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The October Virtual Benching
A great mix of lovely orchids once more and thank you so much for so many of you sharing an insight into you’re
your growing areas are like and how you do it. And once more a very professional job by Jenny squeezing all of your
contributions into a manageable document for distribution, and for the reasearch and added information she provides.
And for me, such a wealth of varied orchids to explore a little further for you. I hope you ejoy a read.
Vanda? unknown ‘benched’ by Margaret Barrett
This beautifully coloured Vandaceous hybrid really caught my eye in
this month’s Virtual Benching. What a lovely and unique colour
pattern. It was one of Wendy Dhu’s plants that Margaret took over
when Wendy had to move to South Australia. It had no label when
Margaret took it over but she thinks it is one sold by Brighton Orchids
some years back.
I haven’t been able to find a matching picture of
Marg’s orchid in any of my searches. All of the
larger flowered blue vandas get their blue from
the species Vanda coerulea but as you can see in
the picture at the right, the blue in coerulea
comes in a distinct tessellated pattern which is also usually also seen in its hybrids. The blue in
Margaret’s Vanda does faintly show the tessellation but the pattern is obviously favouring a
more solid background colour and the spotting/blotching is the key feature.
V. coerulea
Spotting patterns are not a common feature in Vandas although spotted hybrids are not exactly rare either. The first I
really noticed was Gordon Dillon which was registered in 1978 and although not all ‘Dillons’ are spotted, a good
proportion do seem to be as you can see from the pictures below, and Gordon Dillon cultivars have been used to
create many more delightfully spotted hybrids since then. One nice one is Kulwadee Fragrance which is also pictured.

Gordon Dillon

(GD) Blue Spot

(GD) Blue Star

(GD) ‘Lea’

V. Kulwadee Fragrance

V. lombokensis

I am not sufficiently familiar with Vandas to have more than a broad guess at the background of Margaret’s ‘spotty’,
but my guess would be something like Gordon Dillon, or its progeny, backcrossed with coerulea to soften the spots
and make them less distinct. Probably also in infusion of some other species with bigger less distinct spots. Maybe V.
tricolor or V. lombokensis? But such species have much smaller flowers, not the big round shape of the showbench
Vandas. It would probably be easier to look for a nice big hybrid with something of those blotches in the breeding.
Nice one Margaret, whatever it is I like it. Perhaps someone will recognise it and tell us what it is.
The opinions and recommendations published in this bulletin are those of the authors of the various items. The Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc
disclaims responsibility for any losses or damages that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material or any opinion published in this bulletin.
The bulletin and its content are protected by copyright and no part of them may be reproduced or re-used without the permission of the author.
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Society News (if anyone has a news item, please phone Jim on 9476 3383, or email at jimbrydie@bigpond.com )
President Dennys’ Desk – On our last meeting date (19th October) I sent an email to all members concerning our
AGM which would have occurred that day. All meetings, including the AGM, have been cancelled until restrictions
on our meeting hall have been lifted. This means KOS is essentially in a caretaker situation and the existing
responsibilities of the committee will continue until we can have an AGM. Pauline and Trevor Onslow had planned to
stand down from the committee at the AGM but have kindly offered to stay on the committee until our next in-person
meeting for which I am grateful. In that email I also presented some thoughts on the future with regard to moving
forward beyond March 2021, including possible AGM voting scenarios and my personal view about the health risk as
it impacts myself and Janine. If you need to review the email, please contact me via the KOS email address for a
copy.
Meeting hall bookings - We have booked the hall for next year. In support of the booking, a COVID meeting plan
has been generated via the NSW Government website and the plan sent to the KMC as part of the requirement for the
booking. The booking is not a drain on our finances since if we cancel the booking before the appropriate deadline,
we receive a full credit. This means, we are ready to go when the time comes. I thank Jenny for her attention to detail
and her dedication.
KOS shop – Our shop has been active with members buying pots and fertiliser and such. We have no plastic hangers
left but we still have fertiliser, clips, small stakes, green twine and most pots in stock. If you need any of these items
let us know and we will get them to you somehow. Our committee has reviewed the method by which we purchase
items from Garden City Plastics, at their request, and I thank all who have taken part in that exercise. Once finalised,
members will be informed of the procedure.
Member’s welfare – please remember, if you need to speak to someone immediately then you are most welcome to
contact me at any time, 24/7 on 043 88 77 689. Some people have done this, and it has been great to connect in a
more personal way.
Virtual Benching – This month I found the Fulcher’s Bifrenaria harrisoniae to be very interesting and beautiful and it
is always good to see new names appearing in the VB. A suggestion has been made to put our VB onto our KOS
website like our bulletin. Before this can occur, we will need to ensure that we have permission from members to
publish their photos. Jenny is the throes of doing this so please review her communications accordingly. Don’t forget
to send in your photos to Jenny via the KOS email address.
Future Events
Sun 15th Nov – 9.30am. Manly Warringah OS Auction - Cromer Community Centre, Fisher Road Nth, Cromer
28th & 29th November - Tinonee Orchid Nursery Open Day – Unfortunately, this one has been cancelled
Sat 5th Dec – Royale Orchid Nursery annual Laelia purpurata show and auction day (see below and refer website)

