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Next Meeting : Monday, 9 December, 2019 (a week early)
Venue : The West Lindfield Community Hall, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
Don’t forget, this is Christmas party night, special arrangements apply : (more detail on page 2)
1. There is no Culture Class, or guest speaker. There is still a full benching of orchids, BUT, please note that

benching doesn’t start until 7pm and there will only be 30 minutes for benching.
2. Benching Cards must still be filled in, and done properly. If you can, fill them out at home or make yourself a list.
Even if you have to wait until you get there to add the benching class number, advance preparation with help you.
3. We want to see lovely orchids there, but to help us manage table space in the hall, and to help you with the effort,
we ask that you minimise the total number of plants you bench. Perhaps just a few of your best ones.
4. The formal meeting commences early at 7.30pm so you must complete all benching before 7.30pm.

The FOOD – The Party starts around 8pm and is buffet style, mostly finger food. The Society provides all the
savoury foods, and drinks, including some beer and wine, plates and cutlery, but we would appreciate members
bringing something sweet, to share for desserts. This is a light hearted night where we end the year in a social
environment with partners, friends, family, and representatives from guest speakers and our sister societies.
6. The main entertainment feature of the night is the traditional Monster Christmas Raffle. The Society supplies
two big Christmas hampers, and a few other prizes, but members are all asked to also donate one or two presents
as raffle prize. There are no rules about what your donation may be but please, no trick gifts or booby prizes. Make
it something nice, something desirable, a prize you would be really pleased to win yourself. I suggest that a minimum
value would be around $10-$15. Some examples might be an orchid, chocolates or other sweets, a bottle of wine, etc.
5.

