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Committee

Next Meeting : Monday, 18th June, 2018
Venue : The Lindfield Community Centre, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
There is no Culture Class this month because the “class room” is needed for the photo competition. Would entrants
please make sure they get their pictures in to Graeme by 7.15pm Full details are set out on page 2 of this bulletin.
The main meeting commences at 8pm. After the general meeting, the judging, and the tea break, our guest speaker
will be Garrie Bromley on the World Orchid Conference 2017 in Ecuador. We all saw Garrie’s pictures of parts
of Ecuador and Brazil when he travelled there to make arrangements for South American nurseries and speakers to
participate in our World Orchid Conference here in June. Garrie always does a great job with these talks. Terrific
photos, and the stories that go with them. Don’t Miss it.
Our supper volunteers for June are John and Jean Hocking. Thank you very much for helping out.

Best of the Evening Novice – Paphiopedilum insigne - grown by Bob Taffel
Well that confirms it, this Paph of Bob’s must be good because it also won
BOE in June last year. I hope you don’t mind that this write up is a repeat.
Paph insigne is unusual for a Paph because it is so forgiving it can be grown
by any experienced gardener, even without any other interest in orchids. All it
takes is a solid understanding of the basic principles of all plants.
P. insigne was first discovered in NE India in about 1819, near where India
borders with Myanmar (Burma). After it was sent to England and disclosed as
a new species, it created a huge demand and was collected by the hundreds of
thousands, and shipped to Europe to satisfy an insatiable demand. As a result
it was nearly destroyed as a wild orchid.
In its natural habitat, insigne grows at about 2000m above sea level,
reportedly in positions fully exposed to the southerly monsoonal rains (*south
facing in the northern hemisphere is the equivalent of north facing on our side
of the equator). In pictures I have seen, it was growing among 60cm tall
grasses, and not much else, on a steeply sloping hillside. Although the hillside
was sunny, in reality the orchid appeared to be pretty well protected.
Paph insigne flowers prolifically when growing well. It is perfectly suited to
our Sydney climate. It doesn’t mind our cold winters, but I wouldn’t expose it to frosts if you can help it.
Like any species, the flowers of different clones can vary. Some have flowers a little
larger, or taller, than others, some have better colour, some present better, and as you
might expect, there are also albino clones that lack the red or brown pigments, like the
one at the right known as variety Sanderae. This one of Bob’s is certainly a better than
average example, and this year he had about a dozen flowers on it. all in prime
condition. Just a tip though Bob, it was impressive, but it looks even better if you stake
them vertically. Coles kebab skewer canes work well for the purpose, and cut off those
couple of yellow leaves.
Paph insigne variety Sanderae →
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Bob. You sure grow it well.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. the Society’s new constitution – Fair Trading acknowledged receipt of our new constitution and has registered it
but they advise that they don’t review submitted documents and that it is the society’s responsibility that it complies
as required. Any provisions that do not comply are deemed replaced by the required provision.
2. Photo Competition – Our June Meeting features our annual Photographic / digital picture Competition –
in place of the culture class. Members are encouraged to participate. Just print out your best orchid picture and get in
touch with Graeme to make an entry as set out below.
Rules of the Competition:
1. Participants must be members of the society & must advise Graeme Mohr (phone 94498127 or preferably email
mohr48@optusnet.com.au ) prior to the June meeting, and preferably days before, that they wish to enter and
the number of entries. You don’t have to tell us what the entries are but there is a limit of 3 per membership.
2. Pictures must be an original picture taken by the member. Maximum size is an A4 sheet. (30 x 20cm).
3. The name of exhibitor is to be placed on the back of the exhibit.
4. Exhibits must to be handed to Graeme by 7.15pm on the showing night (Mon 18/06/18). We need your entries in
by then so that we can get them all mounted and get viewing and voting started. If we receive entries late (and if
we decide to accept them) it would be on the basis that the exhibitor accepts that voting may have already begun.
5. Exhibits will be allocated a unique number by Graeme. The number will then be placed on the exhibit on hanging.
6. Entries will be located in the culture class room.
7. Each exhibit must feature an orchid as the main subject, and be presented suitable for displaying. Exhibits are
