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Next Meeting : Monday, 16th April, 2018
Venue : The Lindfield Community Centre, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
Our Culture Class starts at 7.20pm. This month Jim Brydie will give the first of a series of culture classes titled
“Getting Started with Orchids”. This might sound nice and simple but you know by now that our editor has a talent
for breaking down the simple into more complicated steps so don’t expect to learn all you need to know in one month.
The main meeting commences at 8pm. After the general meeting, the judging, and the tea break, our guest speaker
will be Peter and Jane D’Olier with a talk entitled Orchids from the highlands of New Guinea – Part 1. Wow. If
ever there was one place in the world whose orchids I could say I admire the most, it would be Papua New Guinea
and some of the most stunning of all come from the mountainous highlands. I am really looking forward to this one
and as the talk is titled “Part 1”, I assume that in due course we also get a Part 2. I will be making sure I am there for
both nights.
Our supper volunteers for March are Ann Byron and Evelyn Tse. Thanks girls.

Best of Evening Novice – Neofinetia falcata ‘Tenkei Fukurin’ - grown by John Chang
This has to be one of the classiest orchids ever to be placed
on our Novice bench. What a worthy Best of the Evening.
Back in 1854, this Japanese species was first described as a
Vanda but in 1925 it was separated into a new little 3
species branch of the Vandaceous alliance from China and
Japan to be called Neofinetia. However, taxonomists have
now decided that many of these ‘branches’ of the alliance
are not different enough and are really Vandas after all.
Neofinetia falcata (known by the Japanese as Fuh-Ran, or
‘orchid of the winds’) has long been a highly prized orchid
grown by the Samurai and the aristocracy. Unusual clones
such as variegated leaf forms, like this one of John’s are
especially prized, as are the pinkish flowered forms.
Neofinetia falcata occurs only in Japan. It is occasionally found growing on rocks but it more usually occurs on the
smallish branches of deciduous trees. When the trees lose their leaves, the plants receive strong light through winter
and early spring and they are reported to have an unusual habit in that they grow at an angle on the branches so that
water can not accumulate in the crown or the leaf bases. Most mature plants are only about 7 or 8cm tall but they can
be a little larger. Also, plants have a habit of making multiple side growths to form a relatively large, dense cluster. If
you are interested in a little more detail, there is a longer article in the Jan 2016 Kuringai bulletin.
Many Japanese traditionally grow Neofinetia in sphagnum moss, often sort of mounting it on the
top of a dome of sphag. artificially formed in a small decorative pot, but it will also grow well
enough in any professional epiphytic mix provided you take care with the watering and allow the
roots to dry in between. It tolerates our cold but as with most orchids, take care with the watering in
winter. This is a delightful small orchid that doesn’t take up a lot of space but rewards you with a
wonderful cloud of delicious 3cm white flowers.
Thank you for sharing a gorgeous orchid with us John. Congratulations on your best of the evening.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News ( if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com
1. Sales table and Plastic Bags – We have always held a supply of second hand supermarket plastic bags at the sales
table for the benefit of members buying products but with the coming ban on plastic bags that will obviously
eventually come to an end. It is not going to happen immediately, but may we ask members to please ensure that they
have their own bags or boxes to take home whatever they buy?
2. Changes to the Society’s constitution – All members will have received a copy of the Proposed new Constitution
which was forwarded to you with the statutory 21 days notice for the approval by Special Resolution at our April
Monthly General Meeting.
As stated in the email/letter with the forwarding of the Proposed Constitution, the changes to our Constitution was
