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Next Meeting : * * * May Meeting CANCELLED
With the present Corona virus situation, there will be no May meeting. The situation is constantly under review as to
when we might resume. You will be advised immediately if there is a change.

Wow, what a virtual benching – Wow, and Wow again. When virtual benching was first proposed I thought it
might take members a little while to get on board with the idea. But no, there was terrific participation right from the
start and a magical 6 page array of delicious, very professionally presented orchids, was created by Jenny. It included
Cattleyas of all kinds and colours, Dendrobiums, Oncidiinae hybrids and rare species.
It was just amazing. 14 different members contributed and if you count husbands and wives as separate it would be
even more. The Fulchers provided a whole page of photos of orchids in flower from their collection, and even added a
little info on each. The D’Oliers also provided a whole page including many delicious species (you do recall I’m a
species freak of course), and then there were those group shots and close ups of Cattleyas. Wow, you guys can really
grow Catts. And how about that Cattleya of John Chang’s. I have never seen a Catt with colours like that before. And
then there were all the others. You all outdid yourselves. Congratulations to everyone, and do you think you can beat
that performance this month? Let’s give Jenny a real publisher’s task with even more pictures and don’t be afraid to
tell us what they are and what you know as well.
Finally, congratulations to Jenny. It is no small task to massage a wild bunch of pictures in all shapes and sizes into a
coherent montage like her Virtual Benching document. Very Well Done, and I agree with Jenny’s pointed remark : “I
now have several new orchid names on my future look-for-list”.
As I really wanted to get a bit of colour into the first part of the bulletin, I decided to do an editor’s pick (no prizes so
bad luck), and I just couldn’t resist Gloria’s and Alan’s beautiful group shots of their Cattleyas all in flower at the
same time. Fancy all that beauty and not a meeting around where you can show them off. It would break my heart.

* What happens if they even close food marts? We will have to hunt for food. I don’t even know where Doritos live.
* Did you know that there is not one canary on the Canary Islands? Same thing on the Virgin Islands.
Not a single canary there either.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
President Dennys’ Desk – I hope all are well and safe and that your orchids are getting the benefit of extra
attention. Our orchids seem to be coping very well although one can only sweep the shade house floor so many times
per day. Some members have been in contact with me to pass on good thoughts and enquire about supplies and
such. This is a good thing and keeps the channels open. Although there has been a little easing in lockdown
restrictions, we are still not able to advise that a June meeting will proceed. Logically, it is likely it will not proceed
but this will be confirmed. If you need growing advice don’t hesitate to contact us using the KOS email account or
ring me on 0438 877 689 and I will forward your enquiry.
The virtual benching effort by members with Jenny as custodian worked very well. I personally thank Jenny for her
efforts as well as Jim who has been roving in the background with ready advice as needed. I have to say, my personal
(naïve) favourite, because of its sheer presence, was Christine’s Pholidota imbricata. The reality that still amazes me
is the variety of orchids that exist and that our members are able to grow such. I look forward to May’s Virtual
Benching, so please submit your photos, it is a worthwhile activity to be involved in. I certainly have improved my
computer skills during this distancing-period. If you need advice on how to submit a photo please ask me or Jenny.

