked out, “No money ... in .. bank.”
Do you have a relative who could help you with the payments?” asked the irritated nun.
He said, “I only have a spinster sister, and she is a nun.”
The nun became agitated and announced loudly, “Nuns are not spinsters! Nuns are married to God.” The patient
slowly replied, “In that case, send the bill to my brother-in-law.”
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Best of the Evening Species – Oncidium croesus - growers Trevor and Pauline Onslow
Do you know what this name ‘croesus’ means? It is a reference
to King Croesus who ruled a part of Greece called Lydia, in
about 550 BC. He was reputed to be very rich and generous and
was credited with being the first to issue true gold coins for
general circulation. The species name is presumably a reference
to the generous and rich flowering of this very pretty orchid.
Oncidium croesus comes from Rio de Janiero state in Brazil. It is
an epiphyte from the coastal Atlantic ranges at elevations
between about 400 and 600 metres. Its flowers are about 3cm in
diameter, and there are 3 to 5 on the short inflorescence.
It is part of a group of 3 or 4 quite similar species that all have a
scrambling habit, eventually forming a clustered mat of plant
which flowers on short inflorescences close to the leaves. All
these species were all initially considered to be Onc longipes,
which is another that we see on our benches from time to time.
Longipes however, has a much more open flower and is mostly yellow, and croesus is much more highly coloured,
and a stunner by comparison.
The typical colour is brown dorsal sepal and petals, and a yellow lip with varying amounts of crimson red in the
centre around the column, but it does vary as you can see below. Good clones like Trevor and Pauline’s, have really
dark chocolate upper segments. The lip has two wings each side of the column and the red splash in the centre should
make them really stand out. Shape also varies and in some cases the bottom sepals are so long you can see them poke
out below the lip. Due to line breeding, most clones or seedlings you buy today should be quite superior.

