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Next Meeting : Monday, 18 October, 2019
Venue : The West Lindfield Community Hall, corner of Bradfield Rd and Moore Avenue, West Lindfield.
The hall is open from 6.30pm. Please try and get there early to help set up tables, chairs and lighting. Benching is
available shortly after 7pm but please be patient and wait until tables and benching class dividers are in place.
The Culture Class starts at 7.15pm and the set up is still temporarily at the back of the main hall. This month Jenny
Richardson will take the class and provide a basic demonstration of potting a Brassia verrucosa, a lovely and
hardy orchid with big spidery green and white flowers. Now who doesn’t want to know how to pot such a desirable
species? Jenny is a ‘relatively’ new grower but as keen as mustard and already an accomplished and knowledgeable
grower. It is great to see newer members with new insights passing on what they have found. Thank you Jenny.
The main meeting commences at 8pm. After the formalities of the general meeting, the judging, and the tea break,
Guest Speaker the month will be Dennys and Janine Angove telling us about their recent “Orchid Adventure in
Iceland”. Now that should be interesting. I guess Iceland probably doesn’t have Dendrobiums and Phalaenopsis
growing on its trees so what sort of orchids does it have I wonder? Come along and find out.
Supper volunteers this month are John Chang and Di Flinders. Thank you helping, we all appreciate it.

Best of the Evening Hybrid – Coelogyne flaccida - grown by Carol Blackwell
The problem this species has is that it is so easy to grow it has become
common place in Sydney collections and no longer has the pizzazz that
growers seek in choosing what they will grow. A pity really, because when a
well grown specimen like Carol’s is brought along, we see what a delightful
display it always makes with just a little care.
There are about 190 different species of Coelogyne. They are found from
India in the east across most of SE Asia, and into the Pacific as far as Fiji.
Some species come from the hot lowlands while others are from the cooler
mountain areas so not all can be grown without a glasshouse in Sydney. The
vast majority have white flowers which presumably aids their pollination by
night flying insects.
C. flaccida is an epiphyte from the rain forests of northern India, Myanmar,
Laos, and southern China and occurs at elevations of 900 to 2000 meters. The
flowers are usually white with a bit of yellow and brownish orange in the lip,
but there are some rarer varieties where the flower colour is much more cream
or even pale yellow. The lower picture is a nice example but all are attractive.
This is a great orchid for Sydney growers. It likes reasonable shade, regular water and feeding in the growing season,
with a slightly dryer time in winter. The pseudobulbs grow quite crowded together as you can
see in Carol’s plant, and when happy will quickly grows into a large pot full.
The pendent flowers spikes are only about 25cm long but carry from 5 to 10 flowers, each
about 4 or 5 cm diameter. Even on a small plant the effect is very pleasing but if you have the
patience to grow it on to larger specimen, it is a real eye catcher. They are probably best left a
few years between repotting but no orchid can be left too long so take care and watch for any
signs of stress.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Carol. A lovely big pot full and heaps of flowers.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
1. President Dennys’ Desk – The new administrative KOS year has started, and I thank those members who have
continued on as committee members. That said, I personally thank Graeme Mohr who has served on the committee for
many years in fine style. His Norwegian cheese, committee supper offerings will be sorely missed.
i. Disposition of funds – At our recent AGM, it was suggested that the committee consider how the society’s assets
could be used to further benefit the members of the society. This suggestion has been taken up as a committee
project and discussions have already started and planning is in progress. The committee will undertake to inform
members of the outcome of deliberations in the near future. However, members should bear in mind that fiscal
responsibility is still regarded as a high priority, especially when planning for lean times.
ii. Christmas Party – Just a reminder that the Christmas Party this year will be held on the 9th December. More
information follows in this bulletin.
iii. New Member – Members, please welcome Helen Williams to our society and make yourselves known to Helen
and assist her as needed.
iv. Supper Offerings – Please be reminded that our suppers are provided by you, the members. The more members
who contribute, the more enjoyable the supper break becomes. Also, remember that crowding around the supper
table can be problematic so I suggest, get a cuppa and have a walk around the benches.