Best of the Evening Hybrid – Vanda Roslyn’s Best ‘Brighton’ grown by Garrie and Lesley Bromley
Is there any end to Garrie and Lesley’s array of mind blowing Vandaceous orchids?
The colour on some of these tall growing monsters is just amazing. Blues, purples,
reds, pinks, greens. And just about every shade and combination you imagine. They
have to surely be the most colourful group of orchids. It’s a pity you need a heated
glasshouse to grow most of them properly in the Sydney area.
Roslyn’s Best was one of many champions created by the Xerri’s of Brighton
Orchids in Qld, who have since retired. The nursery sold many kinds of orchids but
they seemed to have a great love for the Vanda group and real flair for breeding
them. Roslyn’s Best was registered in 2004 as the cross between Ascocenda Fuch’s
Gold and Ascocenda Meda Arnold. Both are famous orchids in their own right.
Fuch’s Gold was registered in 1983 and has many awarded cultivars. Meda Arnold is
much older (1950) but has over 77 awards. It comes in a range of colours from blue
to pink to red and is still being used to make champions today.
Roslyn’s Best looks quite similar to one of the orange cultivars of parent Fuch’s Gold
but has slightly smaller flowers, and many other cultivars of Fuch’s Gold are yellow gold, as the name implies.
Finally, for those wondering how come both Roslyn’s parents were called Ascocendas and Roslyn’s isn’t. When the
cross was made, a separate genus called Ascocentrum existed (the Asco part of ‘Ascocenda’) which has since been
abolished. All Ascocentrum species, and their hybrids, are now Vandas. Hence Roslyns’s Best is now a Vanda.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Garrie and Lesley. Magnificent as usual.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
President Dennys’ Desk – It was so good to have 58 people at our last meeting, which was a happy bright affair with a
very enjoyable supper. Thank you to all who attended, with special thanks to the supper-bringers and preparers.
i. Benching competition - The benching competition re-starts on the night of our Christmas party so, don’t forget to
bring in your orchids. Last meeting, we had first benchings from some novices which was great to see. So, novice
members, if you have had that orchid for 6 months and it is flowering, bring it in.
ii. Christmas Party – Please wear your name badges. If you haven’t received yours yet it is because we do them in
batches. We can give you a temporary one for the party on the night so other folk can make them themselves
known to you. For further information see Jim’s recap on arrangements that follow in this bulletin.
iii. Donation – If you have any ideas about local organisations that benefit the wellbeing of others, who would also
benefit from a donation from KOS, please let Herb Schoch know or anyone on the committee as a fallback.
iv. *Our January meeting* – The repairs to the hall will take place over the holiday period & are scheduled for
completion by the end of January 2020. We will not know if our January meeting can proceed until closer to the
time. A notification will be sent to all members via email to confirm either way as soon as the council confirms if
the hall is available, or not, for our January meeting. Any members who are not on email & plan to attend the
January meeting please phone Dennys prior to the meeting to check the status of the hall.
New Members – We have had a number of new members joining recently and I am afraid we may failed to formally
welcome some of you to our club in the bulletin, as is our usual practice. Please forgive us, and overlook the following
unusually large welcome to you all.
Welcome to Sonja De Jong, Ros and Chris Bennett, Grace Yau, and Vanda Gould. And in addition a special welcome
back to Dave and Penny Floyd. David was a long standing member some time back who served on our committee and
even as President, bulletin editor, and goodness knows what else. It is great to see you back Dave and Penny.
I hope all our new members enjoy our meetings, learn about orchid growing, and make new friends. We know that it is
sometimes hard to do this when you don’t know many people already here and established but hopefully time will help
it happen. Please be patient with us, and we do have 4 experienced members (Pauline Onslow, Dora Law, Lina Huang
and Chris Wilson) assigned as hosts to help you understand our benching, and orchids, and who can help with what.
Please find one and ask for help when you need it. They will already be looking for you to show you around.
And, would all current members please go out of their way to introduce yourself to someone you don’t already know.
It gets easier once you have made yourself do it once or twice and it can be very rewarding.
----------Other Society News
1.
Let’s, recap the Arrangements for the 9th Dec Christmas meeting night :
(a) Mon Dec 9th is a week earlier than our normal meeting night to avoid family Christmas arrangements.
The meeting also commences early at 7.30 pm. Don’t be late.
(b) There is no culture class or guest speaker as the party itself and the Monster Christmas Raffle are the nights
entertainment.
(c) There is still a full benching of orchids as per any other month. BUT - benching cannot start until 7 pm so you
only have half an hour to get your orchids on the tables and your cards filled out. In addition, although we just
love to see all those beautiful orchids benched each month, hall space is always a little tight at Christmas because of
the party and the raffle so perhaps we must all cut back the quantity just a little and limit your benching to your best.
(d) Prepare Early - We don’t want you all stressed out before the party. Please plan your arrival early and leave
yourself enough time. And Please wear your name badge. You know why. We don’t know each other as well as we
might and it greatly aids social contact. Put your name tag in the car right now so you don’t forget, and wear it when
you get there.
(e) Formalities - There will be a brief “formal” part of the meeting from 7.30pm to announce the winners of the
benching point score competition from throughout the year and the handing out of associated prizes. It also allows the
judges time to judge the orchids benched on the night.
(f) The Monster Christmas Raffle is the main entertainment feature of the night. The Society supplies two big
Christmas hampers, and a few other prizes, but members are all asked to also donate a present or two (raffle prizes).
We suggest something worth around $10 - $15. We want lots of prizes so there is a chance for nearly everyone to go
home a winner. Donated prizes can be anything – for example: orchids, books, chocolates, exotic plants, wine. If you
want to donate plants or orchids but they are smaller or of lesser value, perhaps box a few together. Please - no tricks,
plastic plants, booby prizes or rubbish. Make it something you would be really pleased to win yourself.
(g) The Party food - The Society provides all the savoury foods, plenty of fruit punch and a limited range of softdrinks, beer and wine. If anyone wishes to offer some additional main course special treat we would be happy to
discuss it with you – please contact Dennys on 043 88 77 689 or by email.
2

Also, if you have special dietary requirements and need to bring food or drink specific to meet your own needs, then
by all means go ahead but be aware that kitchen space and facilities are very limited. No space for cooking.
(h) For dessert, the society supplies a number of dessert items, but as has been our tradition we also appreciate all
members bringing a small plate of some other special sweet delight to share for desserts so that we have a wonderful
array of variety. Even if we end up with left overs, we love to have that choice. After all, it is Christmas.
(i) The Society provides cutlery, plastic plates, cups, and utensils etc, and paper serviettes.

This is a light hearted night where we end the year in a social environment for all
members, partners, friends, family, guests and visitors. Let’s have a good time.
----------

Advance Diary Orchid Dates
9 Dec (Mon) – Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society meeting and Christmas Party. 7.30 pm start.
14 Dec (Sat) – Laelia purpurata show and auction day at Royale Orchids, 70 Brieses Rd, Peats Ridge.
This is a 1 day show with the nursery and sales area open from 9am to 4pm. Show benching is from 9am to 11am. If
you have a purpurata you would like to enter, bring it along. Judging starts at 11.30 am. The show will display a huge
array of all the different varieties of this wonderful species. Everybody is invited to attend and exhibit.
There will be a free sausage sizzle with Tea/Coffee during the day.
There is also an auction of rare and specially selected plants from the Royale nursery starting at 1pm. An auction
catalog has been widely distributed but if you missed out and want one, contact your editor Jim Brydie. At 3pm there
will be a lecture on Brazilian Laelia species of the Crispae section. Prizes will be announced at 4pm as the day closes.

