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Next Meeting : Monday, 21st October, 2019
Venue : The West Lindfield Community Hall, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
The hall is open from 6.30pm. Please try and get there early to help set up tables, chairs and lighting. Benching is
available shortly after 7pm but please be patient and wait until tables and benching class dividers are in place.
The Culture Class As there is a Member’s Auction this month there will be no culture class this month so that
members have opportunity to check out all the auction plants.
The main meeting commences at 8pm. After the formalities of the general meeting, the judging, and the tea break,
in place of our usual Guest Speaker spot, we will hold our Annual General Meeting to elect a committee for the
coming year, and following the AGM we have our annual Member’s Auction. Single memberships may sell two
plants in the auction, Family memberships may sell 3. The Society reserves the right to reject any orchid that its
officers believe to be in poor condition or otherwise unsuitable. Further details in the News section, item 2.
Supper volunteers this month are Janine Angove and Dom Tavernese. Thank you. We really appreciate your help.

Best of the Evening Hybrid – Paph Fanaticum - grown by Geoff and Jean Fulcher
It would appear that this orchid was first found growing wild in southern
China in mixed coniferous forest at medium elevations between 800 – 1400
metres. I would assume that it would have almost immediately been suspected
of being a natural hybrid between the previously identified tall green Paph.
malipoense and its close cousin the pink flowered but much shorter stemmed
Paph. micranthum, and this has subsequently proven to be the case.
The cross has been remade artificially many times since using different clones
of the two species. Over 90 awards are recorded, covering some 75 different
cultivars of Fanaticum. Interestingly, because it was first named from its
identification as a wild orchid, the orchid hybrid register lists the ‘originator’
of the cross (ie the person who first made the cross), and its ‘registrant’ (the
person who registered the name), as “hort” indicating that it was named and
registered as part of the taxonomic identification process.
For colour, many of the Fanaticums strongly favour the green malipoense but
a smaller number have much more of micranthum’s delightful pink. The big improvement however is that the flower
stem is more or less intermediate in height.
The delightful group of about 8 Paph species with the large balloon shape pouches is officially called Paphiopedilum
subgenus Parvisepalum. However, I never quite saw the sense in the group name Parvisepalum (small, or poor
sepals?) because the sepals look pretty ‘Paph’ average to me. Maybe I am missing what they meant. The obviously
distinctive feature is the unusual balloon like pouch lip which appears to be somewhere between the related European
and American genus Cypripedium and all the other Asian Paphiopedilums. But this is just a guess of course.
The whole group are found only in a relatively compact area of southern China and Vietnam. Each specie has a
different distribution area but most of these overlap one another in area. They are all quite charming and there are
some amazing hybrids between them and with other Paph species and hybrids. Most are cool growing here in Sydney
so they are well worth a place in your collection. Keep your eye out for a nice advanced seedling at one of the many
spring shows. Perhaps the big Sutherland show this month.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Geoff and Jean. It is a beauty.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. President Dennys’ Desk – I thank all KOS and B&DOS members who
helped Pauline Onslow, Cynthia Brydie, Clover Bradley, Jenny Richardson
and Lina Huang set up the display and run the sales table with Trevor Bailey
at the Westfield Hornsby Show. We only had 70 plants at 2.30 pm and were
worried and then members arrived with 50 more plants and we ended up with
a beautiful display.
We received great help from Westfield Hornsby to overcome a miscommunication issue about the “extra” day we needed to setup the display.
Westfield staff responded with grace and efficiency. On behalf of KOS and
our Berowra colleagues, I also thank Westfield Hornsby for their internal
advertising of the show and their generous donation of the gift cards for the two Westfield Choice Awards, both of
which went to Lesley and Garrie Bromley.