Corona Lockdown Connections

Jim Brydie
It has been fascinating to see the variety of mechanisms that different clubs have used to stay connected to members
during this awkward period of Corona isolation. Some excellent ideas have popped up to prove the ingenuity of
mankind. ‘Virtual Benching’ has been the most prevalent tool used and it has been implemented in a number of
different ways. With our collections still growing and flowering, it is an excellent way for members to stay at least
partly connected and to show what is happening in their home growing areas.
There have also been other ways popping up for members to participate. Members of some societies have written
articles for their newsletters, or created puzzles. But one tool that I have found particularly pleasing is a series of
“Show and Tell” papers published by the Tropical Garden Society of Sydney.
With Show and Tell, a member takes pictures of some particular favourite plant in their garden or growing as a
houseplant, or perhaps the development of their garden or a growing method, and tell you about their experience with
it. The club has been sending out one of these show and tell documents each week to all members. There is no preimposed format or structure. It is just a way for members to tell others about something they know or have figured
out. The subject may be a currently flowering plant, or something growing well, or something of particular interest
about it. I suppose it could also be a case of something not growing well or giving the grower a problem, but that
hasn’t been the case in any so far. The subject is usually featured in pictures and the “teller” explains in text what they
are telling.
I know that we are an orchid society and not a garden club but I mention all this because although orchids are my
primary love, I am really just a gardener who also loves orchids. Underneath our orchids, aren’t we all gardeners
really? Cynthia and I are members of garden clubs as well as multiple orchid clubs.
And now to the point, the most recent show and tell document touched some of my earliest memories as a gardener
and orchid grower. I am paraphrasing but the teller describes starting out with his garden 8 years ago and how he
started with plants given to him by friends and family and also many plants that outgrew themselves as indoor plants.
He tells of successes and failures, plants that turned out to be wrong, and how being a member of his club (TGSS)
opened his eyes to much new knowledge and to plants and possibilities.
--- I couldn’t help think how I could have written exactly that myself about all my early attempts to grow orchids and
also garden plants and my joining Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society. In fact, I am sure it is the experience of nearly all of
us, but none of us knows it while it is all happening at the time we are experiencing it.
By definition, no-one starts out with the knowledge we have now. Even the massively informed Dr Google doesn’t
know what it doesn’t know and can’t know about every possible circumstance. Experience is a gradually learned
process and clubs like ours and TGSS and all others like us play a huge role in sharing and expediting the learning
experience among those anxious to obtain it.
With the permission of TGSS and the Show and Tell’s author, a copy of TGSS’s most recent Show and Tell is
provided along with this bulletin as an example.
In the Ku-Ring-Gai orchid society we have some of Sydney’s most experienced growers as well as many up and
coming growers, and many just starting on the path. All of whose experiences would provide fantastic reading. I know
we already draw on many of those same people to run novice classes for us and to carry the administrative load of
running our society, but may I appeal to all of you yet again to think about writing something for us to share your
knowledge or even your frustrations at not ‘knowing’. I would certainly love to see them.
An article or whatever can be as little as half a page, or several pages if you have a mind to do more. Don’t forget that
pictures always add well to communications too. You might show us something you have finally succeeded in
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growing, or some aspect of culture you do differently that you have found works and perhaps why you do it that way?
Even your growing area and some of its features. The scope is endless.
If you aren’t sure, you could give Dennys or myself a call to talk about it. Or just go ahead and write it and send it in.
The society’s email is on the front page of the bulletin and mine is on the top of page 2.
Get to it you potential Shakespeare’s. Share your knowledge and your experiences.

Newsflash – Lost orchid re-found – Corunastylis reflexa
Thank you to Jessie and to Dennys for bringing to my attention an article in the Sydney Morning Herald about an 8
year old girl recently re-finding an orchid that hadn’t been seen for 145 years. The girl was on a nature walk in the
Blue Mountains with her parents, who are both keen orchid lovers and who have authored books on the orchids of the
Blue Mountains, when she came across something they hadn’t seen before. Pictures were sent off to taxonomist Mark
Clements in Canberra who confirmed it was Corunastylis reflexa.
I don’t personally know of Corunastylis orchids but according to author David Jones,
there are 50 named species in Australia and many more un-named. There are others in
different countries. Corunastylis are commonly called the midge orchids and grow in
woodland areas, mostly in Australia’s eastern States. With an orchid missing for 145 years
you can imagine that pictures are rare. The only ones I could find are on the SMH website
and on the finder’s parent’s Facebook page. I haven’t sought permission to reproduce
those pictures so I will show you a similar species instead. The picture here is
Corunastylis systema from the Kangaroo Valley in NSW. The picture is from the ‘Retired
Aussies’ website where they have magnificent pictures of Australian terrestrial orchids in
particular. The real C. relexa has a bit hairier lip. Check it on google at the SMH page.
It just goes to show. You are only extinct until you are found again. Corunastylis systema

