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Next Meeting : Monday, 15th January, 2018
Venue : The Lindfield Community Centre, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
The meeting commences at 8pm, and there is no culture class before the meeting. We often have members away on
holidays in January so it is our tradition to forego a separate culture class and a visiting guest speaker. This year after
the tea break we will conduct Plant Doctor panels as we have done many times before. Please bring in any orchids
you would like the experts to review. You may be surprised at how much they can deduce from appearances. The
‘doctors’ this year will be Trevor Onslow, Garrie Bromley, Peter and Jane D’Olier, and Jim Brydie. Don’t forget to
bring in those plants for discussion, analysis, and advice. Don’t be shy, we are there to help.
Our supper volunteers for January are Kitt Reyes and Lisa Harris. Many thanks for helping out girls.

Best of Evening Novice – Laelia purpurata var semi alba (?) - grown by Angie Lyle
If you had asked me ten years ago which was the best Christmas orchid, I
would have voted for one of the yellow ‘Christmas Tree’ Oncidiums like O.
sphacelatum or its hybrid O. Sydney, but these days our access to overseas
orchids has changed the situation. This glorious orchid of Angie’s is a species
from Brazil that grows and flowers so well in Sydney it has become very
popular. It is definitely my choice today as the Christmas special and will
probably be so for many years to come.
Laelia purpurata is found along a narrow coastal strip in southern Brazil,
from a little below Rio de Janeiro to down near Porto Alegro near Uruguay.
Within this zone, some of its habitat is coastal swamp but it is more common
in heavy forests along small creeks. The elevation of these habitats is low,
usually below 180 metres, but the latitudes are temperate (around the
equivalent of Rockhampton in Queensland to Coffs Harbour in NSW) and in Sydney
it grows and flowers happily as a shadehouse orchid (well at least it does in frost free areas anyway).
There are absolutely hundreds of named varieties or colour forms of purpurata and in Brazil there are specialist orchid
clubs that are based on just this one species. It has heads of 3 to 5 huge flowers that can be up to 25cm across but are
more usually around 15 to 20cm. A big specimen in flower is a huge colourful thing it can take your breath away.
The expression “semi alba” generally means a white flower with a coloured lip, so
I am not sure how Angie’s plant came to be allocated that name. Perhaps it was a
man made cross of two semi albas that has reverted to a coloured form? We will
never know. Interestingly, the darker coloured stripes in the petals are usually seen
in what is described as variety striata. Man has crossed & interbred the various
forms so much that we have even created forms that needed new names.
I grow a few purpuratas but feel a little underqualified to offer growing advice.
For those who want some expert tips, I have repeated later in the newsletter a
brief set of culture notes given to us last year by purpurata specialist Bill Dobson.
Congratulations on another Best of the Evening Angie. And what a perfect picture
Jane D’Olier gave us here - lovely flowers side by side.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. President’s award 2017 – At the party, Kevin Crocker announced that this year his annual Presidents Award was
going to one of our most admired and respected members - Bernie Britten.
Bernie has consistently devoted his time and efforts to ensure that our Society flourishes. From his ever level headed
wise counsel at Committee meetings, participating as a judge at meetings, working as our Librarian and helping
members select books or magazines that might have the information they are looking for, to helping pack away
tables and chairs after meetings. Bernie is always there helping.
Everyone at the meeting showed their appreciation for such a great member and friend.
2. Yet another wonderful Christmas party – What a great party. Yet again we had about 90 members and guests
gather for our last meeting of the year and to celebrate the Christmas season together. Here are some of the great
pictures our first class photographer Jane D’Olier took for us. (thanks Jane)