Best of Evening Species – Dendrobium secundum grown by Peter and Jane D’Olier
This different looking species comes
from a wide range across SE Asia, all
the way to PNG and the Philippines.
It is a relatively low elevation orchid,
being found from sea level to about
700 metres so it is a warm grower in
our Sydney climate. The wonderful
tooth brush shaped inflorescence is
very distinctive and clearly identifies
the species.
As you might recall from past write
ups, the genus Dendrobium is very large and incorporates a mix of many very different looking species. The variable
mix of types and characteristics is a reflection of the age of the evolution of this particular tree of life and to an extent
signifies branches of the tree and the separate development of sets of characteristics along the branches. To help us
understand the ‘tree’, taxonomists give names to groups of more closely related species and these are called
“Sections”. These identify which species belong to which branches. They don’t always get it right of course. From
time to time a species is shifted between Sections or Sections are redefined, but by and large the Sections are a very
good way for us to understand the various groups of Dendrobiums with characteristics that make them more closely
related to each other than to other Dendrobiums.
For example, our famous ‘softcane’ Dendrobiums belong to Section Nobile, named after the single species (Den.
nobile) which is at the heart of that group and is behind nearly all the modern softcane hybrids we see today.
Secundum is a member of Section Pedilonum, named for certain common flower characteristics. eg; a long mentum (or
chin) held close to the pedicel and ovary – this is the pointy cup shaped bit at the bottom of the flower. However there are two
other closely related Sections to Pedilonum (perhaps twigs on the same evolutionary branch?) which are called Section
Calyptrochilus and Section Oxyglossum. Although I don’t want you to give that any further thought at this stage, I
needed to tell you because there is still debate over some species as to which group they really belong.
Anyway, secundum with its toothbrush sets of colourful 1.25 cm flowers, is quite distinctive and is one of only a few
in Pedilonum that you are likely to ever see outside specialist collections. It flowers in late spring to summer on the
previous years matured cane and is quite popular. The pink/purple flowers, like those on Jane and Peter’s, are the most
commonly seen but there are also paler pink flowered forms and also white forms. Pseudobulbs can vary dramatically
in length from plant to plant. Most seem to be only about 30-50cm tall. Some are even shorter, while others can get up
to more than 1 metre. The pseudobulbs are slightly swollen in the middle and taper down at each end.
As to growth habit, we almost always see this one benched as growing directly upright, but it is reported to more
commonly grow pendent to semi pendent. If you grow this one and have the space for a ‘pendent to semi pendent’
growth pattern, it might be worth a try. Sometimes orchids like this look more natural grown the way they really want.
Congratulations Peter and Jane. Lots of flowers and a well deserved BOE.
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Best of the Evening Novice – Sarcochilus ceciliae grown by John Chang
What a wonderful array of great orchids our Novice growers brought
in this year, and to close out the year this one is a beauty. And what a
novel and beautiful way to grow and present it.
Sarcochilus ceciliae is an Australian native orchid that occurs mostly
on rocks and cliff faces, in humid places, from about the upper
reaches of the Hastings river in NSW to the Atherton tablelands in
Qld. It is a small plant with relatively stiff leaves, that are v-shape in
cross section, greyish green, sometimes with reddish tones when it
occurs in sunnier locations. The three pictures below show typical
habitat situations. Flowering occurs between October and March.
This delightful species with its sprays of delicate, slightly cup shaped
1cm pale pink flowers is sought after by all who first see it. However,
it is one of those enigma species whose successful culture escapes
most of us. Like the beautiful little bright red Sophronitis coccinea
from Sth America, most who try to grow them fail miserably and they are dead within a year or two.