Peter’s
Congratulations are extended to Lesley and Garrie who
received the Grand Champion and Champion Species
Garrie & Lesley’s
(Vanda christensoniana), to Clover Bradley who was
awarded the Champion Australasian Native Species or
Hybrid (Den. Gracious Cascades), and to Peter Rochfort
Clover’s
with the Champion Hybrid (Cym Street Tango ‘Oh Ah’)
Jean Fulcher was our Show Marshal assisted by Clover
Bradley and it was “good fun” to watch them keep the
judges in order. It was also pleasing to see that all the
demonstrations went well, and I thank Kevin Crocker,
Trevor Onslow (also official photographer), Jim Brydie,
Chris Wilson and Bob Ellis for their specialist efforts. The
demonstrations are always worthwhile inclusions in the
show. We received many comments from folk who
appreciated the “community spirit” that they experienced.
The sparkle in the eye of the recipients of Chris’ potted
demo-give-aways was delightful.
We handed out 243 KOS brochures and with competition between Bob Taffel and Graeme Mohr, I judged that Bob
handed out more brochures than Graeme. Members kept plants coming in for the
sales table over the two days which was gratifying. I personally had great pleasure
in selling my first ever two plants at any sales table and now I am planning for a
future in sales.
There were no Novice entries this year and if only one Novice had entered one
plant then they would have won the Champion Novice prize of $25. So, next year
Novices should be prepared.
Master Classes: The Master Class on the re-potting of Phalaenopsis conducted by
Jim Brydie after supper at the last meeting was appreciated by many members. There are other practical topics which
can be handled in the same way and we will endeavour to schedule more practical Master Classes in the future.
Supper table crowding and background noise reminders: With our culture classes having to be held in the main
room, the background noise can be a problem as is the crowding at the supper table. So, if you need to have a chat,
which is ok, please do it in the foyer until we get access back to the small room. It appears that the council has
programmed the repair work over the Christmas break.
AGM is pending – Our AGM will be held at our next meeting. The minutes of the last AGM were distributed on the
1st October 2019 and they will also accompany this bulletin. If you would like to nominate for the any of the executive
positions, including the President or, as a committee member please contact Jenny Richardson or me via the KOS
email address (see page 1) soon.
2. How this month’s Members’ Auction works - Lina Huang and Janine Angove will be managing the booking-in
process in the foyer. If you are selling, you need to fill out a standard benching card which will be given an auction
item number. These cards will be provided on the night. The plant owner’s details will then be entered onto a register
sheet. Each plant must be labelled with the auction item number that Lina and Janine will assign (the auction benching
card will remain with the plant). The society reserves the right to reject any plants that it believes are suffering from
pest or diseases, or are not well established or otherwise not in good condition.
Sellers should please also note that plant grooming and appearance do make a difference. Clean and stake your
orchids before you bring them in, and, try to select orchids to sell that you think will be of interest to buyers.
Setting a price - If you want to set a reserve price, you should separately label the plant with a yellow tag to that
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effect, and also note the reserve on the auction benching card.
The Money - The society takes a 10% commission on all sales. Buyers must pay with cash before they go home.
Sellers are usually paid the following month due to the workload on those running the paperwork during the auction.
3. Thank you Geoff – Last meeting Geoff Le Marne very kindly brought in backbulbs from his wonderful Cymbidium
collection. They were handed out free on the sales table with instructions from Geoff on how to grow them. Thank you
so much Geoff. They were greatly appreciated.
4. Welcome to our New Members – Adrienne McLean and Judith Dicker joined our society family last month. We all
welcome you and hope you enjoy our meetings and make many friendships. I am sure our official club hosts will be
showing our new members around but I ask all our members to go out of their way to say hello and help them settle in.
5. Benching terms and conditions – When you first join the society you receive a bunch of stuff including a set of the
‘Benching Guidelines’ which set out the list of classes for our annual pointscore competition and the rules and
procedures that apply to benching at our monthly meetings. I have been asked to remind you that you must have
owned and grown an orchid for 6 months before you can bench it at one of our meetings. Just a simple condition to
stop someone buying an orchid from a nursery etc and immediately benching it at a meeting. Which would obviously
be unfair. If you have lost your “benching rules, just ask a committee member and we will send you another copy.
6. Sad News on two fronts – We have just been informed that one of our older members, Hiroe Cropp, has just passed
away. Funeral details are not yet known but will be provided to members once available.