----------2. Last Month’s AGM – Following our AGM last month, we were all pleased to see last year’s wonderful committee
re-elected, apart from Graeme Mohr who decided to stand down from committee but is staying on as a member.
Congratulations to all our re-elected committee and a huge thank you to Graeme who has served the society in an
uncountable number of roles for many years. If a job needed to be done, Graeme was there to put his hand up to help.
We could do with another ten ‘Graemes’ if any of you have some ‘can do’ to offer. Thank you for all your
contributions on committee Graeme. You were and are greatly appreciated by all. Amongst all the good help and
advice, you gave me personally, I don’t know if I would ever have got to try that delicious Korean BBQ if it weren’t
for you. See you at the next meeting mate.
3. Christmas Meeting and party – As Dennys mentioned earlier, the next meeting (and our Christmas party) are
earlier in the month than our usual meeting night. Make sure you put Monday 9th Dec in your diaries.
There will be no guest speaker on that night because the main feature events are the party, the announcement of
pointscore competition results and prizes, and the monster Christmas raffle. More details next month.
4. Library News – The October-November 2019 issue for the Australian Orchid Review is just in to the library. Once
again there is an emphasis on articles on cymbidiums with images of cymbidiums depicted on front and back covers.
The first article by Scott Barrie describes plants bred at Barrita Orchids, the second shorter article describes the mini
cymbidium that won grand champion at the 2019 National Orchid Extravaganza. Also featured is an article on the
Odontoglossum alliance by Andy Easton ( who uses the "old" names ). Other articles cover a new Coelogyne hybrid
and newly classified native terrestrials.
The Oct - Dec 2019 issue of the Orchid Digest has also arrived. Whilst there is some coverage of two newly
discovered orchid species and some orchid themed events it is basically devoted to Phalaenopsis. It takes a broader
definition of the genus including various genera such as Doritis, Kingidium, Sedirea etc now classed as Phalaenopsis
and gives a breakdown of 74 species, giving information on subgenus, section and a detailed description on each
species including where it is found. There are also articles covering pollination, the speciosa-tetraspis complex and
growing specimen plants of Phalaenopsis.

Advance Diary Orchid Dates
15 Nov (Fri) - ANOS Sydney Group 3rd Annual Australian Native Cymbidium Celebration. Special Show featuring
only Australia’s 3 native Cymbid species and their hybrids (suave, maddidum, canaliculatum). Baulkham Hills
Community Centre. 15 Conie Ave. Baulkham Hills, NSW. Benching from 7.30 pm.
1 Dec. (Sun) – 9am to 4pm, Hills District Orchids Open Day
9 Dec (Mon) – Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society meeting and Christmas party. (see above)
14 Dec (Sat) – Laelia purpurata show and auction day at Royale Orchids, 70 Brieses Rd, Peats Ridge.
Royale have been a great friend to our society for many years and we are proud to recommend this big event to you.
This is a 1 day show with the nursery and sales area open from 9am to 4pm. Show benching is from 9am to 11am if
you have a purpurata you would like to enter. Judging starts at 11.30 am. The show will display a huge array of all the
different varieties of this wonderful species. Everybody is invited to attend and exhibit.
There will be a free sausage sizzle with Tea/Coffee during the day.
There is also an auction of rare and specially selected plants from the Royale nursery starting at 1pm. An auction
catalog has been widely distributed but if you missed out and want one, contact your editor Jim Brydie. At 3pm there
will be a lecture on Brazilian Laelia species of the Crispae section. Prizes will be announced at 4pm as the day closes.
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Best of the Evening Species – Dendrobium chordiforme grown by Trish Peterson
Now this is one you don’t see every day. A terete leaf Dendrobium, obviously very closely related to our Australian
native species, but this one is native only to PNG.