bought about by amendments to the Associations Incorporations Act in 2016. Our Proposed New Constitution
contains the structure of our old Constitution and incorporates the changes that were required by the amendments to
the Act with some areas having minor changes.
Please familiarise yourself with the contents of the Proposed New Constitution and it will be part of the discussions
that will take place with the agenda of the April meeting.
3. Royale Orchids open days and Hawkesbury Plant Fair – Despite the recent passing of Kevin Hipkins, Royale
Orchids plans to go ahead with its planned open days on Fri 6th to Sun 8th April, from 9am to 5pm each day.
Guest nurseries will be Rosella, Dark Star, Camira, and Strongbow native orchids. Refreshments are available, and
plenty of parking. The address is 70 Brieses Road Peats Ridge. It is always a popular event and well worth the trip.
Although the timing is perhaps unfortunate, this is the same weekend as the famous “Collector’s Plant Fair” out at
Hawkesbury racecourse, opposite the RAAF base at Richmond. The plant fair this year comprises about 90 plant and
product seller stalls, including 4 or 5 orchid vendors, food stalls, and formal talks by specialist gardeners and
designers. You have to pay to get in but it is only $14 for Sat, $12 for Sun. and $20 for a weekend pass. I have gone
each of the past few years and loved it every time. The racecourse parking areas are just outside the gates, and you
will need an empty boot to take home your treasures. see http://www.collectorsplantfair.com/
Why not go up to Royale on Friday and Hawkesbury at the weekend. --- and take your money with you.
4. Membership fees – Fees are way overdue. I hope those who wish to remain members haven’t been counting on our
past generous attitude of allowing months of leniency and notice after notice in chasing up overdue fees because
things are changing. From now on, you must pay within 3 months of the end of the previous annual period or your
name will be removed from the membership register. We will hate to lose you but pay or you go away.
Fees can be paid in person at meetings, by mail to Angie Lyle at 9 Kerela Ave, Wahroonga, 2076, or by bank transfer to
Westpac Bank, St Ives branch, BSB No 032 188, account number 103568. Please make sure that you include the words
“Membership fees” as the payment description – and include your name as the remitter.
5. Sad News re Bruce Farrar – I was shocked to hear this week that one of our old members Bruce Farrar had had a
fall resulting in injuries that required his hospitalization for a period. I believe he is still undergoing rehabilitation but
can get about with a walking stick at present. Bruce was a President of our club just after I joined and one of our
guiding leaders to young inexperienced growers like myself.
Get well quickly Bruce, our wishes are with you and we would like to see you back at meetings soon.
6. Plants left behind at meetings – I am afraid this is happening more and more these days and although we usually
eventually figure out whose it is and get it back to them, it is something of a nuisance, and before I proceed any
further here, I have to admit that even I have done it too.
When it happens, a committee member who stays behind to pack up the hall, has to take it home and mind it until we
can identify the owner and get it back to them. The problem however, is that the plant is never name labelled and
rarely immediately identified to a person. Unless a committee member recalls who happened to bench it (which
occurs perhaps 20 to 30% of the time), we need to go through great stacks of benching cards to try to figure out who
owned it. If we succeed we contact to owner and arrange to return it, which may be some time into the future.
PLEASE, - HOW ABOUT MAKING A LIST of what you bring and ticking it off when you re-box it. BUT EVEN
SO, before you jump in the car to go home, WHY NOT WALK AROUND THE HALL ONE LAST TIME, looking
at every plant still there, to make sure none are really yours. As the hall clears, there aren’t usually many plants left.
---------------------------------------