In our March 2017 bulletin I re-published a wonderful article on this species that was written by Alex Wild and Neil
Anderton that was first published in the Geelong ANOS bulletin. As well as some wonderful photos and an excellent
description of the species, the article gives some very open and honest discussion on its culture, concluding that it
might be best grown in scoria or pebbles in shallow containers. Other experts suggest growing it mounted, but it would
seem to me that successful growth on a mount depends to some extent on the climate in the area in which you are
trying to grow them. The hot dry summers here in Sydney might make it difficult unless you spray regularly.
In part of the summary of the ANOS article, on being asked what he might do to grow them better, Alex replies :


Grow them in a heated glasshouse to simulate mild & dry winters (not cold & wet) winters and warm & humid
summers (not hot & dry). ** Don’t forget Alex grows in southern Victoria
 Much more regular liquid feeding during the warm part of year.
 When re-potting, remove every bit of any old bark substrate not just most of it.
 Establish better control over chewing and sucking pests.
For me, the most important words of all were “mild & dry winters (not cold & wet), and warm & humid summers (not
hot & dry)”. These orchids are not native to more southerly or more northerly parts of Australia because they don’t
like it too cold - or too hot, nor do they like it too dry.
In our Sydney climate we fail on all three fronts. Winters are too cold, summers too hot, and it can get very dry.
Growing on a mount under those conditions is really stretching a friendship.
On the free access “Internet Orchid species Photo Encyclopedia” website, the description of Sarc. ceciliae tells us
more, but with the same consistent theme. “This is a miniature sized, cool to warm growing lithophyte [or occasional
epiphyte] occurring on rocks or cliff sides in shady rainforests with leaf litter or moss, or fairly open forests in exposed
conditions. .... keeps it's silver white roots above the media, and grows on vertical rock faces where it survives with occasional
rains.... it is a drier growing Sarcochilus.”

I have underlined the words ‘silver white roots above the media’ to highlight the importance of knowing that this
orchid hates its roots buried in moist medium.
In completely consistency with all the culture information above, John has his ceciliae growing in an oval, shallow
bonsai tray in a medium of just plain white 10-12mm river pebbles.
I hope John will forgive me for offering these personal interpretations of his display, but it looks to me like a lush
tropical island in a sea of white pebbles, while contrasting the lush ceciliae island, there is also a barren rock island in
the sea nearby - a single piece of stone that John positioned perfectly to balance the view.
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You may have noticed that in all the culture info above I haven’t offered my own ‘formula’ for success in growing
ceciliae. The reason for this is that I am still at the ‘trying to keep it alive’ stage. I have one small piece of ceciliae still
going after 10 years and that is something to be proud of, even if it is now half the size it was 5 years ago.
However, despite all my negatives and doom and gloom, many growers seem to succeed perfectly well with ceciliae,
so it can’t be all that difficult can it? I am probably just a slow learner with some orchids.
When I get around to yet another rescue attempt, and I will try, I think the principles summed up on the Internet Photo
Encyclopedia will be my foundation (along with John’s pebbles). i.e. high humidity, moderate light, good air
circulation and moderate waterings with a slight drying out period before repeating. Water and fertilize often while
growing in the spring and summer.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening John. Beautifully grown and delightfully presented.

Novices Corner – if any of you have a question to be explored, please contact me. (email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
Question – what is a keiki and what do I do with it?
Answer – Keiki is the Hawaiian word for baby. Use of the expression
in the orchid fraternity presumably arose from the propensity of
softcane Dendrobiums to grow offshoots along the stem in place of
flowers, especially if the plant is under stress. I am only guessing, but
the use of the term may even have only started as late as the 1960’s
when there was renewed worldwide interest in softcane Dendrobiums
through the work of Yamamoto Orchids on the group.
The correct technical term for offshoots such as those on a softcane is
‘an adventitious growth’, with the definition of adventitious meaning happening as a result of an external factor or chance rather than design
softcane keikis
or inherent nature.
Most plants have the ability to produce an adventitious growth. When you take a cutting of a plant in the garden and
pot it up, callus tissue (a mass of undifferentiated cells) forms at the bottom cut and these cells will hopefully
differentiate into roots and/or shoots (adventitious growths) to create a new plant. In addition, shoots may also arise
from buds in the dormant node tissue in the upper part of the cutting.
With epiphytic orchids, the ‘keikis’ from a softcane Dendrobium are the ones most commonly seen, but most orchid
epiphytes have the ability to produce a ‘keiki’ (baby plant), or at least adventitious roots, from either a dormant bud
somewhere on the pseudobulb or along the flower spike. In the case of the softcane Dendobium, the keiki comes from
the bud that was meant to produce a flower spike. Various hormonal changes can cause it to produce a growth instead.
With some other orchid types the keiki may arise from the top of a bare backbulb where the leaves would previously
have arisen (I have seen plants in the Lycaste group do this, and also some Oncidiums.
Phalaenopsis keiki from a
bud on a spent flower spike