You know, it is probably a silly thing, but every year I really enjoy the way we re-organise our hall, after the little
formal first part of the meeting, into that old fashioned country hall dance party format with all the chairs lined up
around the outside edges facing a big open space in the middle. The fact that the hall is a children’s kindergarten
during the day probably helps, and of course the centre space is not a dance floor, but where the buffet food tables go,
but the arrangement of everyone facing a common central focal point seems homely and welcoming. I like to think it
helps foster connections between all of the members, visitors and guests.
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And what a happy bunch of Vegemites Jane’s pictures show. Lots of people having a good time, talking, laughing,
sharing. And you should have seen how happy they were when they started winning all those prizes in the monster
raffle. Some were luckier than others of course, but very few missed out and if you did miss out this year I am sure
your turn will come. Thank you to everyone who donated the prizes, there was a bit of ‘different stuff’ for everyone.
And even before that, there was all that wonderful food. You know it is a terribly difficult assignment for any society
to provide food for a large number of attendees. It almost has to be based on the easily supplied bulk staples like ham,
chicken, salads, party pies and similar simple equivalents. Council owned club premises don’t have the facilities to
prepare any volume of hot food or even keep pre-prepared food hot. It is a massive challenge and I congratulate our
society’s team for the amazing job they did, as they do every year, and especially thank those of our members who
brought along those additional fantastic Asian dishes to add to the limited variety we were otherwise able to provide.
All the Asian dishes were very popular and very much appreciated. I even tried Jessie Koh’s super hot chilli sauce. I
always thought I could handle any form of hot chilli but that one of Jessie’s is scorcher. I did like the taste, but I had
to go find a beer pretty quick when my tongue started to go numb.
And finally, wow, what a benching of orchid plants we had too. Just as well I asked everyone to cut back the
number of plants they brought along, (but then again, perhaps no-one was listening?). But whatever, we managed to
somehow fit them all in somehow, and they made a lovely background for the party. – When orchid people go to
orchid meetings, they do want to see orchids, that’s for sure, and at this party we had some really lovely flowers.
3. Membership Fees – Now, while I have you all in a good mood, I must remind you that your annual membership
fees are now due - $12 single, $15 family. Where else would you get value like that.
You can pay online by bank transfer to Westpac Bank, St Ives branch, BSB No 032 188, account number 103568.
If you use this method, please make sure that you include the words “Membership fees” as the payment description –
and include your name as the remitter. You can also pay in person at the front table at the next meeting or mail in a
cheque. Please note though, if you pay in person or by mail, we want you to include a completed ‘payment advice
form’ to submit with the payment. It gives us a paper record & helps keep track of who has paid. (a copy of the form
is sent out with this bulletin).
4. The sale of the last of Frank Hofbauer’s orchids – At our January meeting, Annemarie Hofbauer will bring along
the very last of Frank’s orchids in the sell off of his collection. There will be bargains galore but please bring cash.
Annemarie tells us that what doesn’t sell this time will probably be left at the house for the new owners to play with.

------ -------------- -------------- ------------ ---------- ------------2018 Pointscore Competition Results
Each year at our meetings we bring in our orchids to share our delight in the beautiful, the wonderful, the strange, of
the flowers that comprise orchids. To encourage our members to bring in their orchids, we run a little pointscore
competition during the year. The prizemoney is deliberately very low and I can assure you that no-one will ever be
able to retire on the proceeds. Furthermore, we deliberately bias the rewards process toward the members at the
bottom of the points list. Anyone who benches even one plant during the year will be rewarded with at least a little
prize plant at the end of the year. You participate, you are rewarded.
In our January bulletin each year, we publish the table below showing the overall placings by points in the Open and
Novice divisions of the previous years pointscore. We list about the top 20 or so place-getters in the Open division,
and perhaps 5 to 10 in the Novice section (less because there are far fewer novice participants).
We publish these tables because many members like to see where they stand competitively amongst others, as
perhaps some measure of the success of their orchid growing. We do not publish the specific classes individuals won
or came second or third, although we do announce their class successes when we hand out prize plants at Christmas.
We do not publish the exact monetary reward value they received, because we prefer to downplay the idea that it is a
money based competition. Please, please, don’t take this competition too seriously and don’t get over-competitive.
For those who are too curious to accept this without further information, I can only tell you about my own situation.
As most of you know, I have a reasonably large collection of orchids, and usually bring in at least 3 or 4 boxes of
flowering orchids to every meeting, sometimes more. In 2015, my most successful year, I scored 1st in 7 different
classes, 2nd in 5 classes, and 3rd in two others. My reward at that year end was worth about $75. In 2017 it was about
$65. I assure you I don’t do it for the money. Packing, transporting, and benching this number of orchids requires
more than a small amount of effort and stress on meeting days, not to mention repacking to get them home again after
the meeting. I do it so that members can see as wide a range of flowers on the bench as possible, and hopefully to
share my delight and pleasure in the differentness and beauty of orchids. I ask you all to do the same.
Let us see lots of lovely orchids every month. Bring your plants in to show us your skill and to share your pride and
your pleasure, your knowledge and your discoveries. Be proud if you win but don’t get too excited by it.