Advance Diary Dates 2017
6,7&8 April (Fri/Sat/Sun) Royale Orchids open days (see details above)
7&8 April (Sat/Sun) Collectors Plant Fair – held at Hawkesbury Race Club, Clarendon Rd (details & web ref above)
Sun 22 April – open 9am, start 10am. Manly Warringah OS, orchid auction – Comm. Centre Fisher Rd North, Cromer
Fri1 8 to Sun 20 May – Orchids Out West Orchid Fair – displays and sales, Hawkesbury Race Club, Clarendon Rd
Thur 27- Sun 30 Sept - the proposed combined Berowra and Kuringai Orchid society’s show at Hornsby
Wed 18 - Sun22 July 2018, Australian AOC conference and show – Windsor (aocc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au)
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Best of the Evening Hybrid – Dendrobium Enobi Purple ‘Splash’ - grown by Trevor Onslow
Holy Moly Batman, what a stunner. This one even took my
breath away.
Garrie Bromley and Trevor told us an amazing tale regarding
this orchid. Initially they each bought a flask of what were
supposed to be the splash form of this cross and they agreed to
insure each other with promises to share. But, after patiently
growing all the plants in the bottles, they were all plain purple
flowers and not a single splash among them. Very nice plants
but no splashes.
Garrie then chased up another supplier who had some of the
real thing and when he finally flowered a splash, he gave a
small division to Trevor – which, as you can see, has thrived
under Trevor’s culture. Garrie tells us that his is not doing any
where near as well. Such is the way orchid growing pans out.
Enobi Purple is a hybrid created, and registered in 1996, by Dr. Kohji Karasawa in Japan. Obviously, as you can tell
from the story above, not all were splash petal types and in fact there are many more plain ones than splash. I can’t
find anything written on the subject but I suspect the splashes we see today are the result of sibling crosses between
the one or two mutant splash types that occurred in the original cross. But of course, even when you cross a ‘Splash’
clone with another ‘Splash’ clone it doesn’t mean you will get a lot of ‘Splash’ progeny. If the gene creating the
splash is recessive, which is highly likely, you may get just a few amongst thousands. Oh, and in case you weren’t
aware, when you cross an Enobi Purple with a different Enobi Purple, all the resulting seedlings are also still called
Enobi Purple.
Trevor also has other ‘Splash’ clones of Enobi Purple but personally, I think this one is the most charming. For those
interested in seeing some of the variations, there is nice little video of them on Youtube. Just google Enobi Purple
Splash. Its worth a few minutes watching as there are more ‘Splashes’ than you might imagine.
And what can we say about how well Trevor grows these things. In fact, how well he grows everything so well.
Congratulations Trevor, A beautiful orchid grown just wonderfully.

Best of the Evening Species – Dendrobium purpureum forma album grown by Jim Brydie
This is another one of those wonderfully colourful Dendrobium Section
Calytrochilus species that are always popular when benched. Others from this
section that you might recall are D. glomeratum (now sulawesiense), D
bracteosum, D. lawsii, and chrysopterum. They all have smallish flowers but
most are often coloured and flower in clusters that make a wonderful display.
Most of the above are more or less based around Papua New Guinea and its
surrounding islands but some are distributed further. Den purpureaum is found
from the Moluccas (between Borneo and PNG), through PNG and the Caroline
Islands to its north, right down as far as Vanuatu and even Fiji. It occurs from the
lowlands up to about 1150 metres. I have mine staked upright to make it easier to
transport but its natural habit (like most Calytrochilus Dendrobiums) is for the
canes to grow pendulously. The flowers are virtually tubular in shape and only
about 2cm long but they occur as delightful pom pom flower heads in little
clusters along the stems. This form is the albino with white flowers tipped green,
but the standard form is a pink/mauve flower like the picture below. I grow both
forms and I find that while the canes of the mauve form can get to 60 or 70cm
long in my environment, the album form is a bit more compact. Perhaps 40 to
50cm. I house both in the warm glasshouse because my cold area gets just a bit
too cold in winter but I suspect that they will tolerate moderately cool temps,
perhaps down to 5 or 6°C, without any serious harm. I grow their close cousin
D. pseudoglomeratum in the cold house but it barely tolerates the winter and
sometimes suffers tip damage when we get a colder than usual season.
Other than a slight sensitivity to ‘hypothermia’ (with which I personally
sympathise) these are quite easy orchids to grow. Some from the highlands, like
the beautiful chrysopterum, and subclausum, will not even be bothered by our
temperatures. I grow purpureum and many of the others in a peat and perlite mix
but I am sure they would be just as happy in a medium to fine blend of pinebark or any similar mix.
The pictures below will give you an idea of the colour and desirability of the lovely orchids of this group of Section
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Calyptrochilus Dendrobiums .