not to have been awarded a prize previously at the Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society or the St Ives Orchid Fair.
Wherever possible, the Society competition rules will mirror the St Ives Orchid Fair Art Section rules.
Judging: As last year, placings will be based on a popular vote system by club members present on the night. Each
member may vote, and the entry that attracts the most votes wins. Members who vote must convey their choice to
Graeme before the end of the tea break. Results will be announced on the night, after the main invited speaker’s
presentation. 1st prize is a $15 sales table voucher, 2nd prize a $10 sales table voucher, 3rd prize a $5 sales table voucher.
3. Social Dinner on Fri 13th July – Once again, the venue is the Eastern City Chinese Restaurant, at 7 Hillcrest
Road Pennant Hills. We will meet at the restaurant at 6.30pm for dinner at 7pm.
This fixed banquet dinner will be a great opportunity for members to get to know one another just a little better and
enjoy a laugh outside the structure of our monthly general meetings.
Check your schedule and make a space so you can come and join us. Naturally, members’ partners are most welcome
to join us. The cost will be $20 per head, with the society subsidising any difference. Any member who would like to
invite a visitor who might enjoy our society, please contact Angie.
We are hoping for at least 25 to 30 attendees but presently only have about 10 names. Please check your schedules
and contact Angie to say you are with us. It is a great deal and lovely friendly people to dine with.
It will be a fixed banquet dinner. The committee are selecting the dishes to be included and we are conscious that a
surprising number of attendees don’t eat seafood, so seafood dishes (if any) will be minimalised. The banquet will
include a small entree, a selection of mains dishes with fried rice or boiled rice, and a dessert. We haven’t settled on
an exact menu yet but does it really matter? The mystery of it all is part of the deal.
There will be a small volume of soft drinks supplied to each table at the start of the evening but any alcoholic drinks
or further soft drinks are to be ordered from the bar and paid for by each person as you go along. The restaurant is
fully licensed and can supply all drinks but they also allow BYO wine subject to a small per person corkage charge.
There is plenty of parking right at the restaurant. There is Hillcrest Rd itself but there are also two big public car
parks. One more or less across the road, and the other behind the restaurant. However, if you prefer to use public
transport, Hillcrest Rd is right near Pennant Hills railway station.
If you would like to come, please see Angie at the next meeting to book, or email Angie at anglyle@hotmail.com
We need bookings committed to Angie by the end of June as we need to advise the restaurant of the numbers.
4. 21st AOC Conference Windsor in July - AOC Conference, 18th to 22nd July 2018, 16 Stewart St, South Windsor
NSW Australia. Website http://aocc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/
The committee of ‘Orchids in the Foothills’ would like to invite members of our affiliated societies to be part of our
conference and show. They need working volunteers for Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd to assist with various important
duties throughout the show such as security, ticket selling, and the creche etc, and welcome any enquiries regarding
the positions available. Our volunteers will have free access to the show and sales areas for the ‘other half’ of their
volunteering day. Volunteers are needed for morning shifts (8am to 12.30pm Fri & Sat, 8am -11.30 Sun) and for
afternoons (12.30 to 5pm Fri and Sat, 11.30 to 3pm Sunday).
For further information please contact them on 4754 5480 and discuss days and times you could help.
5. Another plant left behind – Once more a plant was left behind after our last meeting. The label says : Jay Yamada
'Kauai orchidaceaea x Degarmoara 'Flying High'. (I suspect it is an Aliceara). Is it yours? Please phone Jim - 9476 3383
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Advance Diary Dates 2018 (for details of shows in other parts of Sydney, see www.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/Shows2018.htm )
Thur 14 – Sat 16 June – North Shore OS show, Gordon Shopping Centre, Pacific Highway Gordon
Sat 23, Sun 24 June- the famous Mingara Orchid Fair/Show, Mingara Club, Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi.
Wed 18 (**) – Sun 22 July – (** Note : Only open to the public from Friday 20th) Australian AOC conference and
show – Windsor. Full details on the website (aocc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au)
Fri 16 to Sun 18 Aug - St Ives Orchid Fair - St Ives Showground – “the Biggest one of all”
Thur 27- Sun 30 Sept - the proposed combined Berowra and Kuringai Orchid society’s show at Hornsby Westfield.

