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Next Meeting : Monday, 21st January, 2019
Venue : The Lindfield Community Centre, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
The hall is open from 6.30pm. Please try and get there early to help set up tables, chairs and lighting.
Benching is available shortly after 7pm but please be patient and wait until tables and dividers are in place. There will
be no Culture Class this month as our main feature of the night is our traditional January “Plant Doctors” session.
The main meeting commences at 8pm. After the formalities of the general meeting, the judging, and the tea break,
we will need to rearrange the seating somewhat to suit a Plant Doctor panel at each end of the hall. At one end we will
have Garrie Bromley and Trevor Onslow, and at the other end, Jim Brydie and Geoff Fulcher. I blush just a little as I
make this claim, but in these four gentlemen you have some of Sydney’s most experienced & knowledgeable growers.
The doctors invite you to bring along orchids with which you might be having a few problems or about which you
would like some advice. The ‘Doctors’ will see if they can diagnose the problem and make out a prescription for
treatment. There are no limits on the number pf plants you may bring in but if there are large numbers in the waiting
room, the doctors may prioritise the patients.
Our supper volunteers for January are Jenny Richardson and Gloria Cushway. Many thanks for offering ladies.

Best of the Evening Species – Laelia purpurata ‘Barbara’ - grown by Garrie and Lesley Bromley
What a stunning display this species makes. Big showy flowers, available
in a huge array of colour varieties and forms, and perfectly suited to our
Sydney climate. This one should definitely be on the list we recommend
to new growers to cement their blossoming interest in orchids. I just can’t
yet bring myself to use its latest genus name change to Cattleya.
A native of southern Brazil, it occurs in a relatively coastal-strip,
extending north for about 500 km from just above the Argentine border.
Interestingly, in Australia those latitudes equate to NSW, from
somewhere about Nowra to a bit below the Qld border.
Within its native coastal zone, purpurata is most common in tall trees in
heavy forest along small creeks, usually below 180m elevation.
So what do we make of all that? - 1. Its zone clearly doesn’t extend up
into the tropics so it is not a tropical warm growing orchid. 2. It is pretty
much strictly coastal, but what might be the significance of that. Well, for one thing, in coastal areas the max/min
temperature variations are less extreme, but also, rainfall patterns are less seasonal. Dryer inland areas often tend to
have very seasonal rainfall (wet season/dry season). In purpurata’s zone, the monthly rainfall varies only from a
monthly low of about 80mm to a high of 130mm. It doesn’t get massive rainfall in any one month, but it is regular.
Our Sydney climate isn’t quite so kind, but can you see why it can be grown here, in a shadehouse under 50%
shade, where we water reasonably regularly. Bill Dobson,
examples of other nice colour varieties
who grows these better than anyone else I know, likes to
give it a lot more light, but unless you feel you are
competition for Bill, perhaps stick to 50% to start with.
Thank you for sharing another glorious specimen with us.
Garrie and Lesley. What great colour contrast and the
form is so pleasing to the eye.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. Yet another wonderful Christmas party – President Dennys and his team did a great job of pulling it all together to
make it happen. A big thank you from all of us to everyone who pitched in and helped.
Dennys began the meeting with a hearty welcome to all present before announcing his Presidents awards to a number
of long serving members, and then announcing the winners of the point-score competition prizes. But it wasn’t long
before we had all the chairs shifted out into a ring around the walls, leaving space in the middle for the food tables
and the tables for the prizes in the monster raffle. Thank you to everyone who generously donated prizes.
Our roving reporter and photographer Jane D’Olier took these wonderful pictures of our party for us. (thanks Jane)
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As you can see, many happy people enjoying a night out, even the boys from Royale Orchids came down for a visit. It
has been a tough year for their family with Kevin’s passing. I don’t think they won many raffle prizes but I hope they
had some fun anyway. We all want to see Royale continue as Sydney’s premier orchid nursery for years to come.
There were also representatives from a number of our sister clubs including Eastwood, Manly, North Shore, and even
the President of the Tropical Plant Society. As it turned out, the Eastwood representatives Penny and Bernadette were
stars at the raffle which was probably some sort of karma. Cynthia and I had been the Ku-ring-gai representatives at
the Eastwood party about a week before and won the hamper, a lucky door prize, and two other raffle prizes. We all
laughed about it on the night and they jokingly told us that Eastwood would come to our party and seek revenge.
While Penny was winning a string of prizes during the raffle, I went and sat on the floor near her to see if some of the
luck might rub off, but it didn’t work – I got nothing. Penny and Bernadette are both long serving committee members
at Eastwood and it was just their turn for bit of luck.
Not everyone can win a prize but at least I am certain no-one went home hungry. There was an amazing array of
wonderful party foods. If you didn’t fancy one dish, there many others to choose from, and boy the desserts. Who
brought in those pavlovas? I am not a great pavlova lover myself, but they sure did look great, as did everything else.
We had a little food left over at the end but we usually plan it that way to make sure there is enough for everyone.
A very successful celebration of our years end. Thank you all for being part of it. Now lets do it all again in 2019.
2. Membership Fees – And now, while I have you all in a good mood, ‘tis the time of year I must remind you all
once more that your annual membership fees are now due. Please note, the fees have risen a couple of dollars since
last year. In response to some members concerns, the committee has reviewed the increase and determined that the
small rise is justified to help meet rising costs. The fees are now - $15 single, $18 family.
You can pay online by bank transfer to Westpac Bank, St Ives branch, BSB No 032 188, account name, Ku-ring-gai
Orchid Society and account number 103568. If you use this method, please make sure that you include the words
“Membership fees” as the payment description – and include your name as the remitter.
You can also pay in person at the front table at the next meeting or mail in a cheque. Please note though, if you pay in
person or by mail, we want you to include a completed ‘payment advice form’ to submit with the payment to Jessie
Koh. It gives us a paper record & helps keep track of who has paid. A copy of the form will be sent out with the first
distribution of this bulletin and forms will also be available at the January meeting.
3. Library Report – New to the library this month will be the December 2018 - January 2019 edition of the Aust.
Orchid Review. It depicts the softcane miniature Dendrobium Hamana Lake on its cover and features interesting
articles on Phragmipedium, and Cymbidiums shown at the 2018 National Orchid Extravaganza.