Subject: Your Duck is dead!
A woman brought a very limp duck into a veterinary surgeon. As she laid her pet on the table, the vet pulled out his
stethoscope and listened to the bird's chest. After a moment or two, the vet shook his head and sadly said, "I'm sorry,
your duck, Cuddles, has passed away."
The distressed woman wailed, "Are you sure?" -- "Yes, I am sure. Your duck is dead," replied the vet.
"How can you be so sure?" she protested.. "I mean you haven't done any testing on him or anything. He might just be
in a coma or something."
The vet rolled his eyes, turned around and left the room and returned a few minutes later with a cat. The cat jumped
on the table and delicately sniffed the bird from head to foot. The cat sat back on its haunches, shook its head,
meowed softly and strolled out of the room. The vet followed the cat and a few minutes later returned with a black
Labrador Retriever. As the duck's owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood on his hind legs, put his front paws
on the examination table and sniffed the duck from top to bottom. He then looked up at the vet with sad eyes and
shook his head. The vet patted the dog on the head and took it out of the room.
When the vet returned he looked at the woman and said, "I'm sorry, but as I said, this is most definitely, 100%
certifiably, a dead duck."
He turned to his computer terminal, hit a few keys and produced a bill, which he handed to the woman.
The duck's owner, still in shock, took the bill. "$1,500!" she cried,"$1,500 just to tell me my duck is dead!"
The vet shrugged, "I'm sorry. If you had just taken my word for it, the bill would have been $20, but with the Cat Scan
and the Lab Report it's now $1,500."
Fire Brigade
A house in a small town caught fire so the local fire department was called to put it out. However, the fire was
proving far too much for the department to handle on their own so someone suggested that a nearby volunteer group
be called to help. Despite some doubt that the volunteers would be of any assistance, the call was made.
The volunteers arrived in a dilapidated old fire truck. They rumbled straight towards the fire, drove right into the
middle of the flames and stopped! The volunteer firemen jumped off the truck and frantically started spraying water
in all directions. Soon they had snuffed out the centre of the fire, breaking the blaze into two easily-controlled parts.
Meanwhile, a small crowd had gathered to watch the firemen at work. Everyone was so impressed with the brave
work of the volunteers they began cheering. The owner of the building was so happy, she provided them with a
cheque for $1,000. A local news reporter asked the volunteer fire captain what his department planned to do with the
money.
“That ought to be obvious, ” he responded, wiping ashes off his coat. “The first thing we’re gonna do is get the brakes
fixed on that stupid truck!”
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Brassia hybrids update 2020

Jim Brydie
Brassia is an popular genus in the Oncidiinae family. There used to be a
sister genus called Ada whose flowers were very similar looking to Brassia.
The two were separated by a number of small technical differences but
relatively recently, taxonomists folded Ada into Brassia to make one big
genus of 40 to 50 species. For the time being at least, you can now change
all your “Ada” labels to Brassia.
One of the simplest distinctive characteristics for Brassia is the vertical,
spidery shape of the flowers, as you can see in the picture of Brassia
verrucosa at the right. This widely grown and popular species displays this
spidery characteristic very strongly, but a few others are a little less
characteristic. In some, the narrow segments are there but displayed untidily, in others the sepals are fused in the
lower portion, forming a kind of tube or bell shape in the lower half. An example of this is
Brassia/Ada aurantiaca, the only Brassia with orange coloured flowers.
By hybridizing the various Brassia species with other genera of the Oncidiinae, a range of
distinctly identifiable and very popular hybrids has been created. These intergeneric
hybrids usually have highly colourful, showy flowers and are easily cultivated in a shade
house in our Sydney environment. The present April/May period is a common flowering
time for them, which is the reason for this article.
Brassia aurantiaca
Apart from verrucosa, the 6 below are the most common species used in generating Brassia intergeneric hybrids.