Humour
- A rabbit runs, hops, and only lives 15 years, while a tortoise doesn't run, does mostly nothing, yet it lives for
150 years. And they tell us to exercise? I don't think so.
- When I was a youngster, my parents would say ‘pardon my French’ just after using a swear word. I’ll never
forget my first day at High School when my teacher asked if anyone knew any French.
- I picked up a hitchhiker the other day. Seemed like a nice guy but after a few miles he asked, wasn’t I afraid
he might be a serial killer. I told him the odds of two serial killers being in the same car was very unlikely.
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Orchids I noticed in the Virtual Benching -- Jim Brydie
Once again there were just too many lovely orchids to write up in any detail, despite many deserving more. I hope you
find it worthwhile for me to tell you at least tell you a little about the selection I have chosen.
1. Dendrochilum glumaceum - benched by Trevor and Pauline Onslow – I
wanted a big specimen plant photo for this one so although Trevor’s VB
picture was lovely, I have sneaked in a bigger one by Ken Jacobsen. Such an
elegant thing, like light snow falling on a garden shrub.
Dendrochilum is a wonderfully showy genus of orchids for us Sydney growers.
There are a few that may need slightly more select growing conditions but by
far the majority are perfect for shadehouse conditions in Sydney, and
glumaceum is one of them. The common characteristic with Dendrochilum is
well displayed spikes of quite small flowers. It is the overall effect that is the
show and this one is really lovely. It comes from the Philippines and grows on
rocks or on trees from a wide range of elevations from 500 to 2300 m. These are only moderate size plants, perhaps
25-30cm tall at best, except in a large specimen plant like above where bulbs tend to eventually climb on top of each
other a bit. The leaves are relatively thin and wide, indicating to me that they prefer a more moist shady environment.
I grow mine in slightly protected corner of the shadehouse and it seems to do well. The lovely snow white flowers
occur in a two rows down the inflorescence. It just a touch softer grower than some of the others but a well worth
orchid to look out for.
Den. fimbriatum variety occulatum – ‘benched’ by Jenny Richardson and Dennys Angove.
This lovely orchid can be found in every growers backyard in Sydney. Perhaps common,
but a lovely orchid when grown well and very rewarding. I did a slightly more full write up
of it in the Nov 2015 bulletin so I won’t repeat that.
There are two varieties, this one known as variety occulatum due to the dark ‘eye’ in the
centre. There other, without the ‘eye’ is, curiously, the rarer form, but also less popular.
This is a very adaptable, hardy, easy grower. It can be grown in a tree or in a pot. It is a
tallish grower, perhaps up to 90cm but usually a bit less. The canes will be upright in good
light but up, down, and sideways in too much shade. It will still flower no matter what, but like all orchids, to get the
best of it you need to grow it well. Both plants in the VB were exactly that. Well done Dennys and Jenny.
2. C. (was LC) Bonanza Queen x Mini Purple – ‘benched’ by Gloria and Allan Cushway.
What lovely little orchid - perfect shape. Another of the gems the Cushways show us at every
meeting and every Virtual Benching. This one has some classy names in its background.
Bonanza Queen dates back to 1974 and is the cross between two real champions in C. Prophecy,
and C. Bonanza. Surprisingly, C. Mini Purple dates back even further to 1965 but while it is a
primary hybrid between the species C. pumila and C. walkeriana it was a winner from its early
days and new remakes keep popping up. In this latest cross, you can see that the plant beneath is
small and compact compared to a relatively large and classic shaped flower. Perfect for a small
glasshouse or growing area. That is value per square centimetre if I ever saw it.
3. An OOPs and correction. Dora benched this lovely pot full of flowers under the label she got it by and that was
Laelia lindleyana, but there is no such species. It sounds like just the name a species
would have, so unless you happen to have a taxonomy book in your head we all get
caught out from time to time.
Even though Jenny gets me to do a bit of a name vet on the VB, I missed it completely
and didn’t notice until I went to write it up. On doing an Orchidwiz search I found
there is a hybrid registered as BC Lindleyana that looks like this one to me so that’s
what I will call it. It is a cross between Cattleya intermedia and Brassavola tuberculata
and the flower shape looks just right for that cross. Whatever its name it is certainly a
pretty orchid. Congratulations Dora. You got a winner anyway.
4. Dora’s Cymbidiums – Now isn’t a specimen orchid an eye catching thing? She
showed us two different orchids. I won’t show them both again but how about this
pair of Cym. Cricket orchids. It is the cross between the Indian Cym. devonianum
species and our own Cym. maddidum which grows in mostly coastal areas from
about Taree in NSW right up to the tip of Cape York. Both are pendent flower
growers so the result is no surprise except that maddidum is green. Devonianum
obviously dominates colour.
The second plant was our Australian species suave, which grows in the bush just
across from my driveway but I only ever once tried to grow it. You grow these well Dora. Lovely orchids, well done.
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5. Neofinetia falcata ‘Fujimusume’ or is it Ascofinetia Furuse? - Benched by John Chang
This one is a conundrum. John tells us that in Japan it is accepted as a pink
variety of Neofinetia and explained to me that it was called both names under
different circumstances as a result of the culture that grew the interest. I found
some wonderful explanatory material on the site of the Fukiran Society of
America. The following are wonderful extracts from their website to help us
appreciate the history. And while I was at it, as johns plant only had a few