Den. chordiforme is reported in Orchidwiz as occurring on trees at
Sattelberg near the north east coast of New Guinea (about 1400 m)
but Jay Pfahl’s internet photo encyclopedia gives a wider range
across numerous parts of both Papua and New Guinea, ranging in
elevation from 10 to 3300 metres. Obviously an adaptable species.
I had two babies of this myself and
grew one in the shadehouse and one
in the glasshouse because I wasn’t
sure of its temperature tolerance.
Both grew well enough but the
shadehouse plant grew measurably
better so I would have to regard it as
a cool grower.
The best of the evening pictures above from our meeting show a nicely branched inflorescence with many spaced
flowers while the close up shows the nicely arranged 2cm creamy white to white flowers with green tones in the
centre. The third picture (at the right) shows a more mature plant growing in situ in PNG, and illustrates multiple
inflorescences. The terete leaves are quite substantial and can get up to 30cm long so I imagine this will eventually
grow to a sizeable plant.
Surprisingly, there is a fair bit of this attractive species in collections
around Sydney because an Australian specialist brought back seed.
Seedlings were originally sold as as “Dockrillia spp PNG” but once it
began to flower it was quickly identified by specialists as chordiforme.
As to the Dockrillia versus Dendrobium issue, the official view is that the
group we knew as Dockrillia are not sufficiently different from
Dendrobium to warrant a separate genus, even if the name Dockrillia has
practical purposes for most of us in separating this group with physically
different plant characteristics. Hence, this is Dendrobium chordiforme.
I don’t know if the habitat shown in the ‘in situ’ picture is typical but it
appears to be a reasonably shaded situation. We should also keep in mind
that all its native territories are quite tropical and would likely be subject
to even rainfall. If I could make an educated guess I would expect it would enjoy regular watering and feeding.
Congratulations on your Best of the Evening Trish. It was wonderful to see.

Best of Evening Novice – Trt Gloria Hill ‘Vermillion Red’ AM AOC grown by Garrie and Lesley Bromley
What can I say? The same magnificent orchid won Best of the
Evening in Oct 2016 and 2018. The only new information I have
for you is that it was previously benched under the clonal name
‘Beige’ but Garrie has now found that that name was never
registered. As the orchid has now been judged to get an AM award
at the recent OSNSW meeting, Garrie has officially named it
“Vermillion Red”. Which, you would
have to say, is a much more attractive
sounding name than “Beige”.
Now hands up all of you who wanted to
know what ‘Trt’ in the Best of the
Evening header line meant? I can now
tell you that Trt is the official
abbreviation for the genus name Trichocentrum. I needed to use the abbreviation in the header line because Garrie’s
lovely new floriferous name, and award details, took up too much space. Ahh, the trials of an editor.
The following is mostly a cut and paste from last year’s write up but last year’s already told it all so well, .
This is one of those orchids we used to call the ‘mule ear’ Oncidiums. You can’t tell from the picture, but the leaves
are stiff and upright, to 60cm tall and 5cm wide. They are succulent in texture and have a leathery surface. They are
also partially folded along the centre line to make V shape in cross section.
Most of the species from which this hybrid is developed are from hot areas with very dry winters. The leaves help
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conserve water, deflect heat, and direct whatever water is available down to the roots.
Trichocentrum Gloria Hill is registered as the cross between T. stramineum x T. Redstone. Redstone is a primary
hybrid between T. sprucei and T. carthagenense. All the 3 species mentioned were originally called Oncidiums, or
mule ear Oncidiums. As I explained in an earlier bulletin (Dec 2014), the mule ear Oncidiums were first moved to a
genus of their own called Lophiaris in about 1986 and then in 2001 they were folded into an existing genus
“Trichocentrum”. Once this change occurred, for some reason we seemed to stop calling these big stiff leaf types
‘mule ears’. I am not sure why. Yes, there are other Trichocentrums which don’t have mule ears, but so were there
many Oncidiums that didn’t have mule ears, so that can’t be all of it. It is a pity really because ‘Mule Ear’ fits the
group so well. Perhaps they should now be Mule Ear Trichocentrums?