2018 Pointscore Competition
So How Does the Competition Work? - Each year at our meetings we bring in our orchids to share our delight in our
hobby – those amazingly different orchids. To encourage members to bring in their orchids, there is a little point
scoring competition run on those benchings. In each class each month, the orchid judged first gets 6 points, second
gets 4 points, and third 2 point. In addition, each other orchid benched in each class is allocated 1 point to encourage
participation. Each member can only earn points for a maximum of 5 orchids in each class. There are no extra points
for winning a ‘Best of the Evening’. The reward for that honour is a special prize plant allocated on the night.
There is no monetary reward for getting 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in a single class in any month. However, at the end of the year
there is a tally of all points earned within each class, and a token amount of prizemoney is allocated to the growers
(1st, 2nd, 3rd ) who get the most points in that class over the 12 months. Obviously, the more classes in which you get
an annual 1st, 2nd, or 3rd, the greater the accumulated reward. There is also a special participation reward of a small
orchid or equivalent for anyone who didn’t get any prizemoney but who did bench at least one plant during the year.
Benching Competition Rules – Yes, there are formal benching rules. The document that sets them out in detail is
titled “The Benching Guidelines” and every member receives a copy when they join the club. If you ever lose your
copy, just ask and we can send you another, or alternately, it is posted on the Society website for you convenience.
The Results – At our Christmas meeting, point-score competition winners are announced and prizes handed out.
Sometimes this takes the form of prize plants to the equivalent value won, but this year, with the substantial changes
to our admin structure just before Christmas, we handed out cash and vouchers.
We do not publish the total results of the point-score, or the results in specific classes (i.e. the placings upon which
prizemoney is based). There are 40 benching classes in total and the total results of over one hundred members
benching in 40 classes is rather unwieldy to say the least. However, the results are not secret and if any member is
interested in obtaining a copy of the overall benching scores or class scores for 2018 please send a request to the KOS
email address, kuringgaiorchidsociety@gmail.com, and we will get a copy to you. We will also make a few printed
copies available at the January meeting.
What we do publish each year, in our January bulletin (see below), is a summary table of the total points across all
classes in each of the Open and Novice divisions. We list about the top 20 or so point scorers in the Open division,
and perhaps 5 to 10 in the Novice section (depending on numbers of participants). As explained above, placings in
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this table are not the basis upon which prizes are based. We publish these lists because many members like to see
where they stand competitively amongst all others.
Please, please, don’t take this competition too seriously and don’t get over-competitive. Lets just enjoy seeing lots of
lovely orchids every month. Bring your plants in to show us your skill and to share your pride, your pleasure, and
your knowledge and discoveries.