flowers, I have borrowed one of the Fujimusume pictures from their site.
Picture from Fukiran Society
“History - The cultivation of Fūkiran has a long history, originating in Japan's
of America website
Edo era, about 400 years ago.
Furan or wind orchid, the Japanese name for Neofinetia falcata, started to be called 'Fūki-ran', which means the
orchid of the rich and noble people. Many years ago, only the rich and royalty could own Fūkiran, and they searched
the country far and wide for rare and unusual varieties. These plants were often covered by a gold or silver net in
order to protect them, and people had to cover their mouths with Kaishi (a thin paper usually used for calligraphy) in
order not to breathe on the plants while they appreciated them. This, by the way, is the same way the Japanese
appreciate a great sword. This was an important time for Fūkiran as they became established into the Japanese
culture. After the Meiji restoration in 1868, the Japanese government brought in Western culture and people became
fascinated with tropical orchids that were more colorful and gorgeous. Consequently, interest in Fūkiran declined
until the early 1900's.
In 1920, the All Japanese Fūkiran Society was formed, where members would discuss and display their prized
Fūkiran. Society members never gave up on their traditional plants. Small society meetings gave way to larger ones
culminating with a large Fukiran exhibition in Osaka. Since this event, Fūkiran interest has been increasing both in
Japan and abroad. It was through the continued efforts of senior society members that Fūkiran survive and thrive
today, in spite of effects brought on by war and the march of time.”
In addition, there a nice explanation of the background of Johns lovely orchid :
“Neofinetia falcata var. Fujimusume - This variety has long been thought as a hybrid between Neofinetia and another
species. The growth habit is quite different than falcata, and the flowers definitely have influence from another
species. With some searching through the internet, we were able to confirm that this is indeed a hybrid between
falcata and Ascocentrum pumilum. This hybrid was registered as Ascofinetia Furuse in 1979 by H. Furuse. It can
flower twice a year.”
So, it seems it was perhaps originally discovered wild, thought to be falcata, and given the cultivar name
‘Fujimusume’, which I believe is a reference to the famous ‘Wisteria Lady’ of Kabuki theatre in Japan. It was only
later shown to be a hybrid between Neofinetia and what was, at the time, Ascocentrum pumilum. I suspect it is still
prized as the originally found falcata variety ‘Fujimusume’ so I don’t mind which name you use.
6. Rth. Malworth D’or x Ctt. Tangerine Dream – benched by Trevor and Pauline Onslow.
From our society point of view this one is not only beautiful, it is famous. This cross
was made by our many times past President and Society Patron, Keith Irvine. He never
registered it and it is still not registered.
I won’t bother telling you the technicalities of what the parents Rth and the Ctt
means, suffice to say this is a cross between one of the very early yellow big
showbench Cattleyas, and one of the cooler growing cluster head Cattleyas which
had medium size orange flowers. The result is a big bunch of delightful bright
yellow/orange flowers relatively large flowers. A large plant of this with multiple
heads of flowers is breathtaking and Trevor has had it for years. I am sure he has
done a little breeding with it himself if it has proven possible to breed.
7. Phal ‘Big Foot’ ? – ‘benched by Lina Huang.
Lina tells us that she bought this one at Bunnings as just ‘Big Lip Phal’.
By now you all understand that the standard shape for an orchid is and outer whorl of
3 sepals and an inner whorl of 3 petals with one of the petals modified to become the
lip and perform the sacred duty of steering the pollinator to the right place in the right
way. The pollinator must approach the column just right to snag the pollen cap when
it backs out and end up with the pollen blobs stuck on it’s body in just the right place
for it to scrape them off on the stigma of the next same type orchid. However, the
orchid didn’t just figure all this out and write the specification, it was chance
mutation upon chance mutation over a long period to get it right and we start to see it
as the way it works now. Orchids that now don’t comply with this standard 3x 3 form are known as ‘peloric’ flowers.
For example, the splash petal Cattleyas where the petal tips take on some of the same colouration of the lip, or as with
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Lina’a orchid, where the lip becomes a petal again. But there are many others of course.
I hadn’t seen many peloric Phalaenopsis so when I started to look into ‘Big Lip’ I got a bit of a surprise when I saw
just how many there were. I also found an interesting article published in the Nov 2014 American Orchid Society
magazine, titled “Breeding of Big-Lip Phalaenopsis and its Achievements in Taiwan” by Yi
Tzu Kuo and Wen Huei Chen. This tells us that the first petal like lip mutation was discovered
by Carmela Orchids of Hawaii with an orchid called Phalaenopsis World Class ‘Big Foot’
which received a JC/AOS award in 1990. At first I thought that might be Lina’s orchid but now
I can see it isn’t. But if this form of Phalaenopsis has been in commercial breeding for 30years
it is to be expected that we will see more and more of them available in nurseries and florists in
years to come.
World Class ‘Big Lip ►
The authors theorise that rather than being an inherited mutation from one of its parents, World
Class ‘Big Lip’ was the result of a chance mutation of genes in World Class itself. Since then,
World Class ‘Big Lip’ was purchased by nurseries in Taiwan and further work has been done and many awards made.
It has also been discovered that in some crosses, many different variations of the big lip mutation may be expressed.
It seems we will soon see many different colours and colour patterns of big lip Phalaenopsis available commercially.