B. arcuigera

B. caudata

B. gireoudiana

B. keiliana

B. lanceana

B. maculata

Before I proceed further, I must tell you that back in 2011, I wrote a two part article on Brassia intergenerics, as part
of three articles on the Oncidiinae as a group. These are still available but there have been a few taxonomic changes in
the group since that time which has affected the assigned hybrid Genus names for many of these hybrid Oncidiinae. In
addition there have been new crosses made popular by mass marketing so I felt it might be time for this update of the
old article. This time though, I am restricting the discussion to the hybrids so if you would like a deeper insight to
Oncidiinae as an overall group you might still find the old article of some value.
In the 2011 article I examined a number of natural genera that had been combined with Brassia to make popular
intergenic hybrids. Since then however, there has been a huge DNA analysis project to more accurately identify
Oncidiinae genetic relationships and evolutionary lines. There have been some significant changes to the taxonomy of
Oncidiinae. Species have been moved from one genera to another and some genera have disappeared altogether.
As hybrid genus names are based on specific mixes of natural genera, the hybrid genus names for some crosses
have now changed dramatically from the genus under which they were originally registered.
Some of the significant taxonomic changes are :
 All the old genus Odontoglossum species were shifted to Oncidium (previously some went to Rhynchostele).
However, a recent paper proposes shifting a small group back out of Oncidium to reinstate Odontoglossum.
 The shift of a whole section of what used to be Oncidium species (ie the ones with fused lateral sepals) are now
moved to the genus Gomesa. This includes the Brazilian species – O. varicosum, crispum, forbesii, gardneri,
marshallianum, enderianum, concolor, and others.
 Ada species are now all Brassia species. Therefore old intergenerics such as Adacidium (Ada x Oncidium) and
Brassada (Brassia x Ada) no longer exist. Any such crosses are now renamed.
 The genus Baptistonia has been removed and all its species are now in genus Gomesa.
 The most highly popular species variety ‘Miltonia spectabilis variety Moreliana’ has now been made a separate
species just called Miltonia moreliana. This obviously affects all hybrids of M. moreliana that would have
previously been regarded as hybrids of M. spectabilis (a species which still exists).
It is impractical to try and examine every possible combination of species and genus so all I am trying to do here is
give you a broad insight into what you might expect from some of the popular hybrid combinations we see regularly :
for sale at nurseries, as raffle prizes, and stalls at society meetings and orchid fairs. I am focusing only on
combinations of Brassia with Oncidium and Miltonia and all three together.
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There is one species I need to mention by itself however, and that is what used to be
known as Cochlioda noezliana but is now Oncidium noezlianum. It is the one species in
Oncidiinae that is used to introduce that vibrant red colour that we admire so much in
orchid hybrids. It has been widely used in hybrids and because it had a different genus
name, all combinations with it had unique hybrid genus names (depending on the
combinations of genera).
C. noezeliana
One genus name change I don’t really understand is that the Royal Horticultural Society
in the UK, which runs the official orchid hybrid registration system, replaced the old hybrid genus name of Miltassia
(Brassia x Miltonia) with a new genus name Bratonia. Are they saying they are all ‘brats’ or did Mr. Braton needed
his name commemorated? I jest of course, Bratonia is BRAssia x milTONIA as opposed to MILTonia x brASSIA. ie
the part names reversed, but I just can’t see why the change was required find or find publications explaining it.
There are many Hybrid genera involving Brassia but the three most simple we will explore are :
Brassidium (Brsdm.) = Brassia x Oncidium.
Bramesa (Bms.) = Brassia x Gomesa
Bratonia (Brat.) = Brassia x Miltonia. [used to be Miltassia (Mtssa.)]
Aliceara (Alcra.) = Brassia x Miltonia x Oncidium.
There are also crosses of Brassia x Miltonia x Gomesa, that are called Gombrassiltonia, but there are only about 50 of
them and there have only been half a dozen crosses made from the lot so I will not discuss them further. It is the first
4 mentioned that are the foundation upon which most of the more complex combinations were developed.
However, just before we look at those, I would like to show you how the main taxonomic changes in Oncidiinae have
turned hybrid genus names upside down. All of the genus names in column 2 were highly popular intergeneric
genera and were also the parents of even more complex genus combinations. There were many, many thousands of
them and although the complex intergeneric naming system was VERY COMPLEX, over a period of time you got to
know the characteristics of each type and could mentally picture (to some extent at least); what each new hybrid for
sale was likely to look like. Now that we are reduced to a much smaller set of intergeneric names that may apply to
quite different breeding lines it is much more difficult.
Before the changes
Odontoglossum x Oncidium

was
= Odontocidium

is now
Oncidium x Oncidium

equals
Oncidium

Brassia x Odontoglossum

= Odontobrassia

Oncidium x Brassia

Brassidium

Odontocidium x Brassia

= Maclellenara

Oncidium x Brassia

Brassidium

Odontoglossum x Miltonia x Brassia

= Degarmoara

Oncidium x Miltonia x Brassia

Aliceara

Cochlioda x Miltonia

= Miltonioda

Oncidium x Miltonia

Miltonidium

Cochlioda x Oncidium

= Oncidioda

Oncidium x Oncidium

Oncidium

Cochlioda x Odontoglossum

= Odontioda

Oncidium x Oncidium

Oncidium

Cochlioda x Miltonia x Oncidium

= Charlesworthiara

Oncidium x Miltonia

Miltonidium

Maclellanara Pagan Lovesong

Now a Brassidium

Degarmoara Olympia

Aliceara Sunday Best

Aliceara? Wilhelmara? or Brassidium?