2018 Pointscore Summary
st

1
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

G & L Bromley
J & C Brydie
T & P Onslow
G & J Fulcher
A & G Cushway
Dora Law
Jessie Koh & Herb Schock

Open section results (top 21 places)
719
402
360
281
280
274
223

8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th

Margaret Barrett
Graeme Mohr
Trish Peterson
Christine Rethers
P & J D'Olier
Bryan Spurrs
Trevor Miller

210
199
194
191
166
160
138

15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st

Ian Tanner
D & J Angove
Kitt Reyes
Chris Nidagal
Lina Huang
Lee Payne
Betty & Peter Ng

112
106
102
98
82
74
55

Novice section results (top 9 placings)
1st Jenny Richardson
2nd Lina Huang
3rd John Chang

139
130
80

4th Lisa Harris
5th Mary Matthews
6th Angie Lyle

25
20
18

7th Bob Taffel
= 8th Doreen Clarke
= 8th Bruce Farrar

16
6
6

Revised Novice Grower Standings for 2018/2019
For Novices Only – As new members always seem to have trouble understanding our complicated little system for
elevating growers from Novice to Open class, I provide the following explanation : Our ‘rules’ prescribe that in addition to any prize money, when a Novice grower wins a Novice benching class at the
end of the year, they lose the right to bench in that particular Novice Class from then on. That is, they are elevated to
OPEN class for just those kinds of orchids, but they may bench other kinds of orchids in other Novice classes until
they are also elevated to OPEN in those classes. It may take years, or may in some cases occur in just one season, but
when a Novice finally wins 3 different Novice classes, they are no long a “Novice” and must bench only in Open.
However, please note one further complication. – Your novice standing is also affected by your novice or open
standing at other clubs. One of our rules says that as you lose your novice standing at any other orchid club (or that
other club’s equivalent of novice), in any one class, or overall, then you are likewise no longer Novice in the
equivalent classes at Ku-ring-gai. Because the classes and rules at each club are so variable, it is impossible to write
an exact interpretation of this condition for every circumstance, so we expect individual members to judge this for
themselves and act accordingly. If you are ever unsure about some aspect of this and want to ask for clarification,
please raise your issue with any committee member. We will work out a practical and common sense solution for you.
As I said, all rather complicated. The whole process is aimed at trying to keep the competition among novices as fair
and equal as possible, yet at the same time allowing novice growers as long as they need to develop and become
comfortable with benching in the open classes. A rather delicate balance.

Updated Novice Standings from 2019 : Please take careful note, and bench accordingly.
Each January we publish the table below to remind Novice growers of where they stand in this gradual process of
moving from Novice to Open in our society. The table lists members who are presently benching in Novice classes at
meetings and who have at least partially lost their Novice standing. If you aren’t listed but believe you should be,
please contact Dennys Angove or Graeme Mohr. These revised standings applied from the December meeting in
2018. (this years changes are shown in green)
A copy of the table is kept in the hall, in the varnished box in which benching cards are stocked. The box sits on the
benches just outside the table and chairs storeroom. Also keep in mind that novice class is not mandatory. No member
is bound only to the novice classes. You can choose to bench in any Open class at any time.
THESE ARE THE NOVICE CLASSES IN WHICH those listed ARE NO LONGER ELIGIBLE TO BENCH
John Chang
Doreen Clark
John and Jean Hocking
Lina Huang
Angie Lyle
Mary Matthews
Jenny Richardson
Janet Snodgrass
Yvonne Szeto-Low