When you understand its needs, this is a reasonably easy orchid to grow but it seems to insist on a dry environment.
Trevor grows his in peat and perlite but he has it hanging about 60cm below a polycarbonate roof and quite close to a
shadecloth wall where it gets good airflow. He says he would water about once a week in summer and about every
two weeks in winter. However, Trevor is a very skillful grower who watches and knows his plants and grows
accordingly. His regime might not succeed for everyone. For example, I too grow O. croesus in peat and perlite and
have it hanging 2 metres off the ground in my shadehouse. I took it to the Species society show a couple of weeks ago
and when I brought it home and went to hang it back up, it fell out of the pot. All its live roots were growing along the
rhizome and there was only one root down into the medium. I obviously water more than Trevor and too much for
croesus to tolerate peat and perlite. I am now going to transfer it to an open bark mix in a much more shallow pot, or
even a slatted basket. The best specimen of its cousin O. longipes that I ever grew was in a slatted basket where it
dried very quickly after watering, so perhaps that might be the best call for me. Even so, I doubt I will ever match
Trevor and Pauline in growing Oncidiums. They are masters at it.
Congratulations as usual Trevor and Pauline. It was a magnificent specimen. I don’t know how you do it.
A Case of Reasonable Doubt
A defendant was on trial for murder. There was strong evidence indicating guilt, but they never found the body. In the
defence’s closing statement, the lawyer, knowing that his client would probably be convicted, resorted to a trick.
“Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I have a surprise for you all,” the lawyer said as he looked at his watch. “Within
one minute, the person presumed dead in this case will walk into this courtroom.” He looked toward the courtroom
door. The jurors, somewhat stunned, all looked on eagerly.
A minute passed but nothing happened. Finally the lawyer said, “Actually, I made up the previous statement. But I
must point out that you all looked on with anticipation. I, therefore, put it to you that you have a reasonable doubt in
this case as to whether anyone was killed, and I insist that you therefore return a verdict of not guilty.”
The jury retired to deliberate but after only a few minutes, they returned and pronounced a verdict of guilty.
“But how?” inquired the lawyer. “You must have had some doubt; I saw all of you stare at the door.”
The jury foreman replied: "Yes, that is true. We DID look. But we noticed that your client didn't.
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Best of Evening Hybrid – Trichocentrum Gloria Hill “Beige” - grown by G & L Bromley
Its very hard to tell from a picture, just how stunning this orchid is. The close up gives
you a better idea of the colours, but even there you can’t really see what this looks
like to the naked eye.
This is one of the orchids we used to call the ‘mule ear’ Oncidiums. Again, you can’t
tell from the picture, but the leaves are stiff, upright, and succulent like in texture.
They stand up to 60cm tall, are very stiff and succulent in nature, and are about 5cm
wide. However, the leaves are deeply channeled (ie folded along the centre line) so
that the leaf edges are only about 2 centimeters apart. Most of the species from which
this hybrid is developed are from hot zones with very seasonal dry winters. The
leaves help direct water to the roots.
Speaking of the species make up. I know you were all just breathlessly waiting for my
analysis of where the hybrids characteristics stem from. I’m sorry, I cant help it, I just
have this thing about wanting to know such things. Well Trichocentrum Gloria Hill is
the cross between Trich. stramineum x Redstone, and Redstone = Trich. sprucei x
Trich carthagenense. These three species were all originally called mule ear Oncidiums.
As I explained in an earlier bulletin (Dec 2014 for those who keep records), the mule ear
Oncidiums were first moved to a genus of their own call Lophiaris in about 1986 and
then in 2001 they were folded into Trichocentrum, but when that happened, there were
existing Trichocentrums which are obviously related but don’t have mule ears. Thus the
Trichocentrums are not all mule ears and the expression probably no longer has any
meaning. Did you get all that? I’m not sure I do any more.
Getting back to the parents, the first one, stramineum is rather a cutie. It is small for a mule close up of Gloria Hill
ear (oops, there’s that expression again) with leaves only 20cm tall, only a 30cm spike, and 50 cute little 15x20mm
white flowers. It comes from Mexico at elevations between 600-1000 metres. If this was used to miniaturise the other
parent Redstone, then it was either ineffective at doing so, or Redstone must have been pretty damn big because
Gloria Hill ain’t no miniature. Lets look at the other two species and see what we find.
First, sprucei. Hmmm. Another odd-ball. Trichocentrum sprucei isn’t really a ‘mule ear’ as such
because it is a terete leaved species. Thick succulent leaves yes, but more of a ‘rat tail’ than a mule
ear. Anyway, it has a single 30cm terete leaf on each new growth and these spray out and down in a
semi pendent arrangement. Each leaf is up to 1cm thick, and you can easily see the relationship to
the other mule ears. It comes from Surinam (on the far north east coast of South America), Brazil,
Bolivia, and Peru, at the rather low elevations of 150-500m, in wet tropical forests. It has a short
(20cm) inflorescence with up to 20 smallish (2cm x 4cm) yellow and brown Oncidium looking flowers. Now why
would anyone use that as a parent of anything?
And finally, there is Trichocentrum carthagenense. This one is a true mule ear. Big thick, erect,
mule ear leaves about 40cm tall x 7cm wide. It comes from a wide range of countries from
Mexico, Central America, Cuba in the Caribbean, all the way down to Brazil. It is an epiphyte in
humid deciduous forests between 0 and 1500m, almost always along river courses, in high trees or
on the rocks below. It has a huge multi branched inflorescence up to 2 metres tall and many, many
2.5cm or more flowers. The colours are variable but usually a white base with red/brown blotches and bright
pinky/purple centre. So now we at least know where Gloria Hill gets its colours.
So what does it all mean? I wouldn’t have a clue. Carthagenense I can understand, but why you would use the other
two? Perhaps each just happened to be in flower at the right time. What a mess. But it probably doesn’t matter as you
are unlikely to find a Gloria Hill anywhere but in Garrie and Lesley’s glasshouse. All the species are warm to hot
growers that need a winter rest. Not for the novice grower I’m afraid, but interesting, and it all adds to our knowledge.
Congratulations Garrie and Lesley, you sure bring in some unusual and really lovely orchids.
Humouring the Elderly
A man in a supermarket notices an old lady following him around. If he stops, she stops. She's staring at him. She
finally overtakes him at the checkout, turns to him and says: "I know it's silly, but if you'd call out 'goodbye, Mum' as
I'm leaving, it would make me feel so happy,". When the cashier finishes ringing up all her groceries and putting them
in bags in her trolly. As she's leaving, the man calls out her request and the old lady waves and smiles back at him.
Pleased with himself, the man passes his goods to the cashier who rings them up. "That comes to $121.85" says the
cashier. "What … but I only bought five items,". "Well, yes, but your mum said you'd pay for her things, too"
Dental Pain
A woman phones her dentist when she received a huge bill. "I'm shocked!" she says, "This is three times what you
normally charge." "Yes, I know," said the dentist. "But you screamed so loud, you scared away two other patients."
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A Master of Orchids – Keith Maxwell MSc - By Dennys Angove (an entry in our 2016 article competition)
Keith was born in Goulburn in 1922. He always had a love for agriculture, and from the early age of 12, he was
especially interested in soilless culture. In 1941 he attended the Armidale Teacher’s College with the intention of
becoming a teacher of agriculture. His studies were overtaken by World War 2 where he served in Borneo. After the
war he studied for a Bachelor of Agriculture Science at Sydney University and graduated in 1949. He then went on to
teach at Hurlstone Agricultural High School until 1953 at which time he was appointed as a lecturer at the
Hawkesbury Agriculture College (pictured at the left), located at
Richmond in Western Sydney. Keith and his young family
moved to Richmond and lived on campus.
His interest for native orchids developed when he and his family
spent their holidays on the North Coast of NSW. He became
fascinated by the wide distribution and flower expression of
Dendrobium kingianum, so much so he started a research
program leading to an MSc awarded by Sydney University in
1965. During this period he was granted a scientific licence to
collect orchids. He and his son Bruce collected orchids from felled tree tops after logging, free standing trees, and
cliff lines, from the Hunter River well into the southern regions of Queensland.
Part of a photo from his thesis titled “A Cytological Survey of some Australian Orchid Genera” is produced herewith
and shows some of the 50 different Den. kingianum from his own collection, all flowering simultaneously. Included
in his photo were 4 triploids and 5 tetraploids, all of which had occurred naturally. His research was rigorous and his
findings have been well used by others, including Kamemoto (1975), Wilfret et al. (1979) and Rentoul (1982, 1997).
He was an active member of the Australian Orchid Foundation and presented papers on his work at Orchid
Conferences.
Part of Keith’s research
included a close historical
study of the naming of D.
kingianum by John Carne
Bidwell in 1843 (it was
named after his close Royal
Navy friend, Captain P.
King, and was initially called
“Captain King’s Dendrobium”).