D chrysopterum

---- D glomeratum ----

D pseudoglomeratum

mohliamun

various colour forms of lawsii

subclausum v pandanicola

subclausum

the hybrid ‘Gowan’s Tangelo’

dichaeoides

Common Orchid Growing Mistakes – Courtney Hackney, St Augustine Orchid Society, Florida
(from Courtney’s Orchid Growing Tips)
“Do no harm” is a basic tenant of the medical profession that many orchid hobbyists would
be wise to adopt. A large number of orchids I see in my travels have suffered premature
death or injury, largely because of a misinformed attempt to help the orchid grow. The
following is a list assembled from my experience with other growers and from my own
mistakes.
“My orchids get the best water money can buy.” My first question of the novice holding a
shriveled, dead orchid is about their water. One person even admitted that she had a water
softener installed for her orchid because she knew her water was “hard”. Hard or mineral
laden water may not be ideal, but softened water introduces salts that are toxic to orchids and
typically lethal within a few weeks.
Another common mistake is to over-fertilize based on the conclusion that a poorly growing orchid needs more
fertilizer. If overwatering is the number one killer of orchid plants, over fertilizing is number two. Fertilizers are
nutrient salts that plants require along with water and light to grow. Recently purchased orchids that have a good root
system do not require much in the way of fertilizer. Often, these plants have been grown quickly in commercial
nurseries by maximizing light, water, and fertilizer. In your home environment, light is typically limiting and the
medium contains all the nutrients the orchid needs, at least in the short term. More often, the orchid pot needs to be
flushed thoroughly with water occasionally to remove excess nutrients and to keep roots healthy.
Some pesticide and fungicide warning labels seem to state the obvious, e.g. “do not drink this product”. Who would
do such a thing? After fielding questions about pests, pesticides and orchids, I realize that no warning is too simple.
Read the warning label carefully for both your own safety and the health of your orchids. The most common orchidrelated pest problem seems to be overdosing and under dosing with pesticides. If the label calls for one teaspoon per
gallon, use exactly that amount. Just because a scale infestation was “really bad” does not mean the pesticide
concentration should be higher unless the label tells you to use a higher dosage under some circumstances. Some of
the hormonal pesticides do prescribe lower concentrations after an initial treatment.
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Another sometimes fatal error orchid hobbyists make is to change growing media because they see well grown
orchids somewhere else in some new medium. This often happens to relatively new hobbyists after purchasing
plants from a commercial nursery or a visiting speaker. The mistake is to immediately repot every orchid into this
“new medium”. In most cases, the results are disastrous. There is much to learn by examining the growing medium of
a commercial grower or very successful amateur. But remember that their success is specific to a set of growing
conditions that may be very different from yours. In some cases, plants growing poorly at commercial nurseries are
discarded, leaving the impression that all orchids grow well in this new medium. Some groups of orchids grow well in
one medium, but not in another. There is nothing wrong with experimenting with a medium and evaluating how well
your plants grow in that medium, but avoid a wholesale conversion to a new medium.
The most surprised individual is the novice grower that brings their plant in and asks what they should do to their
orchid. Typically, their “problem” orchid has outgrown the pot, has roots going everywhere, and shows signs of
having bloomed repeatedly. There is also usually an admission by the grower that they have neglected this “poor”
orchid, but are determined to take better care of it next year. In other words, they have “done no harm” and the orchid
has thrived.