class 35 – Laeliinae Species and Hybrids (now Open in this class)
In 2018 won class Class 39. Miscellaneous Hybrids (now also Open in this class)
class 39 – Miscellaneous Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 34 – Australian Native Species & Hybrids (now Open in this class)
Already Open in classes 37 and 39 - 2018 - won classes 35, 36, 38. Lina is now OPEN in all classes
class 35 – Laeliinae Species and Hybrids (now Open in this class)
class 37 – Oncidium species and hybrids (now Open in this class)
Class 38 - Miscellaneous Species – (now Open in this class)
Already OPEN in classes 36, and 38.
In 2018 – won classes 34 and 37. Now Open in all classes
class 35 – Laeliinae species and hybrids (now Open in this class)
Class 35 - Laeliinae Species and Hybrids. (now Open in this class)
class 39 – Miscellaneous Hybrids (now Open in this class)
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Best of the Evening Hybrid – Miltoniopsis Breathless - grown by Dennys and Janine Angove
What a glorious but frustrating sight this is for many orchid growers,
myself especially. The beautiful Miltoniopsis species and hybrids prove
very touchy to grow for most, and yet some growers have just the right
mix of talents and growing conditions, to make them grow and flower
perfectly.
I presently have two flowers on my last surviving Miltoniopsis but
compared to Dennys and Janine’s plant it just looks sad. I know all the
theory of what is required and have done well enough for periods, but
then I turn around one day and it is nearly dead again. I surrender.
I have seen where Dennys grows his and it is what I imagine would be
perfect. His home is built on a fairly steep slope and the shadehouse is
located to the East of the dwelling. I imagine that there is excellent air flow up the slope through the plants, which I
think is a great advantage. But then again, should I be making assumptions? I have tried to grow Miltoniopsis time
and again over the years and have never been satisfied with the results.
The hybrid “Breathless” was registered in 2005 by a nursery in Hawaii, from the parents Mps Pink Lady and Mps
Pearl Ono. The cross represents perhaps 8 generations of breeding and at least 4 different species. I won’t try to
analyse the breeding because it is a little outside my knowledge base. The last time we had detailed information on
this genus was way back in 2008 when we had my friend Alan Kerruish from the Cumberland society do a guest
lecture for us and he also provided an article for our bulletin for the following month. He has kindly allowed me
publish it again below for those who missed out the first time. (see next page)
Full congratulations to you Dennys and Janine. I envy your success with these stunning flowers.
--------- --------- -------- ----------------Philosophical Considerations
Well, she tried to get what he wanted
1. I went to a bookstore the other day and asked where to find the self-help
section. The assistant said if she told me that, it would defeat the purpose.
2. Why do they lock petrol station bathrooms? Are they afraid someone will
break in and clean them?
3. How do they get wild animals to only cross the road where they have those
yellow road signs warning drivers?
4. Why is it called 'tourist season' if we aren’t allowed to shoot them?
5. Why do shops have signs, “guide dogs only” ? the dogs can’t read and their
owners are blind.
6. Since the heavy snow came, all the wife has done is look through the
window. ---- If it gets any worse, I'll have to let her in.
7. Why do retirees refuse to clean out their basements, attics or garages?
Because if they do, their adult kids will want to store stuff there.
The Golfer
A golfer was involved in a terrible car crash and was rushed to the hospital. Just before he was put under, the surgeon
popped in to see him. “I have some good news and some bad news,” says the surgeon. “The bad news is that I have to
remove your right arm!”
“Oh no!” cries the man “I would never be able to play golf again! So please Doc, what's the good news?”
“The good news is, I have another one to replace it, but it's a woman's arm and I'll need your permission before I go
ahead with the transplant.”
“Go for it doc,” says the man, “as long as I can play golf again.”
The operation went well and a year later the man was out on the golf course when he bumped into the surgeon.
“Hi, how's the new arm?” asks the surgeon. “Well as a matter of fact, just great,” says the golfer. “I'm playing the best
golf of my life. My new arm has a much finer touch and my putting has really improved. But not only that,” continued
the golfer, “my handwriting has improved, I've learned how to sew my own clothes and I've even taken up painting
landscapes in watercolors.”
“That's unbelievable!” said the surgeon, “I'm so glad to hear the transplant was such a great success. Are you having
any side effects?”
“Well, just two,” said the golfer
“- I have trouble parallel parking,
- and every time my partner starts to feel amorous and gets smoochie, I get a headache.”
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Miltoniopsis – The Pansy Orchids – by Alan Kerruish
(Intro by JB: Alan kindly supplied this article for the benefit of those who missed his talk last month but would like to
try a few of these lovely orchids. The article focuses somewhat on the species that make up the genus because to grow
the group, we must understand the species. However, as Alan mentioned, and as you can see from these pictures, it is
the hybrid Miltoniopsis that can be the more mind blowing.)