Best of the Evening Species – Laelia anceps (Helen x Terra Del Fuego) - grown by Lee Payne
Well what a perrenial winner this species is. Every year we see
dozens of them benched and they also win best of the evenings.
Perfectly suited to Sydney’s climate, it is one of the first orchids
recommended to all new growers in Sydney because it is attractive,
has large showy flowers, and is tough. In fact it is one of the hardiest
of orchids and can even be grown in a backyard without a shadehouse
or glasshouse.
Laelia anceps comes from Mexico and the Honduras at altitudes of
only 500-1800 metres, but although this might make you think it isn’t
a genuine Sydney climate cold grower, experience tells us otherwise.
Its normal native habitat would be in oak and pine forests, but
nowadays it also occurs in its native areas as an epiphyte in coffee
plantations.
It is a species of quite variable form in nature. It has a distinctively long, arching inflorescence, which some find a
distraction, but I think it looks rather elegant. Especially when the plant presents with 3 or 4 or more spikes.
Each inflorescence generally has just 2 or 3 flowers right at the end, but it can occasionally have up to 5. The length
of the inflorescence is quite variable. When I first started growing orchids 40 years ago the usual spike was about one
metre tall. There were a few taller and a few shorter, but a plant with a spike of only 60cm would have been regarded
as unusual and highly desirable. These days however, more varieties have been discovered, and no doubt line bred to
improve characteristics, and there are many clones seen around town with spikes as short as 30-40cm.
Flower form and colour is another factor that has improved dramatically, as you can see from the range of colours and
patterns shown below. The most common colour is solid pink, but while there had always been a few white forms,
we see many other variations these days, even some with a pale blue lip.
The pictures below offer an indication of some of the variation available.