Hiroe was an active member for many years and was an excellent grower of orchids and a great cook. She is the first
person I ever met who excelled at growing those magnificent Miltoniopsis orchids and would regularly bring in pots
carrying twenty or more flowers for the rest of us to wonder over. But even more legendary were her special cakes at
our Christmas party each year.
Like most of us older members, her body was wearing out in later years. It has been some time since she managed to
attend a meeting but I for one will always remember her for her grace and kindness. She never had a bad word for
anyone. Farewell Hiroe. You left us a model to follow.
……. ….. ………….
Almost at the same time, we learned of the passing of Murray Corrigan - a legend of orchid growing in NSW. I don’t
know if Murray was ever a Ku-Ring-Gai member, as North Shore society was his main home base, but he was well
known and a friend to all who met him from all societies. He was an enormously knowledgeable man, and not just on
orchids of all kinds. In particular, he had a very keen interest in our native Australian orchids, and Den. kingianum
“Corrigan’s Red” was named for him many years ago. It is still a most sought after cultivar today.
Murray had a stroke a couple of years back that made it impossible for him to care for his collection properly so they
were auctioned off on his behalf by a group of good friends. Hopefully they are still flourishing today and will be a
focus for remembering Murray whenever they flower. A good man we will greatly miss and remember for all the help
he gave others in his time.

Advance Diary Orchid Dates
20 Oct (Sat.) - Barita Orchids ‘Sarcday’, nursery open day, display open 9am, sales 10am to 2pm - Sarcochilus,
Vanda, Epidendrum, Cymbidium on sale. 121 Barnes Rd Kulnura, NSW. BBQ rolls and cold drinks available
26 Oct (Saturday) – The Species Orchid Society show and public auction day. Held at West Pennant Hills Community
Church, 43 Eaton Rd, West Pennant Hills. auction starts 10.15am. Email catalogs available at jimbrydie@bigpond.com
14 Dec (Sat) – Laelia purpurata show and auction day at Royale Orchids, Brieses Rd, Peats Ridge

Novices Corner – This is a new feature we are going to include in the bulletin each month to discuss and hopefully
answer some of those questions that often arise from newer members. I have been provided with a good starting list of
questions but if any of you have something you would like explained, please contact me. (email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
Question 1 – How do raffles work?
Answer - Raffles are generally held at every meeting of our Society to help defray costs as well as provide an
opportunity for members to acquire quality plants. There are two types of raffles. The first is the ‘Lucky Exhibitor’s’
which has plants and ‘$5 sales table vouchers’ as prizes. All members who bench a plant that night are eligible to enter
the Lucky Exhibitor’s raffle by entering their name on the register sheet on the front desk before the meeting starts.
This raffle is drawn before supper. Both single and family memberships are entitled to only one entry. The second
raffle is drawn as the last event of the evening and tickets should be purchased before supper ends. If unsure who to
buy the tickets off, just ask. Plants are offered as prizes along with products donated by sponsors. The Christmas
raffle is a special event, details of which will follow in the December bulletin.
Question 2 - the roots are growing outside the pot - should I cut them all off - it looks messy
Answer – “NOOOooooooo...”. Was that perhaps a bit over emphatic? I’ll try and explain.
Almost all the orchids we grow, all those pretty ones we see benched at meetings and shows, are epiphytes. It is in the
nature of an epiphyte that our answer lies. Wikipedia gives a definition of an epiphyte as : “an organism that grows on
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the surface of a plant and derives its moisture and nutrients from the air, rain, water, or from debris accumulating
around it.” To be thorough however, that description should expand to include more than just trees as hosts. We know
for example that many orchids also grow on rock surfaces, and will adapt to other manmade structures if we try them.
Orchids are not the only epiphytic plants. Hoyas, ferns, and many plants have also adapted to an epiphytic lifestyle
because being an epiphyte has some advantages. By growing up off the ground where few others can grow, they get
much better light than they would experience on the forest floor, they are out of the reach of most grazing plant
feeders, and at the same time they are more easily found and accessed by their pollinators. However, epiphytes must
also endure some negatives. The most obvious one – water – is what I want to explore here. Epiphytes never have
consistent access to water.