Although the genus name Miltoniopsis was established in 1889 by Godefroy-Lebeuf, it was not until 1976 that the
name was generally accepted as a valid genus name. Prior to 1976, plants in this group were included in the genus
Miltonia even though they were located in different areas to the more traditional Miltonias, and are vegetatively quite
different. As a result of this, one group were commonly referred to as Brazilian Miltonias and those of the
Miltoniopsis type were referred to as ‘Columbian’ or ‘Pansy type’ Miltonias. The former being cool growing & the
latter warm growing.
Miltoniopsis come from Costa Rica, Panama, Columbia, Venezuela, Peru & Brazil. Their habitats range from hot
humid lowlands to cool humid cloud forests but in all cases the operative word is humid. They are generally found
growing in tree tops at 200 to 2000 metres.
Unfortunately, Miltoniopsis have developed a reputation as being “difficult”, or not a recommended beginner’s plant,
and have been tagged with various other labels indicating that people have trouble growing them. As a result many
orchid growers do not even try to grow them. Despite this reputation, they are relatively easy to grow if their few
particular requirements are met.
The genus comprises just the following six species plus their various colour forms.
Miltoniopsis vexillaria

Miltoniopsis roezlii

Miltoniopsis phalaenopsis

M. bismarkii

Miltoniopsis vexillaria. - This is the type species for Miltoniopsis
and originates from Ecuador & Columbia. It is found at elevations
from 1300 – 2150 metres, usually on the western slopes of the
Cordillera (on the side that drains to the Amazon) and has been in
European cultivation since 1872. It has narrow oblong pseudobulbs
which are somewhat compressed. The plant generally has 4 leaves
which are long, thin and sharply pointed two on each side of the
bulb. There are usually 2, but sometimes 3 or 4 inflorescences per
growth, each with 4 to 7 flowers on a 300-500mm long stem. Flowers
M. santanae
M. warscewiczii
vary in colour from rose-carmine to almost white. Flowering is generally May or June but 2 or more flowerings per
year is not unknown.
Miltoniopsis roezlii - One of the species that has been extensively used to develop the modern hybrid miltoniopsis.
This plant is also native to Ecuador, Panama & Columbia. It is found in lower regions from 200 to 1000 m in very wet
forests. Plant has light bluish green foliage 280-350 mm high new growths produce inflorescences 300mm long which
carry 2-5 flat flower each flower is 70-100 mm wide. Flowers are white with a purple blotch at base of each petal and
an orange yellow disc at base of lip. Generally plants flower in spring but a well grown plant will also bloom in
autumn as well. An Alba form exists. It is white with a small yellow crest.
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Miltoniopsis phalaenopsis - In 1850, the collector Schlim discovered this species in Columbia, carpeting the rocks on
which it grew, and sent some plants to the Brussels orchid nursery of Linden. For the next 100 years there was very
little mention of this plant. In 1954 a butterfly collector by the name of Schmidt-Munn came across many plants
blooming on a tree in the eastern Cordillera of Columbia and collected 5 plants. In 1959 he searched for them again
without success, although subsequent discoveries have been made in Ecuador and Columbia.
The flowers are white and the lip is marked by purple to red streaks and blotches. The diameter of the flower is 50-60
mm. Because of the relatively small flowers in this species, it has not been used as frequently as the previous 2 in
hybridising when used however it contributes a lovely purple mask to its progeny. In addition this species has been
responsible for the much sought after “waterfall” pattern of the flowers lip.
Miltoniopsis warscewiczii - This plant was formally known as Miltonia endresii and has also been known as Miltonia
supurba. This plant was originally found in Costa Rica in 1875 growing epiphytically at 1400-2000 metres and has
since been found growing in the northern part of Panama at the same elevations. This is the coolest growing of the
Miltoniopsis species and requires more shade than the other species. Flowers are fiddle shaped, white with faint
reddish purple areas near the base of the sepals. The lip has a hairy callus surrounded by a dull reddish purple area.
Miltoniopsis santanaei - A recently discovered species originally known as M. roezelii var Alba. It is found in
Venezuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru & Brazil at elevations from 200 to1200 metres. It is usually on west facing