2018 Pointscore
1st
2nd

G & L Bromley
J & C Brydie

Open section results (top 21 places)
581
460

8th
9th

A & G Cushway
Trish Peterson

268
217
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15th
16th

Rethers
Tanner

112
90

3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

T & P Onslow
Chris Nidagal
P & J D'Olier
Bryan Spurrs
Dora Law

369
345
309
292
288

10th
11th
12th
13th
14th

G & J Fulcher
M Barrett
Trevor Miller
Jessie Koh & Herb Schock
Graeme Mohr

191
152
147
136
123

17th
18th
19th
20th
21st

Dennys Angove
Betty Ng
Kitt Reyes
Chris Wilson
Bernie Britton

77
76
76
49
37

Novice section results (top 9 placings)
1st Lina Huang
2nd Lisa Harris
3rd Jenny Richardson

89
55
50

4th John Chang
5th Angie Lyle
6th Jean Hocking

7th Bruce Farrar
8th Bob Taffel
9th Mary Matthews

34
28
28

27
9
8

Benching Competition Rules – yes, there are rules, the document that sets them out is titled “The Benching
Guidelines” – Every member receives a copy when they join the club but if ever you lose your own copy, this
comprehensive description/definition of each benching class, and all the rules of the annual pointscore competition,
are now posted on the Society website for you convenience.

Revised Novice Grower Standings for 2018
For Novices Only – As new members always seem to have trouble understanding our complicated little benching
competition processes, I thought I would have a go at a new explanation of our novice standings process.
So, here goes: - each of the benching classes we set out on the tables every meeting is treated as a separate little
annual competition. Every month you can get points for coming first second or third or for just benching a plant IN
THAT PARTICULAR CLASS. At the end of the year we add up the points in each class as a whole lot of separate
little contests. If you win that class (OVER THE WHOLE YEAR) you get awarded some prize money value. AND,
IF IT IS ONE OF THE CLASSES IN THE NOVICE SECTION, YOU ARE ELEVATED FROM NOVICE TO
OPEN CLASS FROM THAT TIME ONWARD – IN THAT CLASS -. In other words, you have won your way out
of novice class for that kind of orchid as defined by the definition of that class.
Boy, we do make things complicated, don’t we. But, it is what it is.
Moving from Novice standing to full Open standing is usually a gradual process. You lose you novice standing one
class at a time until you have won your way out of three separate novice benching classes, at which time you are no
longer a novice and must bench all your orchids in Open classes.
Every January we publish the table below to remind Novice benchers of where they stand in this gradual process of
moving from Novice to Open in our society.
One last thing – your novice standing is affected by your novice or open standing at other clubs. One of our
rules says that if you are a member of other orchid clubs and you win your way out of Novice standing (or that other
club’s equivalent of novice) in any one class, or overall, at any one of those other clubs, then you are likewise no
longer Novice in those equivalent classes at Kuringai.
Because the classes and rules at each club are so different, it is impossible to write an exact interpretation of this
condition for every circumstance, so we expect individual members to judge this for themselves and act accordingly.
However, if you aren’t sure about some aspect and want to ask, please raise your issue with any committee member.
2018 Updated Current Novice Standings : The following table details the individual position of all Kuringai
members who are presently benching “Novice” at meetings. If you aren’t listed, and you are not sure of your Novice
standing, contact Kevin Crocker or myself (contact details on page one). Also keep in mind that novice class is not
mandatory. No member is bound only to the novice classes. You can choose to bench in any Open class at any time.
The following standings applied from the December 2017 meeting. (Class winners in 2017 were independently
notified before the Christmas meeting). A copy of this list will be at the hall every meeting, in the benching cards
box. Please take careful note of these standings and bench accordingly. (the green parts are this years changes)
THESE ARE THE NOVICE CLASSES IN WHICH INDIVIDUAL NOVICES ARE NO LONGER ELIGIBLE TO BENCH
Marj Camp
John Chang
Doreen Clark
Bruce Farrar
John and Jean Hocking
Lina Huang
Angie Lyle
Mary Matthews
Jenny Richardson

class 39 – Miscellaneous Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 38 – Miscellaneous Species (now Open in this class)
class 35 – Laeliinae Species and Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 39 – Miscellaneous Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 35 – Laeliinae Species and Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 34 – Australian Native Species & Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 37 – Oncidium species and hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 39 – Miscellaneous Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 35 – Laeliinae Species and Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 37 – Oncidium species and hybrids (now Open in this class)
Class 38 - Miscellaneous Species – you are now Open in this class.
class 36 – Cymbidium (now Open in this class)
class 38 – Miscellaneous Species (now Open in this class)

4

Janet Snodgrass
Lily Tan
Yvonne Szeto-Low

class 35 – Laeliinae species and hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 35 – Laeliinae Species and Hybrids (now Open in this class)
Class 35 - Laeliinae Species and Hybrids. (now Open in this class)
class 39 – Miscellaneous Hybrids (now Open in this class)