The Best of the Evening plant is
nicely shaped and very handsome, but
personally, I must admit that the short
spiked forms attract me more these
days, especially the types that also
have a short rhizhome with the
psuedobulbs clustered tightly
together. When you see a specimen
plant of this type flowered with multiple spikes they can really be a sight to behold.
specimen plant
Growing anceps into a decent size specimen should definitely be your plan. If you are intent on benching at meetings
or shows, the specimen size might make it more difficult to transport but I guarantee that viewers will be impressed.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Lee.
Irish Humour - Walking into the bar, Mike said to Charlie the bartender, 'Pour me a stiff one - just had another fight
with the little woman and I need a wind down.' 'Oh yeah?' said Charlie, 'And how did this one end?'
'Well, when it was over,' Mike replied, 'She came to me on her hands and knees.'
'Really,' said Charlie, 'Now that's a switch! What did she say?'
She said, 'Come out of there from under the bed, you little chicken.'
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Best of Evening Hybrid – Bulbophyllum dearii x facetum - grown by Jean and Geoff Fulcher
It is a long time since we have seen such an exotic beauty as
this one as hybrid of the night. It usually falls to a showy
Cattleya or Dendrobium or the like. Yet this one surely is still
a beauty isn’t it.
Jay Pfahl’s free website (the Internet Orchid Species Photo
Encyclopedia) tells us that Bulbophyllum is : “The largest
genus of orchids with over 1500 species, and it is also the
most geographically diverse. It is found in all tropical areas
on earth and is quite diverse in its flower morphology as well.
The flowers have the foot of the column which is hinged,
attached to the labellum so the flower has a moving part
which bobs, weaves, jiggles or jumps in the slightest breeze.
The petals have various shapes and sizes but are always much
smaller than the dorsal sepal. The column is short, often with
2 erect horns, winged or not, base produced to a long curved
foot and 4 collateral, naked pollina.” The pseudobulbs of bulbophyllum are often quite spaced on the rhizome and
they seem to prefer a shallow, airy container with a moist medium. eg a slatted basket or a shallow tray.
Because there are so many species in Bulbophyllum, the taxonomists have quite sensibly divided the genus into
groups (Sections) with common physical attributes, to help us identify which species are more closely related to each
other. Both of the parent species of Jean’s lovely orchid belong to the same group known as Section Sestochilos.
Again, the Internet Orchid Species Photo Encyclopedia gives us a general description of the Section. As some of this
description gets a bit technical, I will just say that there are about 28 species in the Section, they all have single
flowers on each inflorescence and most species have quite large flowers. There are a few smaller flowered types and
some intermediate at around 2.5cm, but most are like Jean’s with flowers around 7 to 9cm wide.
Unfortunately for growers, I believe ALL are warm growers and need a glasshouse to cultivate them in Sydney but if
you can provide the conditions, they are not too hard to manage. These are a creeping rhizome plant with spaced
pseudobulbs and like to grow in sphag in those shallow square plastic Vanda pots/baskets. Although their
pseudobulbs are spaced, the seem to grow back and forth across and around the container and eventually cover it.
Jean’s hybrid has flowers about 7cm across so it is quite eye catching. It actually has a hybrid name now as it was
registered in 2016 by the Eric Young Foundation as Bulbophyllum Plemont. I have no idea about the origin of this
seemingly odd name, but it is what it is I guess.
The parents dearei and facetum are both large flowered types. Dearei
has flowers about 7.5cm across and comes from Malaysia, Borneo, and
the Philippines. It is an epiphyte in forests at only moderate elevations
(between 700 and 1200m), usually on the trunks of large trees. Facetum
has gorgeous 7cm flowers and is endemic to the Philippines. It also
occurs at about 1200m elevation on shady tree trunks or on rocks.It has
an unfortunate characteristic in that the flowers open in the morning but
close again by early afternoon, only to open again the next day. Perhaps
an energy saving trick to only be open when its pollinators are active but
quite annoying to orchid growers who want to enjoy the flowers.
B. dearei
B. facetum
As Jean’s orchid was open throughout our meeting, it would seem that dearei has dominated, at least regarding flower
opening characteristics. Congratulations on a wonderful Best of the Evening Jean.

Cooler Growing Miniature Hardcanes??? – Jim Brydie
I am not much of a grower of hardcane Dendrobiums, but I decided
to write this article as a result of my delight in flowering the
beautiful little mini hardcane Den Little Princess “Blush”. I benched
it last meeting but although it didn’t even get a place in its class, it is
the first of these miniatures I have seen and I just love it. The picture
at the right makes the flowers look a bit bigger than they really are they are genuine minis. Really delightful. I wondered if these might
be a type even I could grow so decided to look into it more deeply.
However, when I tried to research what I thought must be a new
trend in hardcane breeding, I got a bit of a surprise. Little Princess
was registered way back in 1969 by Robert Perriera in Hawaii.
Hardly a ‘new development’. How could such delightful gems go so
long without me even noticing?
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Den Little Princess
‘Blush’
flrs – 38mm (h) x 42 (w)