Yu Pin Easter Island × I-Hsin Diamond ‘Join White of Love’

Tying Shin Unicorn ‘2172’ Lioulin Lovely Lip ‘#1

** Apart from Lina’s orchid, all pictures are from the article “Breeding of Big-Lip Phalaenopsis and its Achievements
in Taiwan” by Yi Tzu Kuo and Wen Huei Chen. They may not be reproduced.
8. Oh dear, I am running out of time – There were so many other wonderful orchids benched. Jeanne Lam
‘benched’ a few in our Virtual Benching for the first time. Good on you Jeanne, let’s see some more next month. And
what about all those stunning Sarcochilus we are beginning to see. Gone are the days when Sarcochilus were just
white and red and a few pinks. The breeders have gone ballistic with the colour array we now see, all thanks no doubt
to the wonderful foundation work by early pioneers like Dave Butler, Ken Russell, Neville Roper, Wally Upton and
others. I am not a “Sarc” man by any means but even I grow a lovely orange one and Jessie Koh and others ‘benched’
a whole array of lovelies this month. Perhaps I can find a Sarcochilus specialist to write up a culture article for us.
Finally, what about the lovely softcane Dendrobiums this month. I should have selected at least one to write up, but
really, I have written on softcanes so many times I picked others instead. Sorry Chris, you deserved a mention.
Oh well, next month maybe I should use bingo balls to pick the topics?
Mama’s always Know
Mrs. Ravioli’s son Anthony lives with a female roommate, Maria, so Mrs Ravioli visits her son to meet her. During
the meal, his mother couldn't help but notice how pretty Maria is and over the course of the evening, while watching
the two interact, she started to wonder if there was more between Anthony and his roommate than met the eye.
Reading his Mama's thoughts, Anthony volunteered: "I know what you must be thinking, but I assure you, Mama,
Maria and I are just roommates.''
About a week later, Maria came to Anthony saying: "Ever since your mother came to dinner, I've been unable to find
the silver sugar bowl. You don't suppose she took it, do you?"
Anthony replied: "Well, I doubt it, but I'll email her, just to be sure.” So, he sat down and wrote an email: Dear
Mama, I'm not saying that you "did" take the sugar bowl from my house ; I'm not saying that you "did not" take it.
But the fact remains, it has been missing, ever since you were here for dinner. - Your Loving Son, Anthony.
Several days later, Anthony received a response email from his Mama which read: Dear Son, I'm not saying that you
and Maria are more than just roommates, and I'm not saying that you are not. But the fact remains that if she was
sleeping in her OWN bed, she would have found the sugar bowl by now. Your Loving Mama.
-------- ---------- -----------