Gloria Hill was registered in 1986 but as far as I can tell, the Bromley’s recent award was
its first award. The parents are curious to say the least. There are three species in the
makeup. The species with 50% of the gene pool is T. stramineum (left), and it is quite a
cutie. It is virtually a miniature compared to other mule ears. It comes from Mexico at
elevations between 600-1000 metres. Its leaves are only about 20cm long, it has only a
30cm spike with up to 50 lovely little (1.5 x 2 cm) white flowers. It is hard to see where
its genes went to in Gloria Hill. Something of a mystery.
T. sprucei
The other two species are the parents of Redstone and they are also a
curious pair. The first, T. sprucei isn’t even a mule ear in the classic
sense. It has 30cm terete leaves that are about 1cm thick. More of a ‘rat
tail’ than a mule ear. It comes from wet tropical forests in the lowlands of
Surinam, Brazil, and Peru. The inflorescence is only short, at about 20cm
and it has up to 20 medium size 2cm x 4cm ‘Oncidium’ like flowers in
yellow and reddish brown. It is an attractive, very unusual Trichocentrum
but it is hard to imagine it in the parentage of Gloria Hill either unless it
T. sprucei
contributed to the depth of the fold in the leaf. Yet another mystery?
The third species (the other half of Redstone) is Trichocentrum carthagenense. This one is a true mule ear. Great big,
thick, erect, mule ear leaves about 40cm tall x 7cm wide. It comes from a wide range of
countries from Mexico and parts of Central America, Cuba in the Caribbean, all the way
down to Brazil. It is an epiphyte in humid deciduous forests between 0 and 1500m,
almost always along river courses, in high trees or on the rocks below.
At least with this one we can see where some of Gloria Hill’s characteristics might come
from. T. carthagenense has a huge multi-branched inflorescence up to 2 metres tall and
has many, many beautifully coloured 2.5 cm flowers. The colours are quite variable but
usually a white base with red/brown blotches and a bright pinky/purple centre. Perhaps
T. carthagenense
this is where Gloria gets its spike size and heavy flower load.
I would love to see what the hybrid Redstone looked like, but unfortunately I wasn’t able to find a picture anywhere.
Its rat-tail leaf parent (sprucei) has only 7 registered direct hybrids, and the only useful picture I can find of any of
those, is of the cross with the species stipitatum but that species just happens to be yet another ‘yellow flowered, terete
leafed species’ so it is hardly surprising that the hybrid between them also has terete leaves and yellow flowers.
Nothing to be learned there, so we are left with questions.
I am way out of line with thoughts like this, but somehow I find it hard to believe this published family tree. I find
myself wondering if somewhere along the way the pollen envelopes got mixed up or a flask was mislabeled. But then
again, what would I know and who knows what strange things come from DNA?
I wonder if there is much variation between different ‘Gloria Hills’? Garrie’s orchid is the only Gloria Hill I have ever
seen in the flesh, and the only other picture I can find is of an unnamed plant posted on Orchidwiz by John Woolf of
Florafest nursery and it looks very much like the Bromley’s plant. Garrie did originally get his orchid from Florafest
so there is a possibility that the Orchidwiz picture may even be the same clone as Garrie’s.
Whatever the breeding though, Gloria Hill certainly makes a stunning display. The dark red colour is hard to capture
in a picture, especially at the night meetings of our club, but I can assure you it is a beauty. Congratulations Garrie and
Lesley. An unusual and really lovely orchid, and congratulations on your award.