Well the answer is probably that they didn’t. The parents of Little Princess are
bigibbum and Princess Sharon but while the hybrid name Little Princess might
imply a smaller plant, there is no mention of this characteristic in anything I can
find. I found only one picture and that was of a single flower in black and white,
and the award descriptions of the three different clones that have been awarded,
described plants with 14, 15, and 18 flowers on the inflorescence. Not quite the
miniatures I was imagining. My little clone “Blush” (see above) is in a 70mm
terracotta pot, and the pseudobulbs are just 75mm tall. Now perhaps it would be
bigger if grown by a serious hardcane grower, but I can’t imagine it would ever
have 15 flowers on the raceme.
I bought my plant at an orchid nursery in Queensland in 2016. If I recall correctly, it was a tubestock plant among a
tray of many of the same clone. I imagine that they were a batch of mericlones recently out of a flask. Now what
would a 1969 developed cross be doing as a mericlone at a nursery in 2016? I have to think that it is a mass produced
clone from a more modern remake of the cross, and given its size, most likely a remake using the type of bigibbum
we now know as variety compactum or even Dendrobium lithocola.
Den lithocola is a quite unique variety of bigibbum and comes from a small area near the
coast in the wet tropics in northern Queensland. It grows almost exclusively on rocks at an
altitude of 250m. This area gets a little more rain in winter than other varieties of bigibbum
but there still is a comparatively drier period in winter and spring. The pseudobulbs are
commonly only 10-15cm tall and 1 to 2cm thick. Some may be a little taller, some shorter,
but short and stubby is the norm. It is not exactly a cool growing orchid but it is a little more
tolerant of cold, and winter moisture, than the other forms.
Den
lithocola
Parent clone names or variety names are not registered when new crosses are registered, and
for the purpose of hybrid registration, Den lithocola is treated as just another synonym of Den bigibbum. Any remake
of Princess Sharon with lithocola or any other form of bigibbum can not be registered because they must be regarded
as just a remake of Little Princess. Even it was deliberately done to create a range of very different, more petite plants.
So where do I go next? I tried google with mini hardcane dendrobium, mini phalaenopsis dendrobium, and various
combinations like that. Mini Phalaenopsis Dendrobium came up with some nice pictures of genuine miniature types
but surprisingly little written word. And, the majority of the pictures seemed to show up on forum sites regarding
plants bought at non orchid retail outlets like the DIY home improvement store Bunnings here in Australia. It looked
like they were being sold as flowering size orchids (with no hybrid name or registered name) in the same way
Phalaenopsis are sold here in Bunnings and in supermarkets. When I thought about this, I guess it makes sense. If
you have a product that is saleable to the general retail public as an attractive plant, rather than to the much smaller
market place of the specialist orchid grower, I am sure I too would market it that way.

There will always be hybrids made by specialist orchid growers for the specialist orchid grower market, but there will
be more and more ‘commercial creators’ making and selling orchids specifically for more general retail outlets. These
will either have no names or just Phalaenopsis, or Dendrobium, or maybe even made up marketing names like that
Oncidiinae orchid “Masai Red” that was sold by the thousands a few years ago. The people who buy these plants, or
get them as presents, are very likely our new club members of the future. Whether we like it or not, those no name
orchids will no doubt start to become a growing proportion of the orchids benched at meetings and traded on sales
tables. Perhaps our present way of playing with our orchid toys and being knowledgeable about the genetics and
breeding of hybrids, is coming to an end? It seems our attitudes and procedures might have to change in the future.