Keith and his wife Val
travelled to England and
visited Bidwell’s home and
Kew gardens where Keith
was able to study descendants D. kingianum in situ Comboyne Mountain
some of the kingianums from Keith’s collection
of the original specimens of D kingianum sent back to England by Bidwell. Incidentally, the story of Bidwell is
fascinating in its own right. Some notable outcomes from Keith’s research included the development of techniques for
counting chromosomes in orchids, as well as the development of techniques for the classification of Den. kingianum.
In addition, as a result of his research, he also identified 3 naturally occurring races of Den. kingianum.
After his thesis research, Keith maintained his interest in orchids and kept a bush house in his on-campus backyard. In
winter he would employ sawdust smokers to minimise frost damage to his orchids. His academic career progressed,
and in 1979 he was elected to the World Council of the International Society of Soilless Culture as the Australasian
representative. He travelled the world extensively, helping and advising academia and commercial enterprises on
hydroponic operations to improve yields and minimise the effects of disease. However, he also kept up his orchid
research, experimenting with orchid root-tip cloning methods as well as the application of hydroponics to growing
orchids.
As a result of his hydroponics research with orchids, Keith concluded that they
could be reliably grown using hydroponics employing expanded clay as a
medium and he had great success with Den. speciosum, Paphiopediums, and
miniature Cymbidiums. He worked closely with commercial growers such as
Grahame Hayes of Ingleside, the developer of AquagrowTM.
In 1973 Keith and Val moved to North Rocks taking many orchids with them,
and retired from his post as Senior Lecturer in Agronomy at the HAC in 1976.
Keith passed away in 2003. Neville Anderson said recently while addressing the
Coffs Harbour Orchid Society, “Keith was a great scientist”. Keith was also a quiet
a Cattleya grown in clay balls
achiever and a master of orchids and his contribution to the world of orchids was unique.
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hydroponic orchid seedlings at easy Orchids – Woodburn NSW

Janine Angove harvesting hydroponic strawberries

Acknowledgements: Profound thanks are extended to Keith’s wife Val for providing access to Keith’s thesis and
research materials, as well as a helpful discussion of his work. Thanks also to his son Bruce and his wife Robyn,
close friends of mine, for their willingness to discuss orchid specimen collection adventures, as well as both Val and
Keith’s love of combining orchid-collecting with gem fossicking.

Some Plant Suffixes and their Meaning (from an article by Brian Kemble, Curator The Ruth Bancroft Garden)
-aceae,
-ii,- i
-iae,- ae
-iana,- ianum,ianus
-ense,- ensis
-escens
-icola
-oides, -ioides
-phila,- philus
-phylla,- phyllum,
(Greek)
-orum
-opsis
-ica, -icum, -icus
-ata, -atum, -atus
-ana, -anum, -anus
-osa, -osum, -osus
-ida, -idum, -idus
-issima, -issimum
-issimus
-ella, -ellum, -ellus
-ula,- ulum,- ulus

The standardized suffix for a plant family
Masculine possessive - equivalent to xxx’s in English. (added after a masculine name)
Feminine possessive
Honorific (the equivalent of “in honor of”), the name preceding being the honoree, either male
or female
Coming from (ie appended to a place name) eg peruviensis means from Peru
Becoming (eg arborescent, means becoming a tree)
Dweller (usually preceded by the type of habitat where the plant is found eg petricola or
litocola, means rock dweller)
Similar to (the equivalent of the English suffixes -esque,- ish.) The prefix “pseudo”, meaning
false, is close in meaning.
Loving (as in petrophila meaning rock-loving)
also -folia, -folium, -folius, (Latin)
meaning leaf (as in grandifolia, big leafed)
of the
looks like eg Phalaenopsis means looks like a moth
Adjectival endings equivalent to the English endings –ic, -ate, -an, -ose, -did,
(as in prolific, dentate, Australian, comatose, splendid)

Very much
Diminutives – ie a smaller version of something

Signs of Humour
Sign at an Optometrist's Office: "If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to the right place.”
Sign at on a Plumber's truck : "We repair what your husband fixed.”
On another Plumber's truck: "Don't sleep with a drip. Call your plumber.”
Sign at in a Non-smoking Area: "If we see smoke, we will assume you are on fire and will take appropriate action.”
Sign at on a Maternity Room door: "Push. Push. Push.”
Sign outside a Muffler Shop : "No appointment necessary. We can hear you coming.”
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