I was visiting my daughter the other day and I asked her if I could borrow a newspaper. She said : “Dad, this is the
twenty first century, we don’t waste money on newspapers, here use my ipad. …. that fly never knew what hit him.
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Arpophyllum giganteum (benched by Lina Huang)
When I decided to write up this lovely orchid this month, I first went looking any
material I had written on it in previous bulletins. Shock horror, I have grown and
enjoyed this orchid for more than 30 years and have never previously written a
single word about it.
So what is an Arpophyllum? Well I am sure most of you find it hard to believe that
it is a relative of the Cattleyas and Laelias. That means it is presently regarded as a
member of the Laeliinae subtribe although at various times over the past 50 years
it has been moved around from Sobraliinae, to its own subtribe Apophyliinae and
then back to Laeliinae. Perhaps it is safer to say it is related to Cattleyas but maybe
not exactly as closely as a Laelia.
The genus occurs from Mexico down through Central America and parts of the
Carribean, to Colombia and maybe Venezuela. Today there are regarded as only 3
species – A. giganteum, A. laxiflorum, and A. spicatum. However, you will find
many books and other sources that say there are up to 5 or even 9 species. Most of
the now non-valid species names are regarded as synonyms of either A. giganteum
or Arpophyllum spicatum.
A. giganteum is found as either a genuine epiphyte or as a humus terrestrial on
sloping sites, generally at elevations between 800 m and 1500 m. It has
narrow, round cross section pseudobulbs topped by a single, thick, leathery,
strap shape leaf. The bulb and leaf can be up to 75 cm tall but as you can see
the leaf arches out horizontally so the overall height is more like 50cm.
They grow in quite bright, indirect light and need good light to flower
strongly. I have grown mine in the shadehouse under 50%, then later outside
where it got even full sun for a while in the morning, and more lately on the
garden wall on the east side of my house where it gets sun until maybe 1pm.
This year’s flowers were my best so far.
In my experience, if you don’t give them sufficient light you get much more sparce flowering and the pseudobulbs
and leaves tend to lose vertical tension and lay more horizontally. The one above is the look you should aim for.
These are very easy orchids to grow in Sydney. They are variously described as
intermediate growers, meaning not too cold, but mine have experienced even a light
frost occasionally with no damage. They are a big plant though so be prepared to
provide the space they need. Mine is only half the size of the big one above and it is
already in a 25cm Cymbidium pot.
I grow mine in a mix of medium bark and finer components like Cymbidium mix in
recognition that they often grow as quasi-terrestrials. That is to say they may grow on
the ground but they aren’t growing in soil, their roots are in the rich humus layer on
top of the ground, and I imagine, usually on quite sloping surfaces. They like it a little
moist but they are by no means garden plants and they don’t like it overly wet. Don’t forget, these are essentially
epiphytes as you can see in this lovely picture of A. giganteum in a tree.
Now as to which species is which, I am afraid I am presently at a loss to explain. For years I have
grown A. giganteum and what I thought was a second and distinct species A. alpinum (like this
one). They look very different to me but the taxonomists tell me that A. alpinum is just a synonym
for giganteum. If that is the case, perhaps my alpinum is one of the other two because it sure doesn’t
seem to be giganteum to me. If I ever figure it out I’ll let you know, but in the meantime, if you see
any Arpophyllum for sale, these are all lovely, easy to grow, good value orchids.

Cymbidium lowianum – Benched by Lina Huang.