Plants that grow in the ground create highly branched root systems that end in finer and finer capillary roots capable of
drawing water and soluble minerals from the soil in which they grow. Larger plants like trees often have massive and
very deep root systems that can access more consistent moisture and nutrients from deeper in the soil profile.
Epiphytes like orchids on the other hand, must tolerate alternately very wet periods and completely dry periods. Their
roots do also branch, but in a much less complex branching fashion and also generally only have roots of one diameter.
Different orchid species and genera will have quite different diameter roots but within a single plant roots are all pretty
much the same size. To grow in the air, epiphyte roots have had to develop other special adaptions which make
epiphyte roots operate differently to ground plant roots.
Have you ever wondered why dry orchid roots look white (or at least greyish silvery
white) except for the green growing tip? It is because the roots of epiphytes are
physically different to those of non epiphytes. They have evolved to operate in air.
As the root grows, the outer layers of cells behind the growing tip, die to create an
insulating sponge like surface that appears white when it is dry. This layer of empty
cells is called velamen. It can be from 1 to 8 cells thick, depending on the orchid.
Velamen has two main purposes. First, when dry, the empty cells protect the living
cells beneath from excessive evaporation. Secondly, when water is available, the empty cells quickly fill with water
like a reservoir from which the water can then be transported to the living cells in the rest of the orchid. The velamen
is so absorbent that it will even take up moisture from clouds and mist. When saturated, velamen appears to go mostly
green, which is actually a reflection of the chlorophyll in the living cells under the water filled outer cells. The few
patches on the root that seem to always stay white are specific air pathways that help the roots breathe when saturated.
The epiphytic orchid lifestyle is one of continuous alternate cycles of wet and dry. When it rains they get soaked.
When the rain stops the roots quickly dry off again, at least on the outside anyway. Orchid roots have evolved to live
in this airy environment where they can breath but grab water when they can. If they stay wet too long, which can
easily happen when grown in a pot, they rot. Over watering kills more orchids than any other single failure in culture.
When an orchid makes roots in nature, they go off searching in all directions for sources of water, or food, or an
anchor point to help hold the orchid to its host surface. They do not make special roots for each purpose. Each root
will adapt to whatever function best suits as it finds it but once mature they don’t change. Air roots are air roots.
When we grow epiphytes in a pot, we hope that all the roots will find a happy home inside the pot but it is entirely
natural for an orchid to end up with some roots dangling out in the air. When the pot is saturated, the ‘air roots’ help
supply the plant with air that the ‘pot roots’ cant supply. In fact, potted orchids will sometimes deliberately make a
whole batch of air roots when there is something wrong in the pot environment.
Please don’t cut off the air roots, the orchid wants them just where it put them. And besides, if the pot roots ‘ain’t doin
so good’ as you might say, those air roots are all that’s left. They have a purpose. Get used to them.
Question 2. my poor orchid is really crammed into the pot - should I put it in a nice big pot to give it lots of
room to grow. Answer – Hmmm. I want to say an unequivocal no, but lets talk for a moment about why.
The problem is that terms like “big” and “crammed” are relative. It is just possible that the person asking really does
have an orchid that has outgrown its pot but I must say that 9 out of 10 time I have been asked this question, that is not
the case. Orchids like to be slightly underpotted and the plants I am usually asked about are perfectly potted for their
size and development. They just look a bit “crammed” to an inexperienced grower.
The question doesn’t sound like we are being asked about repotting from say a 10 cm diameter pot to a 15 cm pot.
When they say “a nice big pot to give it lots of room to grow”, it sound more like a plan to move from 10 cm to 30 cm.
The reason you shouldn’t “overpot” an orchid is related to the nature of epiphytic orchid roots as explained in the first
question. They can can’t soak up water in a pot as quickly and efficiently as a woody garden plant can.
The size of pot that you need to put them in is most correctly judged by the size of the existing root system. Put the
orchid into a pot that will give the existing root system no more than 50% more space to fill, perhaps even less.
The general guideline is “the smallest pot practical for the size of the orchid”. If you are growing it well and repotting
regularly (say every 2 years) then just increase one pot size at a time when you repot. Pot more often if needed.