The AFL Grand Final - I know it's late notice he said, but a friend of mine has two special deluxe tickets for
the AFL Grand Final at the MCG on Saturday 29th September. They are box seats and he paid $3,000 per ticket,
which includes the ride from the airport, lunch, dinner, a $400 bar tab, and a pass to the locker room after the game.
What he didn't realize when he bought them last year was that it's on the same day as his wedding. If you're interested,
he is looking for someone to take his place.
It's at St. Paul's Church at 3pm. Her name is Ashley. She is 163cm, about 52 pounds, is a good cook, loves to fish and
hunt, and will clean your truck. She'll be the one in the white dress.
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Dendrobium Warringah, one of the “Tropicools”™
Warringah is the 1984 cross between Den bigibbum and Den speciosum. At first
Den Warringah
‘Jim’s’
glance, it looks something like a shortish bigibbum. A nice long raceme of good
size flowers, pretty, but not of not particularly good form for a bigibbum. When
you look more closely however, the lip spade is too long, and the pseudobulbs
clearly show the speciosum influence in their size and shape.
Warringah was created by Sydney’s famous native orchid specialist Walter
Upton, and is one of the very early crosses between bigibbum and various
species from the Dendrocoryne Section of Dendrobium. Dendrocoryne is the
group that contains kingianum, speciosum, fleckeri, tetragonum etc. Many of
these are considered cool, if not cold, growers despite their northerly habitats.
Given the potential to create bigibbum hybrids with more cold tolerance, it seems
curious that it took so long for the first hybrids of these sections to appear. We
must assume that is was particularly hard to get viable seed from them.
Bigibbum had been used as a parent in making hybrids since 1893 but apart from hybrids with its sister species D
phalaenopsis, these were nearly all hybrids with species of the more closely related Spatulata group (discolor, lineale,
dicuphum, canaliculatum, antennatum, tokai, nindii, taurinum, etc). The next most common are the PNG Latoureas.
It was not until 1978, that a Dendrocoryne group hybrid was registered. That hybrid was Den Esme Poulton created
and registered by Bill Poulton from Wynnum in Queensland (bigibbum x kingianum). After that, crosses with this
group still only trickled in. The next was Den Peewee (with tetragonum) in 1979 by W J Cannons, Warringah in 1984
and Big Fleck in 1986 (with fleckeri) by W Upton, Elegant Nancy in 1990 by Cannons, and Colonial Made in 1991
(with falcorostrum) by Phil Spence. We then started to see crosses onto older Dendrocoryne hybrids.
Neil Finch, the original owner of Down Under Native Orchids is often credited with being a leader of these ‘hot with
cold’ hybrids but although he may have been the one to coin the term “Tropicool” (which became a registered trade mark
associated with his nursery), the first of his hybrids of this type wasn’t until 1995. However, I am sure he knew all the
others working in this field so I am not sure just where he fits in. He later sold his nursery to Bryan Gerhardt who
continued extensively in Australian native orchids but usually referred to the nursery under the acronym DUNO.
Anyway, enough of the history. Warringah is rarely seen at meetings any more because more modern hybrids have
superseded it, but at our last meeting I benched an old pale pink clone of Warringah that I bought off its originator
Wal Upton at least 30 years ago. I have kept it for sentimental reasons. My Warringah wasn’t placed on the night but
it looked nice and I thought nothing more of it. However at the Kuringai committee meeting 2 days later, lo and
behold, Trevor Onslow had two other clones of Warringah in his loungeroom. One a darker pink in flower than mine,
the other a white about to open. He also told me he also had pictures of another clone owned by a local friend –
Clover Bradley. And all these years I though I had a valuable antique relic (sigh).
Trevor’s

Trevor’s

Clover’s

Jim’s

Wally sold me my Warringah as speciosum ‘Purity’ x bigibbum ‘compactum’ which accounts for the stems being
particularly short and fat (see pic above left – psbs are about 20-25cm), and the flowers being such a pale pink. It has
hung totally neglected in my shadehouse and flowers regularly. It must be pretty tough, because this piece is growing
in a standard 75mm terracotta pot and was last repotted in August 2003. I think I had better clean it up and do the
right thing by it next Spring. Other clones, like Trevor’s and Clover’s, are taller and the stems favour more to the
bigibbum side even though they are still a bit stouter and shorter than a typical bigibbum.
Orchidwiz tells us that only one clone of Warringah
has ever been awarded, but it sure looks a beauty. It
was Warringah ‘Purple Heaven’ owned by Ray
Clements which received an FCC from the
Australian Orchid Council in 2014. It flowers more
like speciosum and had 15 spikes and 375 flowers
Den Warringah
‘Purple Heaven’
& buds. I don’t have a full plant picture of Purple
FCC
Heaven but it also seems to be a middle height plant
with stoutish stems. The pictures here are from the AOC award. Not bad, I think I could find a place for it, don’t you?
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