Best of the Evening Hybrid – Dendrobium Fraser’s Mosaic Spiral (Garrie and Leslie Bromley)
I don’t know how he keeps doing this. I have always admired these antelope horn
Dendrobiums but I just don’t seem to have the right environment for them. It has to
be a lack of environment because I have ruled out any weakness in my actual orchid
growing skills. (well thats my story anyway, and I’m sticking to it.)
Den. Fraser’s Mosaic Spiral is mostly a mix of a few different species from the same
group of Dendrobiums known as Section Spatulata. The section name refers to the
characteristic of the petals beinging wider at the tips than at the base – kind of like a
spatula, however most of these species also have distinctively erect, spiral petals that
led to the more common name of antelope Dendrobiums. The key species in the
make up of Frasers Mosaic Spiral is Den tangerinum (with 62.5% of the make up)
but before I discuss that species, have you noticed how many Dendrobiums Garrie
benches that are named “Fraser’s” something or other? This is his fifth which has
received a Best of Evening and they are all named “Frasers’ something” because the
registrant “J & V’s Fraser Coast Dendrobiums” has named and registered a total of
71 Den. hybrids between 2009 and 2015, all with names starting with that word. The
registrant is clearly rather proud of their work and wants to be identified with it, but I
wonder if anyone has told them yet that it is rather boring. I wish they would just leave out the Frasers bit.
Now getting back to tangerinum, this species comes from PNG in the crowns
of trees at generally low elevations of perhaps up to a few hundred metres, but
also sometimes found up as high as 1200m. It should be regarded as a warm,
tropical grower but I wonder if plants from higher elevations might have a bit
more cool tolerance? I have no experience with this one so I am purely
guessing. Den. tangerinum has cane like pseudobulbs about 50-60cm tall, the
inflorescence is over 30cm long and carries around 15 colourful, brownish
tangerinum
carronii
5cm flowers, with a purple lip, and tall spiral petals.
The next most dominant species in Fraser’s Mosaic Spiral (ie “FMS”) is Den. carronii which occurs from the top end
of Queensland in Australia, all the way up into PNG. This is a much smaller species that is very similar to our other
native Spatulata Dendrobium, Den canaliculatum. The pseudobulbs on both of these are quite short and swollen at
the base, looking something like a small narrow onion. Still, the flowers of both of these Australian species are
absolutely delightful. In the case of carronii there is a 20cm spike carrying up to a dozen 2cm dark purplish brown
flowers with a yellow lip. With the colours of these species it is easy to see the source of Den. FMS’s colours.
This is certainly a stunning orchid. It received an HCC award in Queensland in 2012 and
although the awarded plant had only one spike, it carried 38 flowers, each measuring
3.2cm wide x 3.9cm tall. The colour was described as greyed orange and greyed purple
(whatever those descriptions mean) but you can judge for yourself from the photo at the
right which comes from Orchidwiz, curtesy of the AOC Award.
Despite its beauty, I cant help thinking that these are not orchids for the average grower
in our Sydney climate. These are all what is known as hard cane Dendrobiums and all of
these require skills and facilities beyond most of us. Some, like D. phalaenopsis and D.
Den FMS ‘Capricorn’
bigibbum, grow in highly seasonal environments and must be grown in a seasonal ‘grow
and rest’ pattern to succeed, let alone respecting minimum temperature requirements. Other groups of hardcanes are
just outright tropical orchids that demand warmth and can not be ‘managed’ around these needs. On the other hand,
there are some that can be grown, and they can be very rewarding, but tread warily and don’t rush in. None are easy.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Garrie and Lesley. Wonderful as usual.
How I grow my Laelia purpuratas Bill Dobson
My wife and I live on the North Shore of Sydney in Australia, where the temperature varies from zero in winter to
40°C+ in summer. I usually start seedlings in my shade house, which is north facing with 50% green knitted shade
cloth. They stay there until they are in 100-125 mm pots, and then they move outside, usually in April or early May,
to gradually get used to stronger sunlight so they will be acclimatised to it when the next summer comes. When they
are outside they are in full sun all year round. I believe that this increases flower count and actually promotes
multiple new growths, which means you can get to a specimen plant within just 4-5 years.
I repot the following year or as needed. The potting mix I use, and have been using for over 20 years is
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“Miscellaneous Mix” purchased from Orchid Care Services (Note from the Editor [JB]: Orchid Care Services sold their
business to a new operator in 2017 – I have tried to contact them and received no reply so I am not sure what is happening or
whether the business is still continuing but I did buy a bag of Misc Mix at a Flower Power nursery recently).