Novices Corner – if any of you have a question to be explored, please contact me. (email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
Question - I don’t know where to bench my orchid
Answer – A seemingly simple question, but unfortunately, one with no way to give a short, simple answer. But before
I commence on one of my typically circuitous answers, I want you to know that there is absolutely nothing wrong with
not knowing where to bench your orchids. Unless you happened to have studied taxonomy, or at least have been
benching at our club a few years, it would be a miracle if you did when you first start out.
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You might then ask, well why not simplify the system? Well I hope this answer doesn’t just sound like a lot of excuses
but it is my hope that after the answer you will understand the reasoning behind the structure.
The problem arises because there are about 25,000 – 30,000 different species of orchid in the wilds of the world, and
due to mankind’s fascination with orchids, we have hybridised just about every combination of genus and species that
you could imagine. The official orchid hybrid register contains something like 120,000 registered hybrids.
It is the number of such very different kinds of orchids that has made specifying benching classes so complicated.
Consider for a moment that instead of orchids we all happened to collect and cultivate animals. If we brought them
along to meetings to show them off and have them judged, what would be the logical way to segregate the sections in
which each kind would be shown. You couldn’t really judge a nice cat against an wonderful gazelle could you? No,
you would segregate Cats, Dogs, Fish, Antelopes, Cows etc., into separate classes so you could judge cat against cat,
elephant against elephant etc.
The same principles apply in judging orchids. The separate benching classes are defined to try as best we can to allow
the judges to judge like against like. Or at least similar versus similar anyway.
At this point I have small conundrum. I know that this is supposed to be “Novices Corner” and the question that
sparked this explanation is supposed to be aimed at the benching classes of the Novice section, but that causes me a
problem. There are only half a dozen benching classes in the Novice Section, deliberately aggregating the scope of
many Open classes. There are two reasons for this – first we don’t get large numbers of plants benched by novices –
and second is that aggregating classifications hopefully makes the process simpler. The Novice class definitions are
still based on the same principles that define the Open classes but the aggregated nature makes it more difficult to
explain the rationale for their definition. For that reason, I will widen the answer to cover both open and novice
benching classes. Besides, given that many open class grower also don’t understand the benching classes, I think it is
worth the effort but if you wish, you can just jump to Part 3 which is specific to the Novice section.
------------------------------------------Part 2 - Benching class definitions in general - Although I said earlier that the orchid family contains over 25,000
species, the reality is that a good number of these would be just botanical curiosities to even the most ardent species
grower and nobody grows them. The number of more ornamental types is far fewer, and the benching class definitions
we use are focussed mostly on the more commonly grown ‘pretty’ types. For example there are specific classes limited
to “Phalaenopsis” like the ones you buy anytime in the supermarket these days, Cymbidium (obviously), and also on
“Dendrobium”, “Vanda”, “Cattleya”, “Paphiopedilums” (slipper orchids), “Oncidiinae” (the group which includes the
yellow and brown dancing lady orchids), “Australian Natives”, and also some other popular types.
We try to define classes that will have a regular but not excessive number of plants benched in them every month. To
do this we constantly reviewing the plants benched every month of the year and year by year to see if we need to drop
a class that isn’t being used, or split an overpopulated benching class to create less congestion. We do change classes.
Apart from the commonly grown popular types, the variety of different kinds of orchids that our members grow is
amazing. It is plainly impossible to have a separate class for every different type of orchid that someone might bring
in. So our solution to this problem is to define a number of bigger “catch all” classes to fit a variety of oddballs. For
example we have “Miscellaneous Hybrids – American” and Miscellaneous Hybrids Asian and Other”.
The biggest problem here for newer grower is to know whether their orchid is an American species or hybrid made
from American species, or alternately on based on species from Asia or other parts of the world.
Which brings us to the next obvious question, which is just why do we split them geographically like this?
Well you may be surprised to hear that by and large orchids that evolved in the Americas (mostly) did so completely
independently from the orchids in the physically connected continents of Europe/Africa/India/Asia.