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A standard 10 cm pot is also usually also 10 cm deep. The volume of this pot is 157 cubic cm. A 20 cm pot is usually
also deeper but even a 20 cm squat pot is around 15 cm deep so its volume is 3 times the volume of the 10 cm pot. A
25 cm x 20 cm pot has 6 times the volume of our standard 10 cm pot.
So, if for example you were to repot your “crammed” 10 cm pot orchid into even a 25 cm pot, to give it “lots of room
to grow”, there will be 6 times more medium volume in the new pot. Even considering the new roots you hope will
start to grow, that is way too much medium with no roots in it that will stay wet and soggy way too long. It is very
likely that the rots will drown in that too wet environment and begin to rot off.
SO, the answer is almost certainly NO but with a caveat that it depends somewhat on what the orchid is and what
condition it is in, and the skills of the grower. If your aim is to create a large specimen plant in a 300 mm pot, then
please do it one step up at a time. Make the roots to fill each new pot before you put it such a big pot.

Best of the Evening Species – Vanda christensoniana grown by Garrie and Lesley Bromley
Wow, have you ever seen a more delightful
colour? The flowers on this species may be a little
small but you couldn’t walk by and miss them.
This lovely species was first identified as an
Ascocentrum so its species name ended in ‘ium’ to
match the genus name ending, but recently
Ascocentrum and a whole lot of other monopodial
genera were shifted into the much bigger Vanda
genus. Thus its name is now V. christensoniana.
The habitat description in Orchidwiz (quoted from
Charles Baker’s Culture sheet) tells us a lot about
what the orchid would expect from you. :- “This
recently discovered orchid was found in southern Vietnam about 20 km northwest of Phan Rang. Plants were growing in a
fairly narrow valley along a river between two nearby mountain ridges. This region, which is only 100-150 m above sea level, is
dry, dusty, and overgrown with thin, bushy, semideciduous, monsoon forest. Mr Baker goes on to

tell us that christensoniana grows to only about 40 cm tall but I think the Bromley’s plant
already exceeds this. Just shows what good orchid culture can do.
Its stiff, narrow leaves are typical of plants that have evolved in an environment that is
relatively dry and subject to lengthy dry periods. The leaves are apparently green if grown in
shade but become intense burgundy red if the plant grows in full sun. The ability of a plant to
produce deep red leaves in bright conditions or full sun is typical of plants that are frequently
subjected to such bright conditions. The red pigments stop the leaves from burning.
The 15 cm inflorescence carries many closely packed violet blue 15-20 mm flowers. As you
can see in the close ups above, the flower head is quite beautiful.
The whole of plant picture at the right is not Bromley’s because our picture was taken with a dark background, which
normally gives the best result, but their plant was so dark it nearly disappeared into the backdrop. This picture is
borrowed from the internet to show more greenish leaves even though they are still dark.
Christensoniana has been readily available as seedlings from specialist species orchid nurseries like Orchidspeciesplus
and Darkstar and may still be available. Most growers are finding it quite amenable to culture in a warm glasshouse so
I suspect we will see it benched regularly in the future and it will be interesting to see the difference in cultivars that
emerges and to see if anyone can flower it with green leaves.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Garrie and Lesley. Fantastically grown.

Best of Evening Novice – Dendrochilum niveum grown by Carol Blackwell
Dendrochilums (official abbreviation Dchlm.) are a lovely group of Asian
orchids whose form and growth pattern is pretty much consistent. They
range from small to medium size plants with tightly clustered pseudobulbs
and smallish flowers, but lots of them.
Dendrochilum species have a simple inflorescence (ie no branches) with the
bare lower part of the flowering stem (the peduncle) longer than the
flowering part. The inflorescence usually starts upright but may arch out and
down or have at least the flowering part fully pendent. The flowers can be
anywhere from ‘tiny’ at 1 or 2 mm in some species, up to 10 or 12 mm in
most.
The flowers themselves have very short stems and are arranged alternately
(ie left then right) along the flower stalk but in what looks to us like perfect parallel rows on either side. Many are
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white like Dendrochilum niveum but other species can be green, cream, yellow, red or orange. The pictures below
show just how attractive some of them can be and many growers have assembled amazing collections from among the
more than 240 different species.