slopes, on the edge of wet mountain forests, often in seasonally flooded areas. This plant has smaller sized flowers
that vary from blush pink to rose, but some can be pure white. Flowers range in size from 50-100 mm diameter but
are generally about 65mm. Because of the small flower size this species has rarely been used in breeding programs.
Miltoniopsis bismarcki - This new species was discovered by Klaus von Bismarck in 1985 in the wet tropical rain
forests of the Cordillera Azul at between 900 to 1050 metres altitude in Peru. It has subsequently also been found in
Equador at elevations between 600 & 1800 metres. New growths often produce two inflorescences and each carries 4
to 6 flowers. The flowers open flat and are about 40 mm diameter. They have light rose-pink sepals, darker petals and
a dark rose-purple lip. The lip has a yellow disc marked with ochre-red spots. A few years ago a number of plants of
this genus were exported from Peru and sold as M. vexillaria.
Hybridisation : The first Miltoniopsis cross made was M. Bleuana, a cross between Miltoniopsis vexillaria and
roezelii. It was named after the French hybridizer Alfred Bleu and was registered in 1889. Since then there have been
thousands of hybrids registered within the genus and outcrossing to other related genera.
The genus name Miltoniopsis is accepted as botanically correct, (the suffix ‘opsis’ is a Greek derivation implying a
relationship to Miltonia), but until very recently the Royal Horticultural Society in the UK continued to retain the
former name Miltonia for hybrid registration purposes. Even now it gives Miltonia as a synonym genus name for a
Miltoniopsis hybrid, which results in a very complicated situation for growers.
Cultural Requirements : The key to successfully growing this genus is high humidity (50% or more if possible)
especially those from the wet Andean cloud forests in their background. They prefer to stay a bit wetter than many
other orchids. Miltoniopsis, like Miltonias have a habit of “accordioning” their slender leaves into crinkled waves
when humidity is low or there is insufficient water. Once ‘accordioned’ the leaves will not flatten but new foliage will
straighten once watering and humidity is corrected.
Light : Plants need good light levels to flower well; not as high as for Cattleya’s, but around the same as for mottled
leaved paphiopedilums, (or African Violets). When the light level is correct these plant will have light green slightly
greyish foliage, dark green foliage is an indication of insufficient light. A slightly pinkish tinge on the leaves also
indicates correct light levels. The sepals and petals of some Miltoniopsis tend to recurve when light is too high
Repotting : Repotting can generally be done in the spring or in the autumn when the plants put on their late season
growth. Like many other orchids, they resent being overpotted and seem to grow best when tightly packed in the pot.
Miltoniopsis have a fine & very extensive root system which will rapidly fill a pot under good conditions. Because of
this they like a well drained growing medium. I use a mix of fine to medium grade bark with gravel and sel-grit. I
make sure that the mixture is moist when I repot, then do not water the repotted plant till the next day so that any cuts
or damaged areas have a chance to heal, lessening the chance of fungal disease or bacterial infection getting a start.
Plastic pots are usually preferred as they retain more moisture, but because of the constant moisture the compost will
often be spent after 12 months and will need to be replaced.
When repotting, do not simply “pot-on” into a larger pot leaving the root ball with the stale, old medium intact. All
old medium should be gently removed, any damaged or diseased roots trimmed off, and the plant repotted using fresh
medium and a clean pot. If the plant is being divided make the divisions not less than four bulb growths.
Next to simply providing the basic requirements, annual repotting is probably the single most important action a
grower can take to ensure success
Watering : Most times the saying with orchids is “If you think should they be watered the answer is always no”, but
with Miltoniopsis, it is if you feel the plants will be dry tomorrow then they should be watered today.
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Fertilizing : Fertilizing can be applied at the usual half strength using any balanced fertilizer. If potted in a bark
medium, use a high nitrogen fertilizer for two applications, then a high phosphorous fertilizer for the next two
applications. Reduce the fertilizing during the winter period.