While I am on the subject of great easy
to grow lovely orchids, how could I not follow on with Lina’s Cymbidium lowianum.
This is such a tough, easy growing orchid that it was so prolific among Sydney gardeners and
orchid growers that it was in danger of being declared a weed. Well that’s what I say anyway.
People grew it in pots they didn’t touch for 20 years until it was hanging so far over the sides
they were forced to break it up. They even grew it in rock gardens.
In the wild, lowianum is found in a band of territory from Myanmar, Thailand, SW China, to
Vietnam. It is a fairly large orchid that grows as an epiphyte in mountainous cloud forests at
elevations between about 1200 m and 2400 m. It has an amazing spike of flowers. Up to a
metre long and arching away from the plant almost horizontally. It carries up to 40 big green
flowers with a distinctive red “V” in the lip. A big, well grown plant takes up a lot of space but can look unbelievable.
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How would you like the one on the right here growing on your back step? Of course you don’t get an orchid to flower
like this one by leaving it uncared for in a pot for twenty years as I mentioned earlier. To get the best out of it you
need to keep it repotted, fed, and cared for.
Incidentally, for those who may wonder why I always tell you the natural
elevation range of the species I describe, the point is that tropical zone plants
would normally require artificial heating if you wanted to grow them in our
temperate climate, but from higher elevations they have adapted to a much
cooler environment. My rule of thumb is that tropics orchids that come from
1500 m and above will very likely grow in shade house conditions in Sydney.
It has proven to be quite a reliable rule but there will always be exceptions, and
it is never so simple as to base a selection on one single factor about its
environment. For example, what do you do with an orchid that occurs over a range of say 700 m to 2500 m? Do take
note of the low elevation or the high, or take an average? The answer is that some populations from the lower zones
may be more sensitive to cold, and plants from elevations of 2500 m and above may well be over sensitive to our hot
dry summers. So this is not a simple rule for how to cultivate an orchid. But, if you do not have a heated glasshouse it
is very useful selector for what you probably should not try to grow.
Cymbidium lowianum was one of the very first orchids brought back to England in that mad period of the plant
collectors and the rush to grow new and exciting exotic plants. The name dates back to the 1870’s and lowianum was
also one of the first Cymbidiums to be used in creating artificial hybrids. The cross Eburneo-lowianum was registered
in 1889 and lowianum is in the background of tens of thousands of hybrids today. But frankly, I just love the species
orchids themselves. There such an elegant simplicity to each and every one.

Bifrenaria harrisoniae – benched by Jenny Richardson and Geoff and Jean Fulcher
Here is another orchid growing somewhere in every orchid growers
backyard but it is a terribly misunderstood plant. Many growers say they
find it hard to flower but others say it flowers regularly every year. What
is the difference?
Understanding its evolution and its culture is the answer. Bifrenaria
harrisoniae is one of those environmental specialists that has evolved to
take an advantage of a habitat niche that others weren’t using. On my visit
to South America years ago, one of the things that struck me over and
over again (apart from the staggeringly rich flora) was that we often found
epiphytic orchids on parts of trees, or other habitat niches where other
epiphytes weren’t growing. For example, on the very lowest part of a tree
trunk, or underneath a branch growing upside down, or even on a strand of a steel wire fence. If there is an
opportunity for a plant to specialise and take a niche that no other plant is filling, there would be an orchid that
evolves to find it and claim it.
Bifrenaria harrisoniae is most commonly found growing in cracks on
cliff faces with not another plant anywhere nearby. In much the same
fashion as some varieties of our own Dendrobium speciosum does.
Picture from
For habitat, the Baker’s description from Orchidwiz says : “Brazil
Orchidspecies.com
website
near Rio De Janeiro. Plants grow on almost vertical, east facing rock
cliffs at 700-2600 ft. (200-800 m). The plants grow exposed to strong
winds and almost full sun with their roots buried in cracks in the rock
face that contain detritus but little in the way of vegetable matter.”
When you look closely at a plant of B. harrisoniae you can see some
of it’s physical adaptations to such a harsh environment. Hard,
woody, yellowed pseudobulbs, and tough, thin but stiff, leathery
leaves. But such a natural environment also means that harrisoniae has developed a need for fairly high light levels to
flower properly. It seems to me that some cultivars are less sensitive to this factor than others, but all harrisoniae
WILL flower if treated properly.
Now let us be clear. I am not proposing that you mount your harrisoniae on a rock and hang it facing the easterly
rising sun. There is no need for that and the orchid will grow much more lushly and vigorously in a somewhat more
favourable scenario. However, it does need good light so don’t think more favourable means in shady fern garden.
I found that this species will flower in a shade house under 50% shade cloth, but only if the shade house isn’t subject
to additional shade from tall trees or adjacent buildings etc. I must admit that I don’t really look after my larger
harrisoniae all that well so it isn’t actually thriving, but I did find that it flowered better for me when I moved it
outside the shade house and placed it on the ground on weed-mat in front of my glasshouse. There it is under the
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pergola that covers the glasshouse but gets full morning sun until late morning, and after that is shaded first by the
shade cloth covered pergola, and later by also being in the shadow of the glasshouse itself.
All the above is just to give you a sort of ambit for what light it needs. It isn’t an exact science, and also please note
that plant that is growing vigorously and healthily will always flower better than one that is struggling. Repot when it
tells you that it needs it, and water and feed regularly. Most people only grow small pieces that produce just a few
flowers, but when a larger well grown harrisoniae flowers well, it is
harrisoniae
sight to behold.
hv Pubijera
Now what kind of variations are there amongst this species? Most
growers only ever see the common form with white flowers and
hairy purple lip, like the one shown at the top of this article.
However, there are quite a number of variations that are fairly easy to
acquire if you want them. One rather unusual one that was benched
B. tyrianthina
in the VB this month was ‘horticultural variety’ Pubijera ‘Royale’. I
think that Kevin Hipkins (of Royale Orchids) first brought this one back to Australia from one of his sources in the
USA. It is such a different looking orchid that it has to have been the subject of debate about its status. I have a plant
myself and greatly prize it but I must admit that I have a suspicion it is a hybrid, even if perhaps it is a naturally
occurring one. My suspicions are based on : that the colour is so different, the flower stem is significantly taller and
more reminiscent of a few of the other Bifrenaria species, the flower is slightly smaller than a standard harrisoniae
and somewhat different shaped, and the mentum (the chin formed at the base of the lip) is visible below the flower (as
occurs in B. tyrianthina) and much more prominently than seen on a standard harrisoniae. However, that is all just
conjecture and it is interesting to note that there was a “harrisoniae var pubigera” named way back in 1879. The word
Pubigera then used a ‘g’ instead of a ‘j’ but surely there is some relationship between them two.
Despite my suspicions about pubijera (which may be unfounded), it is acknowledged that there are wide range of
colour forms for this species. Some are just lighter or darker coloured lips of the standard form but there is also a
green form (replacing the white) and a whole range of variations of alba types (no red pigments, just whites/yellows/
and greens). The pictures below show a selection but there are many more, including a pink form. I won’t try to give
them formal variety names because I fear the some of the names applied are at the very least unreliable.