Misc. Orchid Mix is a mix of treated and untreated bark (Pinus radiata) 6-15mm in size, sel-grit (limestone 2-5mm),
canunda shells and gravel. It was developed especially by Orchid Care Services for the de-flasking of seedlings, and
the mix is ready to use direct from the bag. I add small stones to the top of the mix for decoration and water retention
and to help insulate the roots.
I use Osmocote Pro Low Phosphorous 8-9 month 16 + 3.9 + 9.1 + 1.8 Mg + TE slow release prills at the start of each
growing season, October, and water and fertilize weekly with Peters Excel Cal Mag Hi-K (FINISHER) 12 + 2.2 +
16.6 at the rate of 1.5g/litre water. As the summer heat increases they get watered 2-3 times a week and if really hot,
an extra light watering after the sun has gone down to allow the plant to retain some water overnight.
Pests: Slugs, are probably the only pest to worry them, and only when in flower. So kill them off with slug and snail
pellets while the buds are still in the sheaths.
Flowering: Watch the sheaths in November for new flowers, and add stakes as required, The sheaths will be there
for months but when the flowers come they will emerge in a rush. I usually check each day then sprinkle the plant
with slug and snail bait and bring it in under cover.
A word of warning, do NOT touch fresh growths and emerging flowers in the morning, allow them to harden during
the day and stake up just after the heat of the day has gone. Too soon and they will snap off and be in your hand.
Laelia purpurata is a magnificent plant, and an easy grower if given the right conditions.

Best of the Evening Species – Oncidium (syn. Gomesa) crispum - grown by Trevor and Pauline Onslow
Alright Messrs Onslow, you get the 5 gold stars. If ever there was a tricky orchid
to grow it has to be this one, and you have been growing it successfully for years.
I don’t know how you do it.
Oncidium crispum is one of a small group of Brazilian species that were regarded
as Oncidiums until quite recently but DNA analysis has shown that they are a
separate branch that is more correctly included in the genus Gomesa. And of
course, because Gomesa ends in ‘a’ the species name has to change as well to
make its new name Gomesa crispa. The name ‘crispa’ refers to the wavy petals.
The group of what were Oncidium species to which O. crispum belongs are a
little different in shape to the typical ‘dancing lady’ Oncidiums like varicosum.
Crispum and its close relatives are a little rounder in outline and in many species
the sepals, petals, and lip are all much the same size. The colours are still brown
and yellow, like just about all Oncidiums, but as you can see from Trevor’s plant,
crispum, is nearly all chocolate brown. The relatively large, broad petals and
intense colour have made it an ideal target for Oncidium hybrid breeders.
Onc. crispum is found in a long strip of the east coast mountain ranges of Brazil. So long a strip in fact that the
equivalent latitudes in Australia would be from somewhere around Townsville in Queensland to as far south as about
Sydney in NSW. Charles and Margret Bakers’ information in Orchidwiz tells us that the plants mostly occur on the
higher branches of trees, mostly around 750m-1150m elev. They also say : “They are most often found on horizontal
branches in situations that provide good light, strong air movement, and a distinct variation of temperature and
humidity. In addition, plants are reported to grow well on rotting wood. ......... In the wild, each growth usually
produces 8-10 thick, white roots each year that generally branch and are often found penetrating into dead wood.
To offer some insights into the best ways to grow these spectacular species, here are some further extracts from the
wealth of amazing habitat information available from the Bakers data in Orchidwiz:
“Relative humidity in their habitats is between 80 and 85% all year round, night and day. Summer day temperatures
average around 22-23°C. Winter days around 18°C, winter nights around 7°C. Rainfall is moderate to heavy from
late spring into autumn (between 100 to 200mm per month). Averages then drop rather slowly into a somewhat drier
3-4 month dry season that extends into early spring. New growths commence in Spring in association with the
seasonal changes in warmth and rain. Flowering is mostly in Nov or Dec (southern hemisphere seasons). The flower
spike is strongly branched, usually 60cm to 100cm tall and can carry 80 or more roughly 7cm diameter flowers.”
Obviously, here in Sydney we can’t quite match the wonderfully mild climates they experience in nature. We are
hotter, colder, much dryer, and our winter seasons are sometimes our wettest rather than driest. For these reasons you
will need to make compensating adjustments. These orchids are best grown under cover where you can control when
they are wet and when they are dry, and preferably where you can have fans to ensure the air keeps moving. They
don’t need heat provided you make sure they are NOT soaking wet and cold at the same time. Water sparingly in
winter and make sure they are dry by nightfall. Grow a good strong root system and keep it that way.
Congratulations of another Best of the Evening Trevor and Pauline. Great growing.
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