When the super continent of Gondwanaland split apart around 140 million years ago, primitive terrestrial orchids, or
their forebears already existed. One of these primitive forebears was on the segment of Gondwanaland that split away
and became South America, another but different forebear was on what became Africa, another on what became India,
etc. It is amazing to realise that the path of orchid evolution in each of these areas independently followed similar lines
to develop orchid families with both epiphytic plant forms and terrestrials in all shapes and sizes but all with the same
sexual structures that define them as orchids. It follows then that the orchids that evolved in the southern Americas and
spread north, are more related to one another than to orchids from Asia etc. Within Asia, Africa, and India, the spark
of orchid evolution very likely also started independently in each of those areas but because those land masses became
physically connected, some of their orchids spread from one area to the other and some interbreeding almost certainly
occurred to create new genera.
The Cattleya/Laelia family is one of the big ones that evolved in the Americas. This family also includes many other
popularly known and grow genera such as Epidendrum, Encyclia, Brassavola, Rhyncholaelia, Sophronitis and many
others that have all been interbred to create popular hybrids. Perhaps the showiest and the most popular among orchid
growers is the genus Cattleya but the taxonomists named the group family “the Laeliinae” and that is the group name
we use to define benching classes for his group. Thus, we don’t have a Cattleya class for benching, but instead call it
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“Laeliinae” to incorporate the whole group.
In the hybrid version of Laeliinae, which includes all the intergeneric hybrids between the family members of this
supergroup, instead of separating group genera, the benching has been split into 4 separate classes based on flower
size, or few big flowers versus smaller flower multi flower characteristics. We have split the Laeliinae hybrid classes
because of the large numbers of these orchids regularly benched and to reduce numbers in any one class.
To help growers in understanding which genera are included in benching classes based on wider family groups of
genera (eg Laeliinae, Oncidiinae, and Pleurothallidinae) we have created cards for each of those species classes that
list all the more commonly seen genera covered by that family. These genus list cards sit on the bench side by side
with the card that states the class name and number. Unfortunately we can’t do the same for the equivalent hybrid
classes because there are literally hundreds of artificial genera in some of those groups.
However, even with the artificial hybrid genera, orchids usually look very similar in shape to one or other of the
species genera of the group to which they belong. Next meeting, see if you can see the similarity between the hybrids
of these groups and various of the equivalent species classes. It is quite fascinating to learn by trying to understand.
Despite all this explanation, learning which class to put something in is less complex than it sounds. You might not be
interested in the evolution of orchids but within a few years you will be quite happily benching plants in the right holes
and only occasionally having to ask advice. Just be patient.
----------------------------Part 3 - The Novice Benching Section
When all is said and done though, there are only 6 classes in the Novice section.
Class 34. Australian Natives - Species & Hybrids (some common examples below)

Class 35 Novice- Laeliinae - Species & Hybrids

Class 37. Novice - Oncidium family Species & Hybrids

Class 36. Novice Cymbidums

The above classes still require that you know whether your orchid is ‘Australian’, or a ‘Laeliinae’, or a ‘Cymbidium’,
or in the ‘Oncidium’ family. But each of the 4 specific family group classes above are fairly distinctive from the other
and once you know what your plant is, you could write its type on the back of the label for future reference.
The last two classes, Class 38. Novice - Miscellaneous Species, and Class 39, Novice - Miscellaneous Hybrids, are
the ‘catch alls’ for everything else and while you are still a Novice, you don’t even need to know if the orchid is
American or otherwise. Just whether it is a species or hybrid. Why not google the name of your orchid. You might be
surprised at what ‘Dr Google’ can tell you, and it shouldn’t be hard to determine if it is a species or a hybrid.
I hope you might now see that benching in the appropriate class isn’t as daunting as all that. And if all else fails, just
ask someone at the hall on meeting night. We don’t mind helping but just be conscious that many are asking for help
and if your target is really busy, perhaps wait for a convenient moment.
(Jim Brydie)

6