Dchlm niveum comes from the Philippines on mossy tree trunks at elevations around 1000 meters. It is a relatively
small plant to about 20-25 cm tall at the leaf tips. As you can see in the picture it grows as a VERY tight cluster. The
inflorescence is about 20 cm in all and carries about 30 pleasantly sweet smelling flowers. Many reference sources
quote the flower size as 5 mm diameter but I believe that is an error as each petal is at least 5 mm long by itself, the
sepals are 6 mm long, and the flowers open quite widely. I estimate that they are around 1 cm across.
Despite its native habitats in the tropics and only in the vicinity of 1000m elevation, niveum seems to grow quite
happily in mildly cold backyards in Sydney. It seems to tolerate lows of perhaps 1 or 2°C provided there is no frost.
Dendrochilum species are epiphytes. Geographically they can be found mainly in a sort of a broad, west to south to
east arc, from Myanmar and Thailand in the east, down through Malaya, the Andamon and Nicobar island chain to
Indonesia, east through Borneo and PNG and up to the Philippines, and then on as far north as Taiwan. Some say the
centre of distribution of the genus is the island of Sumatra in Indonesia but Jim Cootes says it is the Philippines.
Although they are all epiphytes, they occur in a relatively broad range of habitats. Some wet, some much dryer, some
bright light, some shady, so it is difficult to give a set of common culture recommendations. However, most seem to be
quite happy in pine bark mixes and a shadehouse under 50% shade. My choice for a basic bark mix would be 5 parts
medium bark (9-12 mm), 4 parts 6-9 mm bark, and 1 part crumbled soft styrene foam.
If you would like to try and grow a few of these delightful species there are many that seem to be quite readily
available at society sales and orchid nurseries. Of those, the ones I suggest you keep an eye out for are pictured below.
Do you recall that I mentioned earlier that some Dchlms have tiny flowers at just 1 or 2 mm across? You may have
thought when you read it that you would never bother with those, but in fact some of these tiny flowered species are
just amazing. As a plant, Dchlm tennelum looks like a ball of fine grass and it can
reach quite a substantial size due to Dendrochilum’s tightly clustered growth. The
Dchlm. tenellum here is being held by its grower – David Banks, one of Sydney’s
favourite and most expert orchid people (hmmmm, maybe it is about time to get
Dave back to do another talk for us). Young tennelums aren’t that spectacular but
when a large plant bursts into flower – wow. Every one of those hundreds of
flower heads (all the white bits on David’s plant) are comprised of chains of
perfectly shaped little orchid flowers. I have never met anyone who wasn’t amazed
when they are shown with a magnifying glass. The close up picture here isn’t from
Dave’s plant but is one of Garrie’s pictures I have borrowed from Orchidwiz to
show how delightful the individual flowers can be.
Perhaps the hardiest and easiest Dendrochilum to flower
would be cobbianum. It has quite large flowers for the
genus at about 12 mm. Most cultivars are creamy white
with a yellow lip, but there are also greens and yellows. It
can grow into quite a large cluster and it is not uncommon
to see plants benched with 50 or more inflorescences.
Dchlm wenzelli and Dchlm javieriense are two of the
most highly coloured species and have flower heads that
Dchlm cobbianum
wenzellii
javieriense
look like long heads of wheat, except that wenzellii is
yuccifolium
usually bright red and javieriense is bright yellow.
But you don’t have to have startling colour to be beautiful.
There are also many breathtaking whites, like the feathery
glumaceum and the stiff leaved yuccifolium, both of
which are easy to grow, and in some species it is the
nature of the infloresence that is the eye catcher. Many
glumaceum
Dendrochilums have at least a mildly spiral inflorescence but there are
two strongly spiral species that especially appeal to me.
Convallariaeforme comes in all shades of orange but the best ones have
convallariiforme
long spiral tresses of reddish orange flowers. It would have to be my
favourite, but despite many experiments I find it hard to flower to its
potential. Garrie grows his beautifully so I will just have to get more
instructions.