keiki on a Sarcochilus ceciliae
spike after use of Keiki Grow

keiki forming on top of an
Oncidiinae hybrid backbulb

In the majority of cases, including the striking of a garden cutting, the adventitious growth is part of the plants defence
mechanism. It is a way to regenerate the plant when the plant’s normal growth process is disrupted or endangered.
However, knowing that plants have this capability enables growers to take advantage. You can take cuttings of garden
plants and you can artificially force some orchids to produce keikis. e.g.: - by cutting off the old stems of softcanes
and laying them horizontally on a shallow tray of sphagnum moss. Not every stem or node with a bud will shoot but
many will. There are also hormone products (Keiki Grow, Keiki Paste) that can be applied to increase the chance of
keiki production.
Pleione orchids, which are miniature epiphytes from the Himalayas and which have a small deciduous bulb like
growth, normally produce a new pseudobulb each year from a new growth at the base of the old bulb at the beginning
of the new season. However, they also frequently produce baby bulblets (bulbils) at the top of the bulbs the end of the
season, as the deciduous leaves begin to fall. The production of a bulbil is a similar mechanism to the production of a
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keiki. It is a mechanism used by a number of primitive plants to reproduce vegetatively in addition to reproducing by
seed and by tuber.
For example, one plant in the Arum family, Amorphophallus bulbifer is named
because it routinely produces bulbils at the top of its annual stem at the same place that
leaves or leaf branches occur. At the end of the season when the stem dies off, the
bulblet falls to the ground and will sit dormant until next season when it will
2 bulbils
(hopefully) sprout to become a new plant. Amorphophallus and other Arums have a
on top of
lily shape flower with a spathe (the pink part in the picture below) and a combined
Pleone
male/female sexual organ called a spadix, which in a primitive way is similar to the
bulb after
orchid’s combined sexual organ called the column.
leaves have
So what do you do with a keiki? Well because the keiki is a direct genetic copy of the dropped
mother plant, it is a very useful way to produce a division of a valuable plant to share
or to sell. However, starting to grow up a new plant from a keiki can be a slow
process. I have also found that if you separate the baby plant from the mother stem too
soon, the baby tends to sulk a little and be rather slow to establish itself as an
independent plant. I find it best to leave the keiki on the mother plant
until at least its second season when the keiki starts to make its own
new shoot and a second flush of roots from its new stem. This is the
best time to separate the baby from the mother and to pot it up in the
same medium you would use for a small plant of that type. In other
words, from that point on treat it as little plant of the mother plant.
A. bulbifer
You can separate some keikis quite easily from the main stem with
just a deft twist, but if you are having trouble separating them, use a razor knife to cut the
connection or you may cause damage to both.
Bulbils from a Pleione bulb are a special case. Leave them on the old bulb, or where they fall beside it, until you are
repotting at the start of the next season. Don’t pot them up or try to use them until they begin to produce a new shoot at
the start of the next growing season, and then, be careful to keep them just moist until they become established. I find
it best to lay them horizontal on shallow medium and wait until they root into that. (Jim Brydie)
-------- --------------

Shoplifting report – A woman "in her senior years" was arrested for shoplifting at a grocery store. She was
offended by being arrested and gave everyone a hard time, from the security guard, to the store manager, to the
arresting officer who took her away. She complained and criticized everything and everyone throughout the process.
When she appeared before the judge, he asked her what she had stolen from the store and the woman defiantly replied,
"Just a stupid can of peaches you stupid old fool.”
The judge then asked why she had done it. In her same disrespectful manner, she replied, "I was hungry and forgot to
bring any cash to the store”, and complained that this whole process she was being subjected to was a complete farce
over something so small.
The judge asks how many peaches were in the can? She replied in a nasty tone, "about nine, but why do you care
about that?" - The judge answered patiently, "Well, ma'am, because I'm going to give you nine days in jail -- one day
for each peach."
As the judge was about to drop his gavel, the lady's long-suffering husband raised his hand slowly and asked if he
might speak. The judge said, "Yes sir, what do you have to add?" The husband said meekly, "Your Honour, I would
like to point out that she also stole two cans of peas."

Definition :- ENGINEER (pronounced En-Juh-Near) : one who makes precision guesswork based on unreliable data
provided by those of questionable knowledge. (see also WIZARD, MAGICIAN)

Progressions in Science
I recently called an old engineering buddy of mine and asked him what he was up to these days.
He said he was working on aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminium, and steel in a constrained environment.
I was impressed until later it turned out that what he meant was that he was washing dishes, pans, and cutlery in hot
water in the sink under his wife’s supervision.

Wedding news
Two small boys were talking together at a wedding party when one asked the other : “How many wives can a man
have? The second boy answered with certainty - “Sixteen, - four better, four worse, four richer, four poorer.”
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