Lime, Calcium and Ph

by Stephen Early

When pH, lime and calcium are discussed at orchid meetings, there is often considerable confusion about the different
terms and effects. Hopefully this article will explain the differences and remove some of the confusion.
pH is a measure of the acidity of a liquid. It is in fact the measurement of the number of hydrogen ions in the solution.
A neutral solution has a pH of 7, while an alkaline solution has a pH greater than 7 and an acidic solution has a pH
less than 7. Each change of 1 in a pH number results in a change of 10 in the number of hydrogen ions in the liquid.
Thus a change from pH 7 to pH 5 means that the number of hydrogen ions in the solution has increased 100-fold. In
other words, the solution has become 100 times more acidic.
The term lime is often used for a number of products that are actually quite different. Lime comes from limestone
rock, which is basically calcium carbonate (CaCO3), its most common impurity being magnesium carbonate
(MgCO3). No purification is done so the exact composition depends on what hill the limestone is dug from. If the
limestone is crushed and bagged it is then sold as Garden Lime. If it contains a significant amount of magnesium
carbonate, then it is sold as Dolomite Lime. Calcium carbonate is a stable, relatively insoluble chemical until added to
an acidic solution, when the calcium carbonate dissolves and carbon dioxide gas is released; the calcium carbonate
only stops reacting with the solution when it has become neutral (pH7). Hence adding Dolomite Lime to potting mix
will counteract any acidity and will continue to react to maintain neutrality (pH7) until it is washed out from the pot.
The first step in processing limestone is to crush and heat it. This produces calcium oxide (CaO), a highly alkaline
product sold as lime and sometimes referred to as quicklime. I would never use this product as it is dangerous to
handle and quite likely to damage plants because of its high alkalinity. It will increase the pH of a potting mix but
may make it far too alkaline for safe use on orchids.
A further processing step is to add water to the lime to produce hydrated lime or slaked lime. This is basically calcium
hydroxide [Ca(OH)2], which is an alkaline solid that is slightly soluble in water. It is not as strongly alkaline as lime
and I know some growers who use it. However, it can produce a pH much higher than 7 if added in too large an
amount. Both lime and hydrated lime will dissolve in water and over time react with carbon dioxide (a trace
component of air) to produce calcium carbonate, particularly when in contact with water.
On the basis of the above discussion, if you wish to add lime I would personally choose Dolomite lime, as it can cause
little damage and will react only if the potting mix is acidic. As you can see, lime is a major source of calcium.
However, if you read the information provided on some bags of Dolomite lime, you will see that it provides calcium
only to acid potting mixes – it provides no calcium if the mix is neutral or alkaline. Lime and hydrated lime may add
more calcium but only by making the mix very alkaline, which would damage the plants.
Calcium nitrate is another source of calcium for plants that is often used. Most calcium salts are fairly insoluble so
when adding calcium nitrate I would expect a large amount of the calcium to end up as insoluble material not
available to the plant. Certainly the nitrate will supply a good level of nitrogen, which is beneficial. It’s a highly
desirable additive, as it provides nitrogen to plants without simultaneously increasing the amount of potassium or
sodium present.
Another way to control pH is to add a small amount of shell grit (Canunda shell) to the potting mix. This is a good
source of calcium carbonate which, being fairly coarse, will not wash through the pot when watered. To calculate the
exact amount to use, assume a 250 mm pot would hold about 1 litre of water – the rest being solids, plant and air. If
the pH was 4 and you wanted to reduce it to 7 then you would need to neutralize 0.0001 grams of hydrogen ion. To do
this you would need approximately 0.02 grams of calcium carbonate, a very small amount. It is important for the
Dolomite lime or Canunda shell to be spread evenly throughout the potting mix. More Dolomite lime or Canunda
shell will be needed to counteract further acidity that develops as the potting mix ages, but the amount required will
still be so small as to be almost unnoticeable.
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In conclusion, to grow orchids well you need to keep your potting mix neutral (pH 7). This is readily and safely
achieved by adding Dolomite lime to the potting mix. Other forms of lime have the potential to damage plants,
although some growers have used hydrated lime. The major benefit of calcium treatment is the neutralisation of
acidity that develops as pine bark ages, or is introduced by the use of fertilisers. I hope this article has explained the
various factors that so often become confused and scrambled at orchid meetings.

----------------- --------------(and after all that serious business, some lighter weight stuff to fill out the last page?)