The other species of amazing spiral form is Dendrochilum cootesii. Some
cootesii
are less spiral than others and colour varies significantly from one cultivar
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to another, but the majority I have seen personally have been in shades of yellow. It is so popular that it is a little
harder to come by, but there are many different cultivars in collections around Sydney. You can see from the picture
above why it is so sought after. The flower shape is totally unique among Dendrochilums.
Although that is only a small number of the more than 240 species, I will stop there and hope that we might convince
David to trek over to talk to us. He can tell you much more about them than I, and could point out more to look for. In
the meantime perhaps you might do some of your own research with the help of Dr. Google?
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Carol. I hope you have plenty more in the future.

Local News - 1. Did you Know? - That our
native greenhood orchids are frequently found
growing in lawns? Maybe not. And if you mow
your lawns to a regimental schedule you may never
see them even if they are there.
The picture on the right was provided by Graeme
Mohr and shows a nice little group of them in his
front lawn at Turramurra. It is hard to be certain,
but my guess is that they are Pterostylis curta which
is quite common around Sydney. (see 2nd picture
off the internet for comparison) Curta is quite easily grown in pots, once you are shown the methods for Pterostylis pot
culture. Perhaps you had better check your grass before you mow it next time.
2. Keep an eye out for stolen goods - A member has reported some valuable items stolen from her backyard. We are
all asked to keep an eye out in case they show up in their area.
The first item taken was a miniature orchid mounted on cork. It was not in a shadehouse or other
structure at the time but was hanging in a shady area of a secure backyard. It was just there one
day and not the next. Curiously, the next item stolen was one of those knee pads that gardeners
use to protect their joints while gardening. It was also hanging up, but nearer the house.
We are not sure whether the culprit is an orchid fancying thief with bad knees, or perhaps that
infamous, well known, and mischievous villain known as a juvenile magpie.
Coincidentally, at our Westfield show set up, a different member
example of a
was complaining to me about a juvenile magpie pulling out all the
juvenile magpie
labels of a batch of recently repotted Cymbidiums. Most of the labels were left scattered
all over a wide area near the now label-less pots, but two labels had been carried off as
toys or souvenirs. In this case the culprit was actually observed ‘doing the deed’ by a
member of her family who thought it was amusing. (Obviously a non-orchid grower
because an orchid grower would have been horrified)
Magpie nesting time is June to December and breeding birds are very protective of their
territory in that time. For some reason they do not recognise the rights of humans to go
about their relevant business in the same territory, and may swoop on anyone they see in
the area that they perceive as a potential nest threat. We need to appoint an Ambassador.
It only takes about 20 days for magpie eggs to hatch, then the young spend another 4 weeks in the nest before they
fledge. Once they can fly they usually stay with the parents for a while and will walk around with them on the ground
while mum and dad hunt for worms and insects. They are fed by the parents while they are ‘learning the ropes’.
Mature magpies are all black with some white markings, but in different patterns for males and females. The juveniles
have some black and white but the bulk of the body is usually a greyish speckled look with the pattern varying from
one individual to the next. Young birds stay with the parents' for a while but eventually leave to form loose flocks of
young birds, feeding and roosting together as they further mature. (sort of like a live in college or university although
they don’t booze and party and attend protests)
Sept. and Oct. in particular is the time you will see many juvenile magpies wandering around on the ground with their
mums and dads, feeding and exploring their environments. Like all children, they are curious and playful. Keep an eye
out for your labels, knee pads, and anything else that might look interesting to a magpie. And especially pack up and
put away any blue items in case there are bower birds in your area. Bower birds love blue things and often steal them.

Gods Will – God saw that most seniors never got enough exercise so in his wisdom he decreed that they become
forgetful so they would have to search for their glasses and keys and other things, thus doing more walking. But God
saw that even this was not quite enough so in his wisdom he made seniors lose a little coordination so they would also
drop things, requiring them to bend, reach & stretch.
So, if you find, that these things are happening to you more and more, and you mutter under your breath, be thankful
because it is all in your own best interest. And those who see us forgetting and dropping, remember it’s God’s will.