--------------------

The Farmers Daughter joins the Army
Dear Mum & Dad, I am well, I hope you are too. Tell my big brothers Doug and Phil that the Army is better than
workin' on the farm - tell them to get in quick smart before the jobs are all gone!
I wuz a bit slow in settling down at first, because ya don't hafta get outta bed until 6 am, but I like sleeping in now.
All ya gotta do before brekky is make your bed and shine your boots and clean your uniform. No bloody cows to
milk, no calves to feed, no feed to stack - nothin'!! You gotta shower though, but that is not so bad, coz there's lots of
hot water and even a light to see what you’re doing!
At brekky you get cereal, fruit and eggs, but there's no kangaroo steaks or possum stew like Mum makes. You don't
get fed again until noon and by that time all the city boys are buggered because we've been on a 'route march' - geez
its only just like walking to the windmill in the back paddock!!
This one will kill Doug and Phil with laughter. I keep getting medals for shootin'. Dunno why. The bullseye is as big
as a bloody possum's bum, it doesn't move, and it's not firing back at ya like the Johnsons did when our big scrubber
bull got into their prize cows before the show last year! All you gotta do is make yourself comfortable and hit the
target - it's so easy!! You don't even load your own cartridges, they comes in little boxes already premade, and you
don't have to steady yourself against the rollbar of the kangaroo-shooting truck when you reload!
Sometimes you have to wrestle with the city boys and I have be careful coz they break easy - it's not like fighting
with Doug and Phil and Jack and Boori and Steve and Muzza all at once like we do at home after the muster.
Turns out I'm not a bad boxer either and it looks like I'm the best the platoon's got. I've only been beaten by this one
bloke from the Engineers - he's 6 foot 5 and 15 stone and three pick handles across the shoulders. As you know I'm
only 5 foot 7 and eight stone wringin' wet. But I fought him till the other blokes carried me off to the pub.
I can't complain about the Army - tell the boys to get in quick before word gets around how bloody good it is eh!.
Your loving daughter, Sheila, XXX
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After the Cull by Sue Bottom,

www.staugorchidsociety.org

Culling your orchid collection to remove the weak sisters is a difficult concept to adopt as your routine practice. It
seems natural to want to nurture that ailing orchid back to health. You think you should pot up all those tired
backbulbs to give them another chance. You wonder if you are a failure at orchid growing when a plant in your care
declines. The sooner you can shed these feelings of kindheartedness and inadequacy, the sooner you can tailor your
collection to include only the most vigorously growing and flowering plants.

Do you really want to run a hospital ward for sick
orchids?

Anticipation… waiting for your seedlings to bloom
for the first time!

This is the year I decided I wanted a virus free cattleya
collection. Little did I know how this would decimate my
collection. About a third of the cattleyas with no obvious
symptoms of virus tested positive for Cymbidium Mosaic
Virus or Odontoglossum Ringspot Virus. With a few
exceptions, they were discarded leaving large empty spaces
on the greenhouse benches and a very depressed orchid
grower. After a month of mourning and an emergency
order of bifoliate seedlings from Fred Clarke, I realized I
finally had the bench space to move all those seedlings I
keep buying into 5 inch pots. It is such a pleasure to walk
through the greenhouse and see nothing but vigorously
growing plants.