Shipwrecked
One day a man decided to retire. He booked himself on a Caribbean cruise and proceeded to have the time of his life,
that is, until the ship sank. He soon found himself on an island with no other people, no supplies, nothing, only
bananas and coconuts. After about four months, he is lying on the beach one day when the most gorgeous woman he
has ever seen rows up to the shore. In disbelief, he asks, “Where did you come from? How did you get here?”
She replies, “I rowed over from the other side of the island where I landed when my fishing boat sank.”
“Amazing,” he notes. “You were really lucky to have a row boat wash up with you.”
“Oh, this thing?” explains the woman. “ I made the boat out of some raw materials I found on the island. The oars
were whittled from gum tree branches. I wove the bottom from palm tree branches, and the sides and stern came from
a Eucalyptus tree.” ----- “But, where did you get the tools?”
“Oh, that was no problem,” replied the woman. “On the south side of the island, a very unusual stratum of alluvial
rock is exposed. I found that if I fired it to a certain temperature in a volcanic vent I found just down the island, it
melted into ductile iron and I used that to make tools and used the tools to make the hardware.”
The guy is stunned.
“Let's row over to my place,” she says “and I'll give you a tour.” So, after a short time of rowing, she soon docks the
boat at a small hand built wharf. As the man looks to shore, he nearly falls off the boat.
Before him is a long stone walk leading to a cabin and tree house. While the woman ties up the rowboat with an
expertly woven hemp rope, the man can only stare ahead, dumb struck. As they walk into the house, she says
casually, “It's not much, but I call it home. “Please sit down, would you like a drink?”
“No! No thank you,” the man blurts out, still dazed. “I can't take another drop of coconut juice.”
“Oh, it's not coconut juice,” winks the woman. “I have a still. How would you like a Jack Daniels whiskey?”
Trying to hide his continued amazement, the man accepts, and they sit down on her couch to talk. After they exchange
their individual survival stories, the woman announces, “I'm going to slip into something more comfortable. Would
you like to take a shower and shave? There's a razor in the bathroom cabinet upstairs.”
No longer questioning anything, he goes upstairs into the bathroom. There, in the cabinet is a razor made from a piece
of tortoise bone. Two shells honed to a hollow ground edge are fastened on to its end inside a swivel mechanism.
“This woman is amazing,” he muses. “What's next?”
When he returns, she greets him wearing nothing but a bandanna around her blonde locks and some small flowers on
tiny vines, each strategically positioned, she smelled faintly of coconut oil. She then beckons for him to sit down next
to her. “Tell me,” she begins suggestively, slithering closer to him, “We've both been out here for many months with
no company. You must have been lonely. When was the last time you had a really good ride?
She stares into his eyes. He can't believe what he's hearing. “You mean...” he swallows excitedly as tears start to form
in his eyes, “You've built a Harley?”

Marriage Counselling
After 35 years of marriage, a husband and wife came in for counselling. When asked what the problem was,
the wife went into a tirade, listing every problem they had ever had in the years they had been married. On
and on and on: neglect, lack of intimacy, emptiness, loneliness, feeling unloved and unlovable, an entire
laundry list of unmet needs she had endured.
Finally, after allowing this for a sufficient length of time, the therapist got up, walked around the desk and
after asking the wife to stand, he embraced and kissed her long and passionately as her husband watched with
a raised eyebrow. The woman shut up and quietly sat down in a daze. The therapist turned to the husband and
said : "This is what your wife needs at least 3 times a week. Can you do this?"
"Well . . . . . I can drop her off here on Mondays and Wednesdays, ...............But on Fridays I go fishing!”….
Archaeological discovery - A new mummy has been discovered in Egypt and it was covered in chocolate and nuts.
The archaeologists believe it may have been Pharaoh Rocher ......
Generational Issues - A boy asks his granny, 'Have you seen my pills, they were labelled LSD?' Granny replies,
never mind the pills, have you seen the dragons in the kitchen?
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