Pests & Diseases :
Fungal and bacterial rot can be a problem, but not any more than with any other plant. It is more likely when they
have been allowed to run down, or some aspect of their culture is unsatisfactory. Improving the unsatisfactory element
will often correct the plant’s problem.
Some of the common causes of problems with these plants are:(a) High temperature coupled with low humidity: This tends to happen during late spring and summer, especially
in smaller glasshouses.
(b) Plants too dry: when this occurs both at the roots and in the atmosphere it causes excessive dehydration. This is
usually indicated by shrivelling of the pseudobulbs and “concertinering” of the new growth. ie a zig-zag folding of
the leaf tissue so that it looks like the bellows of a concertina (or accordion).
(c) Not enough shade: Plants show this by extreme loss of leaves and shrivelling of the pseudobulbs.
(d) Over watering: results in loss of roots and the subsequent dehydration of the whole plant.
- Alan Kerruish

Best of the Evening Novice – Ascofinetia (syn Vanda) Cherry Blossom - grown by John Chang
This lovely hybrid was first made way in 1961 and has been popular in
collections ever since. It is a primary hybrid between Neofinetia falcata and
Ascocentrum ampullaceum, and was created by Ernest Iwanaga in Hawaii.
Both genera have now been folded into the much bigger genus Vanda,
(hence the “syn Vanda” above), but as Vanda is now so conglomerate and
large, I will keep using the former names for the purpose of this description.
After John’s lecture at our November meeting you all know about the cool
growing nature of Neofinetia, being from Japan, Taiwan, Korea and China,
so I will tell you more about the Ascocentrum.
Ascocentrum ampullaceum is a really cute species that is essentially a
miniature Vanda, with a mature single growth measuring up to about 25cm
tall x 30cm wide. It is found in NE India, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, and SE
China, from elevations between about 300 and 1500m. These moderate elevations make it a rather warmish grower,
best with perhaps a minimum temperature of about 8°C or higher. Its 10-20cm densely flowered inflorescence can
carry about 20 (15-20mm) flowers. There are a variety of colours available including many shades of pink, white,
orange, and even an almost red form. The form used to make Cherry Blossom in the 1960’s was very likely pink
because nearly all the Cherry Blossoms I have seen are a lovely cherry blossom pink. However, I am sure it has been
remade many times more recently because, there are pictures available of many different coloured forms of Cherry
Blossom. John’s plant is a very unusual sort of Salmon colour and I have never seen another like it.
---- 3 various pink forms of Cherry Blossom----

apricot

orange

Ascofin. Cherry Blossom takes after its little white parent Neofinetia in regard to ease of growth and cold tolerance.
You just have to keep in mind that it is still a Vandaceous orchid with monopodial growth and no pseudobulbs. Such
orchids are just about all epiphytic plants from areas where they get regular water so they are best suited to an open,
airy container like the net-pot John has his in, or a slatted wooden basket, or similar. Some orchid pot manufacturers
make special open sided pots especially for Vandas and their relatives, and they are worth using.
Last month John told us about the traditional hollow core, open bottomed sphagnum domes they use for Neofinetia
falcata and this method would also suit most other Vanda types. Open bark mixes are also quite satisfactory and I
know some like Garrie and Trevor who use Peat and Perlite very successfully. Whatever you use, don’t insist on
jamming all the air roots into the pot when you repot. These are plants that have a natural curtain of dangling air roots
when they grow and they want it that way. Keep you eye on root health and replace the mix when it needs replacing.
Potting mediums do decay and change their nature and pH over time. Keep it reasonably fresh.
Congratulations again John, and please keep bring them in.
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