Can you really enjoy orchids sitting on an
overcrowded bench? This cattleya had six flower
spikes blooming every which way, but there was no
pleasure in its presentation.

Overcrowding is another problem best avoided. This is not
to say that you should stop buying orchids, perish the
thought! You can often find new niches that your orchids
will just love to inhabit. Once you finally run out of real estate, you may have to eliminate an orchid for each one you
bring home. Better that than trying to smush them all together so you don’t have enough air movement, not to
mention room for their flowers to display properly.

Be careful of Greeks bearing gifts, like when you get the phone call from an aging orchidist that their orchids are
available free or for a nominal cost. Sometimes the orchidist may not have been able to properly care for his plants for
a period of time before your receive the phone call. When I was in the height of my vanda obsession, I got that phone
call and many new vandas came home with me. It has taken years for me to cull the diseased plants and those with
unexplained poor growth. This year is the first that I can walk through the vanda house and enjoy each and every
plant I see. Of course, the pure water from the reverse osmosis system together with proper spacing have contributed
mightily to the better growth and flowering.
It is important to learn from your mistakes, to learn what pests and diseases can cause problems so you can do your
best to prevent them from recurring. Scale or mealy bug infestations can be treated fairly easily if caught early
enough. You may have to repeat the chemical treatment and accept the damage that was caused, but the pests can be
eliminated reasonably easily. Damage from virus and many of the fungal pathogens is more insidious. Once the
disease enters the plant, it can be carried through the vascular system and be difficult to eradicate, even after cutting
away the damaged tissue. Once you become comfortable with diagnosing the various ills that may befall your plants,
you should be able to administer first aid before the problem negatively impacts the overall health of the plant. Once
the plant goes into decline, returning it to health can be a long hard and sometimes unsuccessful battle.
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The vandas look better than ever this year, look
at those roots

Aerides Punchinello blooming with over 20
flower spikes, grown slightly shadier than most
vandas.

You may think it is hard to throw out that struggling plant. What is really hard is to stroll through your growing
area and see disease and poor growth. The pleasure in walking down the aisle and seeing plant after plant with new
luscious growth and fattening flower buds is beyond description. Make your growing area your little slice of heaven,
specialize in growing only the healthiest and happiest plants. Kick back and smell the orchids!
All contents copyright © 2020 by Sue and Terry Bottom. All rights reserved. No part of this document or the related photos may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form, by any means without the prior written permission of the author.

Commentary by Jim Brydie
When I happened to read Sue’s article I was shocked to my core to realise that all my orchid growing life my
collection has been a walking hospital for half dead bits, horrible backcuts that should have gone in the bin, and plants
I am suspicious might be diseased but wont throw out until I am sure. My collection is full of them. Would you
believe I still have a daggy, poor growing Cattleya I grew from one of those micro flasks that “Jungle Gems” used to
sell 30 years ago. You only got 3 to 5 seedlings in each flask and all but one of the seedlings of this standard Cattleya
cross grew and flowered ok. That last one was always sickly. I must have repotted it dozens of times over the years,
tried different mixes, more shade, less shade every change in conditions I could think of, but the damn thing stayed
sickly and miserable. Can you believe I still have that stupid plant? It has never flowered.
Why? It is obviously a ‘sick sack’, perhaps some genetic fault, who knows? In hindsight I cant believe the ridiculous
time and energy I have wasted on this one and so many others over the years. I have tried to rescue every backbulb,
every half dead failure. I don’t think it was because of my Scottish heritage and not wanting to lose anything I paid
for. I suspect I just want to make everything grow no matter how stupid or whether I even wanted it.
Anyway, I hadn’t realized I was doing it and Sue’s article was like that point in a movie where someone suddenly
sees the light, works out whodunnit in a murder story, or finds religion or something. My sickies are going into the
bin this month. Thanks Sue. I’ve seen the light.
----------

---------------------

------------------------

-------------

A Matter of Religion - Paddy was on holiday in New York. He was patiently waiting and watching the traffic cop on
a busy street crossing. The cop would stop the flow of traffic and shout, 'Okay, pedestrians.' Then after the people on
the sidewalk had crossed he'd allow the traffic to pass. He'd done this several times, and Paddy still stood on the
sidewalk. ---- After the cop had shouted, 'Pedestrians!' for the tenth time, Paddy went over to him and said, 'Is it not
about time ye let the Catholics cross?'
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