still an Aliceara

Bakerara Roy Seger

now Aliceara, could be other

The examples above illustrate how messy your search for a particular orchid may be. The genus shown on the label
may be any of 3 or 4 different names depending on when it was written and the diligence of the seller in keeping up
their labels with changes in taxonomy. In most cases the registered cross name (the grex name, eg Pagan Lovesong)
won’t change but in some cases it will turn out that the same grex name may have been registered for a different
orchid in what used to be a different genus. Now one must change. I haven’t struck a case yet, but take care.
So, let us now look at the 4 main hybrid genera featuring Brassia. i.e. -- Brassidium (Brassia x Oncidium),
Bramesa (Brassia x Gomesa), Bratonia (Brassia x Miltonia), and Aliceara (Brassia x Miltonia x Oncidium).
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Brassidium and Bramesa (i.e. Brassia with Oncidium, and Brassia with Gomesa)
I am technically wrong to lump these two together but frankly, Bramesa was totally irrelevant until they shifted a
whole bunch of what used to be the most important hybridizing species from Oncidium into Gomesa. Valid as that
may be, what we previously knew as an Oncidium has been split. The original ‘Dancing Lady’ orchid Onc. varicosum
is now Gomesa varicosa and most of the thousands of hybrids we previously knew as traditional dancing lady hybrids
are now Gomesas although there are also ‘cross group’ hybrids that are called Oncidesa (Oncidium x Gomesa).
Here are some typical examples of Brassidium and Bramesa.

Brassidium Amy’s Gold

Brassidium Bonneroo

Brassidium Iridescent

Brassidium Dorothy Barfield Bramesa Aloha

It should be noted that Amy’s Gold exhibits the distinct round shape typical of what were Odontoglossum hybrids and
also contains Cochlioda which is small but round shaped. Despite this it still contains 25% Brassia verrucosa.
Bratonia – ie Brassia with Miltonia. (used to be Miltassia)

Royal Robe

Charles M Fitch

Shalom

Estrelita

Kauai’s Choice

The Bratonias (Miltassias) seem to come from all of the 10 Brazilian Miltonia species which provides for a variety of
colours. The starry shape of the Brassia still usually predominates but there is much more colour than in the
Brassidiums. Especially where the Miltona parent has any purple colours as these come through vividly in the hybrid.
Bratonia flowers are bold and eye catching but occasionally the flower arrangement on the spike can be a bit chaotic.
If you look closely at the picture of Bratonia Charles M Fitch (Brassia verrucosa x Milt spectabilis or moreliana) you
can see that the flowers below the top one face in all directions. This is worst where Miltonia spectabilis/moreliana is
a parent because it generally only has one or two flowers to the spike, and it doesn’t seem to match well with the
higher flower count of the Brassias. This is rather unfortunate really as Miltonia moreliana is very popular, has
fantastic colours, and is in the background of something like half of all Bratonias. With more generations of breeding,
the poor flower arrangement reduces. If you look at Royal Robe for example, the colours there most likely come from
moreliana but it is in earlier generations. There are 5 Miltonia species involved in Royal Robe and the spectabilis or
moreliana component is down to 40%. However, but the Brassia component is also lower at 25%. The flower
arrangement is much better than in Charles M Fitch, but it is still a little crowded, and in some photos I have seen, it
still has some minor disorganisation.
Aliceara (ie Brassia, Miltonia, and Oncidium)
This is either a Brassidium with Miltonia added or a Bratonia with Oncidium. Either way, you can see from the
sample pictures Alicearas tend to come in exotic shapes. Some are reminiscent of Miltassia with the strong Brassia
influenced shape, and the many purple tones that come from Miltonia. Others, like Sweetheart Jonel and Hilo Blaze,
have a far more exotic, wavy, shape and I have no idea where it comes from. I guess that it has to come from the
Oncidium side, perhaps from a particular section of Oncidium, but many Alicearas have it.
Alicearas are being actively developed. There are over 300 registered crosses but they are not seen as often as some
others. Perhaps because they are not as popular, or perhaps not recognized for what they are. But, the colours are bold
and I find them rather pleasing. I only have a couple but they grow well for me.

Dorothy Oka

Sunday Best

Hilo Blaze

Mervyn Grant
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Sweetheart Jonel

Lillian Oka

Pink Shirt