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Update on Deflasked Seedlings

by Chris Wilson

After deflasking the seedlings at the August meeting, I placed the community pots in a polystyrene foam box and sat
the box on left over pavers to elevate it off the ground. The box was positioned under the eaves of the house to protect
it from rain and to ensure that it got no direct sunlight. Plastic fly plastic screen material was used to stop pests getting
in and to support a tea towel over the plants, which was to be used to maintain a humid environment.
Baby plants in a bottle commence life in a sterile, 100% relative humidity environment so the initial objective is to
maintain sterility as best we can but to very gradually expose the plants to more natural conditions.
To maintain sterility, the polystyrene box was
washed with boiling water, and all water used to
picture taken 1 Oct, about
moisten the plants and their environment was boiled
6 weeks after deflasking
and then cooled before use. Also, the box is kept
away from other plants to avoid contamination from
the many pathogens present among normal plants.
This picture was taken about six weeks after
deflasking. As you can see there has already been
some attrition which is normal. When planting, the
tufts were not excessively broken up because it
would have caused more losses and I find better
survival if I divide well established compots much
later. The medium in the pots has not been changed.
The tea towel cover was kept moist to maintain humidity, especially during the first three days which were windy so I
needed to spray 4 or 5 times a day. I also sprayed inside the box and around the plants. After that initial period
spraying was reduced to once in the morning and once in the late afternoon for another 2 days and then reduced further
to just once in the morning unless it was a warm day when they might get sprayed twice.
After 4 days I began the hardening up process by removing the tea towel for an hour in the middle of the day at first
then increasing the off period gradually to 3 hours, until after 7 days the tea towel was removed altogether (although
that first fully uncovered day did happen to be overcast and drizzly). That same day I sprayed the plants with a very
weak Aquasol fertiliser solution (1/10th spoonful per 500 ml water) at midday. A week later I sprayed with a weak
Epsom salts solution (1/10th spoonful per 500 ml water). Two weeks later again they were misted in the afternoon with
a sugar solution (1/10 spoonful in 500 ml).
Soon I will take the first pot out of the box (the strongest and most progressive) and it will be hung in the heavy shade
of a bush. I will wait a few days and check on its progress before the next is moved. I expect they will receive weak
fertiliser solutions at least fortnightly. If all goes to plan the plants will stay in these same pots for 3 to 4 years.

Irish Ghost Story - This story happened a while ago in Dublin, and even though it sounds like an Alfred Hitchcock
tale, it's true. - John Bradford, a Dublin University student, was on the side of the road hitch-hiking on a very dark
night and in the midst of a big storm. The night was rolling on and no car went by.
The storm was so strong he could hardly see a few feet ahead of him. Suddenly, he saw a car slowly coming towards
him and stopped. John, desperate for shelter and without thinking about it, got into the car and closed the door ... only
to realize there was nobody behind the wheel and the engine wasn't running.
The car started moving slowly. John looked at the road ahead and saw a curve approaching. Scared, he started to pray,
begging for his life. Then, just before the car hit the curve, a hand appeared out of nowhere through the window, and
turned the wheel. John, paralyzed with terror, watched as the hand came through the window, but never touched or
harmed him. Shortly thereafter, John saw the lights of a pub appear down the road, so, gathering strength, he jumped
out of the car and ran to it... Wet and out of breath, he rushed inside and started telling everybody about the horrible
and eerie experience he had just had.
A silence enveloped the pub when everybody realized he was crying ... and wasn't drunk.
Suddenly, the door opened, and two other people walked in from the dark and stormy night. They, like John, were also
soaked and out of breath. Looking around, and seeing John Bradford sobbing at the bar, one said to the other...
“Look Paddy ... there's that bloody idiot that got in the car while we was pushing it! Didn’t even offer to help.
Blonde Office Worker - A company was doing a password audit check and found that one of its female employees
had a password of mickeyminniehueydeweylouiedonaldgoofysacramento. When asked why she had such a long
password, she rolled her eyes and said “Well hello, it has to have 8 characters and include one Capital.”
(my apologies to all blondes. I am sure you know we don’t really mean it)

One Liners –
It’s curious that England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? -------- (A thesaurus).
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